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The Tanker War: [ran o ’a

Sincs Baghdad bezan the “tanker war” in 1984, {,q‘

Shig Attacks iﬁ v has retaiiated agaizst shipping bound for the Guif

£aD states in the hooe that these ceuntries will sreq
: Ihe Pers!in GL}f' [raq to stop its attaciks. Tenran intznsified iss atuickq
ia lats 1986 and agaia in cacly {587 against shigs
bound for Xuwait tecause of Kuwait's continued
support for Irag and its request for US and Sovier
protection for its tankers. Iranian ieaders have tepeats

Saip Attacks edly stated that, if [rag successi fully interdiess their o3
'fi exports, Tehran wiil not allow other countries 10 s N>
H Increased Iragi and Iranian attacks on ships in 1937 oii through the Strait of Hormuz. Tzhran procan
and Iraq’s accidental striks on the USS Stark have realizes, however, that forsign warships would be 1 abie
1 wideaed the scope of the “tanker war” in tae Persian to recpen aad maintain {reedom of passags throush
g Gulf. Thirteea shizs, including the Stark and the the SL“M“
j Soviet freighter Ivan Koroteyev, wers attack=d in
May. In addition, a Kuwaiti-chartered Soviet tanker, Iranian anushipping atiacks are intended to scars
E the Marshal Chuykov, and one other ship struck - tanker crews and owness with the prospect of mo:-=
.'-j mines in the northern Guif. The number of sbips costly and dangerous cperations. Iran often uses
By atiacked in May raised the total for this year to 51 aircrall, warships, and small beat patrols lhrousnm“

and may lead to 2 much higher tota! for 1987 than the the Gulf to jocate tazgets.y

110 attacked in 1986-

Shuips flying 8ags of convenience—Li iberian, Cyvpriot,

3 and Panamanian—have been kit most frequeatly, qv'."acsc antshipping operations are diffcuil

i with 19 attacked this year. Fourtesn Iracian ships for tankers to avoid becausc they can occur at any

bave bezn attacked. Only five ships from other Gulf time and are launched from Iraniaa bases on islands,

states have been hit, but 13 vessels from nine other offshore platiorms, and naval vesseis throughout ihe

: countries including China, the Soviet Union, the Gulf. Warships and boats aiso regularly stop, board,
United Xiagdom, and the United States have also inspect, and sometimes divert to Irazian ports siiss
beea hit. On average, less than 2 percant of the more carrying war material bouad for Iraq. S

; thaa 600 ships per month that call in the Persian Gulf

; .. have been attacked; few have suTered major damage. lranian forces have used a variety of tactics in their

_ antisbipping operations. Iranian F-4 fighter aircra z'
have fired x‘«\fa.ﬂvg:r!‘ck antitank missiles at tankey

Nationality of Shipping in the
Persian Gulf, April 1987

Percent
i Other Flaes of
i 17.6 =Y
! onveniencs
i Us 32.8
10
USSR
2
Equipment pmblcma hinder Iranian forces from cper-
Jagan ating c¢Jectively in the Gulf. Cannibalization 2nd
9.8 innovative repairs have kapt the Iranian Navy's larger
ships operable, but ail need major repairs that [ran
cannot perform with its limited facilitiss. Tac oider
: w and sophisticated electronic equipment oa
Bessian Guif : Wesiern Europe 6.3;)0(15 . p. .. e equip
- siaies 24§ ships are increasingly unreliable because of parts
13.4 sbortages aod lack of qualified personnel. These limi- K

tations may make [razian naval officers reluctant 1o
attack ships when a forzign warship is nearby. m

Total aumber of ships+603
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* 1 spaing Protection  ” .

. up owners and Sperators have tailcred their vavagss H % i ai 1S per Darcs! for the

1 reduce their vuizerability to atzack, Mcs: m major oil farger tankers, and ovarall ranspetadon cosis for
epanics follow a daylight transit of the eastern duyers are aboe: § perc=at of the deiivered orice of
uif and a nightime transit of the westera Gulfl cil. Furthermore, the ziobal surpius of tankers—
-Panese (ag vesseis and one international oi] compa- carticuiariy large crudc carriers of 200. ’”D DWT or
+ follow a night iransit of the Guif with ene or two more that arz used in the Guif trade —<ontaus o

} yume anchorages between Ras T Tanura and the dc_:)r::sﬁ .’:::';.;I trates and provide i .r.c::::uc, 10 uwners
fait of Hormuz, The protectior zained irem sudiing i ] I

night remains minimal, bowsver, sincs almest naif
¢ lranian ship atiacks in the Gulf ais v vear 'f‘avc
=0 at aight. Skip operators aiso raise false iags,
intain radio siience, and declare faise destin atons
[raaian aaval vasses in crder to avoid attacis.

v Substant -xl' o<l
> M - f“
“ointe the Parsiza G

'f:mnlc ymeat ccs_:i::. subs;z

cr xrn"_.:q a: acks on Lzrﬁc::s Pasaing 1500
. ) Sirait of H'o"ru: using Silkworm missi
Orzex sources nc;cat., taat at leasy installations. A significant incrsass in a
nt snv:s owncd by ta.. Iuk.u.n Govo— on tankers in the Gulf or an Irznian airstrike oo
<uwalld or Saud! ol xa;.,‘u»f also oiight halt
movemnent of ta
tzmporarily

ne armed mer-
ant s;.xp——ml] LI‘JC:T\UDC\:—-"AI‘ : at a helicopter
sed on the destrover USS O Bannon last January.

Ship Atiacks in May 19357

wttle systems are the primary method of cont inuing
a commeres in ths face of shipping attacks. The
.1wam Oil Tanker Company uses Xhawr Fakkan, a
AZ port in the Guif of Oman, to traasfer carzso
2weea its vessels and non-Kuwaii ships unwilling to
il into the war-risk zones. The Iranians run a simijar
uitle Setween facilities at Khark Island in the —
winern Persian Gulf and Lara Isiand near the

e e . Date Name of Ship Flag Tvpe DWT
; Tt of dormuz. Approximately 20 snrps—'-mqv . )
n, ﬁags of vonVn.J\c*—a‘. active y invoived n Eo] " .Diamoond Marze ~Literia  Tanxes 101,415
’I ¢ Iranian shutile servics 10« Pruobulk Reget * ¢ Pamama  Tarker 3L,0C0
| o5 Shuhu.Mary - dapam . Tapker 258,000
03 dvas Xoroteyev - - -7 USSR | . Freighier - 5.459
211 L BR Ambedzar .o -lndia Tagker - 59.454
Y4 . Sdlikon v iPanama . Tanker 204,109
3 1 IRodosa “Panama ‘Tanker: 29530
S 18 Marshal Chuvkey USSR Tazker 67.930
;:7 Zous - = Ovprus . B S
M7 Aguarmaniac "~ Libeda
! 7 ATS Saark - - . wys
% Golar Robin *° " ~Liberia
Advaad T . e
22 CARRwed: - % Qamr
2 Prizucss Liberia

! Dnsplacement. tons.




xur Risk Insurance .

wum of 8.25 paccent of the vaiye of a vassel's
piied 10 ships calling at Persian Guii poris
rwait Paolicies are efective for 14 days, excapt
:limitis seven cays. Rates ior lragi and lranian
? ofien imoossibie to obtzin. The Kuwaiti pre-
‘emiums are not assessed for the ports of Al
in.
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(5459 DWT
"_‘Sow'e{ JSregater returning from
Kuweit || avooxed by fraian
2arel doa: 30 miles from

Rastam on 5 Mcy 1987,

}753,700 DW'T

-Licerian (cnie participating
it Kook srusile service . . .
struck by | ~ogqi Exocer missile
Fort [0 June 1980, '

e
3

éess Stark

3,805 dispiacement, tors

FUS Navy Perrpcless frisate | :
nrtacked by lragi eircreft

ot [7 Ma Ty 1987,
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Exclusion Zones

lcaq has declared that it wilf attack all veasels sailing in a defined zone
around the leanian oil facility at Khark island, lran’s war zone covaers a
largar portion of the northern Gulf and exteacds along its territorial
waters. Tehran also has warned that merchant ships en route ta coun-
tries supporting Iraqg are subject to attack even outside the declared war
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Attacks in the Persian Gulf,
January-May, 1987*

i Ship attack
wie  {ranian assauit
¢ lraqi assautt
~_g Unknown assailant
—tveme  Oil exgort tacility
Scale 1:2.000.000

30 100 Kiiomwiors

ml

30 100 Nautical Moy

* Coes not include one assault by lran and seven assaults by
Iraq; focaticnal data unavadabie.

> Location is approrimate.

Bandar-e ‘Abbas

~ {ranian Sifkworm mobile
antiship cruise /fulssile sies (range 95

)
\'Kahemx

/ Island Iranian Hosting

F

- . .
j Kuwartifloating

\ Tanker staging
a/ed
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Ship Attacks in the Persian Gulf,

S |

Sirategies, Weapons, and Tactles

B 198487
- t
A Y E
. Iraq Number of attacks i
Bazhda.d s attacks on sc:}bomc oil SXports from Iran Attacks by fram are mq i
are designed to force Tehran to negouate anend to Yy %
the war by depriving Iran of its principal source of -
forcign exchange. If they fail in this aim, the Iraqgis e L“q
probably hope at least to deprive [ran of some funds &g ban
that suppor: the war effort, Baghad bas focused on 20

ship attacks rather than the destructicn of Iran's
critical oil export facilities because it fears Tenran
would retaliate against Iraqi oil exports or Iraq's Gulf
Arab allies. Iraqi forées have struck Khark [sland a
aumber of times, however, and could close the faciiity
with a sustained effo

Cumtulative Number of Attacks
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3 Bassanit-Breguet Mirage F{ launches an Aerospaiiale AM 39 2 ,.,?—: ‘x; :: J;;
Exocer antiship missil,
R : . an-May, .
Most Iraqi ship attacks occur in an apparently prede-
termined area 2long the Iranian coast used by tankers
servicing Khark Island. Baghdad has announc=d that
the Persian Gulf north of the 29° 30° latitude is a

i prohibited war zone. Baghdad assumes that any ships

' operating in the arza are potential targets. lragi
attacks somctimes occur farther to the southsast,
usually along Iranian shiipping routes and against

Iranian acchorages near the Lavan, Sirri, and Larak ‘
Islands. [ragi F-1 aircraft conducting these strikes are ' ‘

refueled after takeoff, midway down the Gulf, and on -

the return trip, from other F-1 aircraft carrving . . >
“buddy” tanks




