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counhry . wihich
Altheuch tre Syrians hava no intertion of Cairo’s
exaemple in recouesting tho departure of Sceviet military
persennel en mass, contracis Ior scme key military command
structure types will net ke renewed as they run out. Yhis
decision does not apply Lo most Scviet m3ititerv personnel,
vho are said to he doing & good job.
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Damascus received its first delivery of some 59 Sovict
T-62 tanks in mid-hugust, making Syria the second Hiddle
Eastern country after LEgyvnt to get this tank. The T-62 1is
a more advanced medel than the T-54/55s that mzke up the

main force of Syria's armored corps. In addition, ten
Soviet military-rclated AN-12s flew to Damascus betwveen
9-30 August, the first Soviet airliftf to Syria since 1567.
These flights followed the return of Syc.un military .
personnel from SA-3 training in the USSR and may have Leen
involved in transporting SA-3 associated equipment and
training aid needed to sct up facilities in Syria. j

The newly arrived T-62 tanks and the SA-3 missile
system were ordered by Syria under a military agreement
signed in early 19271. 2 new military accord, which was
arranged in February 1972 and signed during Soviet Defense
Minister CGrechko's visit to Damascus in May, reportedly
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