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.. 3 February 1976

"INTERAGENCY INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM*

SUBJECT: Soviet and Cuban Aid to.the MPLA in Angola
o During January 1976 . T

key Points -
o The amount of military support provided the.Popular
‘.- --Movement for ‘the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) by the
‘i."."Soviet Union and Cuba increased markedly in January 1976,

.= Such military support totaled at least $88
million measured in US equivalent’ costs. .. L
The amount is nearly double the December ~ . hadd
1975 level and is equivalent to almost half

- the total outlays incurred from March -

"+ .through December 1975. a -
= The bulk of the increased outlays reflected
the vastly expanded Cuban effort to support
their troops in Angola. By the end of January
we estimated 12,000 Cubans were in Angola
of which 4,500 arrived in January.

SRR - - Soviet: military shipments increased somewhat
"7 - - since late 1975 and for the first time support
equipment such as amphibious vehicles and

s . R . ' NnertrAan hriAmacs cwAasva ~bserved.
Distribution.
Cy # 1 - Adaressee
2 - /
3 - - o
4-6 - St/P (1- l-Treasury) . _ S
7':8 - .,// .~ [ .
9-10-1 o
OER/D/IT:F PORT741 00

4n1s memoranaum supplements and brings up to date an
- earlier - INTERAGENCY INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM entitled,
" “Soviet and Cuban Aid to the MPLA in Angola from March
through December 1975," published on January 24, 1976.
. It has been prepared jointly by the Central Intelligence

. Agency, ° T . the Bureau of
- - Intelligence and Research of the Departmert of State..
ré¢ .l 3 L, '
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The Details

..

‘:ﬂﬁ The pace of Soviet and Cuban military aid to Angola has
' steadily increased since Septemﬁer. During January their
"combined sea and airlift moved 15,500 tons of equipment and

4,500 Cuban troops. This is twice the amount of cargo. and

about ___a third more _troops as compared with December levels.

For- the entlre ten months prior to January dellverles were

estimated at 20,000 tons of military equlpmenu and 7,500 Cuban

+ :soldiers.

Sealifthperations

- 3A Flfteen cothmunist Sﬁlési—— ‘five Sovxet and ten Cuban -

'a:dellvered military equipment and/or personnel to the MPLA ln- T
January. In comblnataon_they carried a totalvl4,500 tons,oﬁ

equipment ard some 2,000 troops: the Sovietiéhips‘delivered

-~

5,000 tons and the Cuban ships a'mix'ef 9,500 tons of cargo and

some 2,000 military personnel..

e voyage patterns of Soviet a#ms carriers calling at

Angola in January are markedly different from earlier arrivals.

‘Mostfships in January'sailed non-stop to Angola. "In.contrast

most arrivals in 1975 included as many as S different ports on

\
one voyage itinerary. Thus, although January ship: arrivals

did'not“top‘earlier mqnths,the amount of goods offloaded in -

A !

Angola or the Congo were'likely higher. 1Identified for the

first tlme were dellverles of amphibious vehicles and pontoon

Y brldges.

I SN

Cuban voyages to Angola were double the December level.
We believe that a large portioq of the increase wag military

Support items such as medical supplies and foodstuffs for




Cuban troops in Angola. Small arms, ammunition and field equip-

ment Stlll accounted for more than half of the estlmated 9, 500

tons dellvered in Cuban bottoms ‘in January.

- Airlift Operations . (4" ST wj
. - - \_/ * C e

. For both the USSR- and Cuba, alrllft operatlons contlnued
to play an important part in augmenting seaborne ‘deliveries of.
'men and equlpment Overall air activities were about comparable
w1th_the'hlgh level of fliénts for any one month periodibetween. -
ISeptember‘and December l975 | - o . :

In January, the Sov1ets flew a total of 19 fllghts to the

_yAngola region ~-- l7 w1th AN—22 heavy transports and—2 Wlth AN 12 x"
medlun transports. These- fllghts are estimated to have carrled
870 tons of military equipment. Airlift operations from Cuba "~
- to the Angola region-also reached a total or 19 flights in January -
14 by long-range Soviet IL-62 and 5 by smaller‘Cubana aircraft.

These flights are estlmated to have carrled 2, 500 troops and a.

small amount of cargo.

Estimated Cost of Military Aid

The following is an estimate of the costs incurred by the
Soviets and Cubans-for the aid delivered tofthe MPLA in January.
The first figure in eachvcase is the estimate based on US equrvalent
‘costs. The second figure, whlch appears in parentheses, is the
estimate based on Sov1et forelgn tradc prlces for equipment and
Soviet or Cuban cost for serv1ces (For a statement of the meth-
odology employed in arrrvang at these estipates,:the reader-is_re-"
ferred to the first report in-this series;'NIOfIlM 76—604C, publishe
January 24, 1976u) B




Table 1

" Military Aid to the MPLA

January 1976

-

Soviet and
-, East European Aid -

_Equipment . ~  23.0 (18.0)
. Manpower R S G- )

~ Transportation ) 2.0 ( .6) °

i Totals . 25.4 (19.1)

. )

Million of US $

" Cuban Aid - . © Total -

41.0 (30.0) 64.0.(48.0)

17.6 (3.6)  18.0 ( 4.1)

4.0 (1L.7) 6.0 ( 2.5)

I

" 62.6 (35.3)  "88.0 (54.6)
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Soviet q:»vvpsa to >:mo~m

January 19876 1/ s

a8 .

/

[ gr.” % 'Date . -7 Cargo 2,
“Arrival mommmnncnm .Ommpomama

v ta,

o Sl me Sifeo.
ukmwa vwn<wso< 14/17 mm: W
Am\mmm GRT) - AT o

¢ .
»

um:oa0umx..
(8,847 GRT) -

Declared 1,200 ﬂomm.mm:mwmw omwmo.
at Bosporus. Deck cargo - 4 heavy
wmawrpvpocM mmnn% units. -

pitan Chirkov ommmmw 21 pec, vl vop:nm.zoknm|:wm\PM:M@w
‘11,278 GRT) -’ Dakary 31 Dec/2 Jan[ :
$hog o Conakry u\wu um:

Umnwmnom -Amo tons mm:mnw& cargo

" at Bosporus.  Deck Cargo - 2 trucks,
14 shop van trucks, 2 trucks mounted
3om<< MOHQHJQ vo:noo: UNHQ@m units.

:mnmw Vladimir
Zaimov
w Hqu nwey

UOOPmnom N\Hmo no:m mo:man cargo
at Bosporus. Ummx Cargo: 12 jeeps.

wa <m<wwo< ) . . : ) ‘Declared 3,033 tons general cargo -
11, oma Qwev e a0 e o O R S T R ' " Deck Cargo - 10 olive green tracked

' Lt T AR S O A g . “amphibious vehicles, 12 elive mnmd A W
Ja 2 nﬁcoxm

mnmxo trurt--
[o2-Rakinhd

All Hanonammwo: mon Qwscwum qum m:ocwa be no:mkamnma wmmeamwmnw.
Estimated tons. . ¢ R Y R




. Port of .
. Origin/Date

m Ship Name
' XX Aniversario

mm(mru
3~-4 Jan

Per

Port of o : .
Destination/Date ‘. Remarks - e e l.m -

on this second Mmmmn»m»ma.cowmom.Om the :

. ETA Luanda
-, 24-25 Jan

XX Aniversario, the ship is suspected tre
of carrying primarily military personnel;
) . { L. . . . .

.,wMCWMm\xwmme‘m
Mid-Jan, ;17

Star Somali * Havana/Mariel
————e e — o 4~5 Jan . O
Imias _ Cuban’ Havana .

- ; 11-12 Jan B

* s

Victoria de Cuban’ .. 'JJavana/Mariel .
© Giron .o .- I-2 gan T
et N .

LN

!z Information for January arrivals of Cuban owned or controlled ships mrmvonnma of
ol carrying arms and/or troops should vmvmﬁﬁm»amnmu preliminary., There were no
for militarv eanipment £0 tha Anmmlan

riconfirmed Cuban shimt carrying ‘arms and

ETA Luanda/ 7 This ship is suspected of carrying a mix
Pointe Noire 28-29Jan,Of military equipment and personnel.

The Stari
S ‘S PLYDEDLY
CAiu,mivy peasmassisy mititary equipment.

ETA Luanda/Pointe -
Noire 25-26 Jan

ETA . .. This is the second voyage to Angola by the
31.Jan. "7 1 Imias. The ship is probably carrying
" 1 Feb . primarily military equipment.
. ) i \
ETA ) ' This ship
- .26-27 Jan .. ) a
' ) . k- - . - o esdmarily military
) equipment, - . Y oL




e

: : H>cbm 2

. .
.o

’ n:vm: Ships mcmvmnnm& Om Involvement In

..m. ; ...‘mm, e . January 1976*%* . . SA

aym Delivery of Military wmcpmao:n and/or
Personnel to the Angolan Region. . -

— — . .

mpmnnm zmmmonw

seiegan PE——

HETE..
cyon:py :Onowno

N

7,552

Port of . 2 .
Qrigin/Date " Destination/Date
. Probably Mariel = Spanish Sahara -
' 30 zoc R - mid pec. .
: " Luanda o
R s . .. 6 Jan. " o
. Somalian Havana mid-Dec T b:m:an\.
e L. . .. Pointe Noire
s .\\ , .. 1-2 um:Cmn< "k
Cuban S .mwcmam\ZmHmmH. ETA bcm:nm\vo»snm
. ) © 2 January : Noire
St . . s . 23-24 January
“ cuba ... ‘probably Mariel . ETA 25-26 January
S Y .. in early January : IETRIRIRTF P TR
Cuban .=u<m:o 3-4 January ETA Luanda

Port of

23-24 January

- .o . . -

i :he ship muuc wiv ancer-

.Py. .wiate&@ Stop in the Spanish

Saharan region before sailing tc
Angola. It is believed to be

* carrying a vonn»mw cargo of

+ military mncwvaosn for the >:mo.
region, , . .

This ship is w:mvanma of omnnww
a mix of military ooc»vam:n and
nnoovm. .

- This mrwvaw
J,Jb. .
w

1s suspected of nmnn~
“. w:c vr»snnrhw amwwnmnk mnc»vao:n.

R erwm m:pv

ro wmopuscLod UL laking an v
1ucermediate stop in the Spanish
Saharan reqjon vnpon to mm»p»:m

for Angola. . . s




