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PART I .

OF IMMEDIATE INTEREST

CIVIL UNREST CONTINUES IN SOUTH KOREA

Despite the suppression of
large-scale violence by the im-
position of martial law in Seoul
and other major population cen-
ters, there may be further mass
upheavals. The spontaneous

. violence that has ripped the
capital and other major popula-

tion centers stems from public
outrage over the Rhee regime's
increasing use of police-state '
tactics during the past year, -
culminating 1in- the rigged
presidential elections on 15 .

March, The regime now must de- .|

cide whether to continue, and

perhaps increase, harsh repres- '

sive measures or to make con-:

cessions which may endangerv'J
" its existence, . B

‘At the height of the riot-
ing in Seoul, an estimated 50, -

000 to 100,000 students and oth-

er persons battled police and

attempted to-break :into:.the:pres-

idential palace. About 100 were
killed and well over 500 wounded
by police gunfire. Only after
the arrival of troops was a'

semblance of order restored. In -

South Korea's second largest
city, Pusan, some 15,000 demon~

~strators attacked police.

Following the brutal:police
~ suppression of opposition dem- .
""onstrators, including a great

. many students, in the southern

port city of Masan on election

~day, Rhee accepted the resigna-

tion of the unpopular home min-

_ister and made other token con-

cessions to public indignation.
As late as:19 April, however,

~ Rhee gave American Ambassador

McConaughy no indication’ of
recognizing the basic issues or

of making any effective comncil- | -
s . =‘1#ndreasGdipower‘withinthe party.

iatory moves. - 2

On the contrary, he has"
been isolated from the true - -
state of the crisis by his ad-
visers and seemingly continues
to believe that the mass riot- -
ing during the past month is the.
work of a small group of hood-
lums and agitators manipulated’

by the Communists. -Rhee has
been "deeply impressed" by: the

~ concern shown by McConaughy,
President Eisenhower, and Secre-
tary Herter over his personal.
"welfare and safety."

 Rhee on 21 Ap#il-accépted.'” o
the resignation of his cabinet,

" thus attempting to place him-

"self above the debacle bthaving:,' 4
his subordinates take the respon-. .

sibility. Reportedly slated for = -

‘key positions in the new cabi-

net are Yi Pom-sok, former strong .

man ¢f the disbanded National

".Youth Corps; Pyon Yong-taea.poli~
“tical: nonentity who once served '

as prime minister, and Ho Chong,

a highly competent politician

and former mayor.of Seoul and .
adviser to Rhee who has beéen out’
of favor with the President -for °
“a number of years. The inclu-
sion of Yi Pom-sok lends credi- .

bility to a reported Rhee state-'

ment of 20 April that he.did
not contemplate any easing of
police-state methods, and that
those who took part in the dem-

"onstrations would be treated as .
. traitors to_theirvcountry, ‘ .

Leaders of Rhee's Liberal =~

party have been divided between
the advocates of a harsh policy
and those who propose modera-

tion, . Many of the latter,'how‘-‘;‘i
. ever, have closely supported the:

" government 's. repressive tactics
~and are now only maneuvering for
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" viously .noted that many observ-

~police "reprisals' against the
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The US Embassy in Seoul has pre=

ers believed the regime was
vdeliberately and inexorably"

new party structurékbuiltvfori
the elections was patterned on’
the Chinese Nationalist Kuomin-
tang. o ‘ EETIA

. " The resentment which led
to the present violence prob- ' -
ably will remain deep-seated
‘throughout the nation until ,
reforms are effected. Ambassador
McConaughy has observed that .
nothing short of new, fairly .
conducted national elections, ‘
at least for the vice presi-
dency, will cope the mount-
ing resentment.

P

: nt - elect Yi
Ki-pung might resign. - o
~ Motivated by frustration
over their future and outraged
by recent police torturing and
shooting of their companions,
college and high school students
have been in the forefront of
the demonstrations and violence.
The government has announced -
that 56 persons seized by the .
police in Masan were tortured.
After the proclamation of mar-
tial law on 19 April, Army Chief-
of Staff Lt. Goni.Sohg Yo-than ad-
mitted receiving reports of

demonstrators. He stated that
although he ordered such ac-
tivities stopped immediately,
he did not know if his orders
were carried out. He added that
during the rioting, the police
"lost their heads" and '"were

in a frenzy.". o

Since the populace presum-
ably bears less animosity toward
the military forces than. toward
the police--the people of one
Seoul area reportedly look on

. S ; y i - R R R

’l;héftrdops as.protecfdts;;éf;ﬁv‘n oy
~forts.of the tropps to maintain:

. ing anti-American sentiment,

Ce)

order are less likely. to pro-

:/voke further violence.

ing to absolutism. One e
party member has
sta at the backbone of the

~In any event, the armed’
forces are strong enough to .im-
pose the will of the government. .
The South Korean Army counter
intelligence corps, however, .- .
has shown- some concern over. .the

'.1oya1ty otvthefjuniornofficers‘~;Cﬁl.9
.and enlisted men,and some gen- ..

eral officers have expressed: - :
regret over the army's role in
the elections. . There is 'a pos-

“ siblity that in the absence of
_constructive action by Rhee and. -

with continued unrest, the armed’f

" forces might intervene to es- -

tablish a temporary government.
.acceptable to the people and .
to provide eventually for free.
elections. '

" puring the disfurbhdcés'yﬁﬂ
there were no reports indicat- -

although the government seeming- .
1y had attempted to imply Ameri-.
can support for ‘its actions.'Fhe . ..
police announced on 17 April’

that the tear-gas bombs used to
restore order in Masan were ob-
tained through the US aid pro--
‘gram, In a similar maneuver -
last year, the authorities based-
the closing of the outspoken . '
pro-ppposition Kyonghyang Sinmun, .’
‘the country's seécond largest - -
newspaper, on a US military gov-.
ernment ordinance rather than

on the then newly revised Na-
tional Security Law. The ad-
ministration had been strongly -
condemned for resorting to o
force to pass the revised law,
which ‘gave it virtually summary
powers to suppress all criticism
of the government. : IR

Although the authorities--
including President Rhee--have

~ attempted to.attribute the vio-

lence to Communist subversion,
there has been no r liable
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"_;were Communist inspired ‘or: that
’North ‘Korea ‘intends to intervene




