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USSR: Bukovsky=-Corvalan Exchange

Soviet dissidents have reacted with pleasure to the
release of Vladimir Bukovsky but are astonished that Moscow
agreed to exchange him for jailed Chilean Communist leader Luis
Corvalan,

there is no
consensus among the dissidents as to why MOSCOW agreed to the
exchange, but most of them were surprised that the Soviets were
willing to make a concession in return for Corvalan's release.
They felt that Corvalan in the long run would have been more
useful to the USSR as a jailed martyr than as an exile living

in the Soviet Union.

A majority of the dissidents believe that a Soviet
desire to give General Secretary Brezhnev's 70th birthday cele-
brations on December 19 an added fillip was an imporxtant reason
for going along with the exchange. A minority view is that Mos-
cow was signaling President-elect Carter that it might be will-
ing to exercise greater leniency in human rights matters, par-
ticularly through quid pro quo arrangements. Few dissidents
believe that pressure from Western public opinion played a
major role in this case. v
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-i Most of the dissidents believe the exchange was prob-
ably a move that would not be soon repeated. Some have specu-
ljated that. the Soviet authorities, in order to minimize the
importance of the exchange for the future, might henceforth
sentence dissidents to periods of internal exile instead of
imprisonment. Moscow, they said, could then deny that a given

dissident is a prisoner and thus a candidate for an exchange.




