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Chile: Human Rights Issue

The OAS moeting beginning in San.
tiago ioday will draw aitention again to
1he issue of violations of human cights in
Chile. Daspite:the serious foreign poticy
problems caused Chile by the lssue, its
fenders have been slow (o doul with the
prablem, in pact beonuse they delieve their
hard-line_ approach is working to keep
down dissidence inside the obuntry,

The government hat taken some steps,
nevertheless, to reduce repression,

A decrve of the Chilean government in
Juawary purporied to put Weth la carlior
edicts regulating ‘the condict of arrests
and the (rmmen‘t of pdwlnm. The fre-

L HE R

quency of torture appesrs 10 -have
diminished. Following Secretary Simon's
vislt in enrly My, the junis seomed 10 be

.specding wp the reiense of detuinoes.

Chilean spokesmen have made public
the trial and conviction of some security

- ufficiais for grave abuses of humen rights
and said others ware standing teist for

similar offenses. Proaidomt Plnochet has
authorized his intoriot mintster and the
president of the Sepreme Court to in-
vestigate poulblc vlolauonl of human

. rights,

On the other luud. lhc government has

! given no indication that it may Nft the

state of siege that gives security forces
wide latitude in exercising their suthority.

. Draconian measures continue 10 be weed

uguingt opportents, although thers ure

. slgns of greuter seloctivity,

Reports of illega) detentions and dis-
uppearances ure il being heard-on u
reduced soale—as officials either circum.

© vent of openly dloohy the laws ummm
- their conduct.

There is little reason to believe "m the
Junta will euse its heavy-handed restric-
tions in other mreas. fis members have
been quick to tuke offense ut political
criticism. The niready ample cemsorship
proyisions were expanded lust December,
und since then the regime has ¢lampod
dawn on the radio und press outlets of the
oppmmon Christian Democeatic Party.

Political Attitudes

Mlliuty attitudes toward the Chriatian
Democratic - Party—the country's
largest—=and its leader, former president
Eduardo Frel, have fong been hostile. The
Christian Democtats have even boen

blamed in large pm for Allmdo 's acces- .

sion 10 power.

Chances of ueoncmmon betmn the
military and the Christian Democrats
appear remote. The junta seems to want
to destroy the party by splintering and
wenkening it As long as the junts con-
tinves on this course, the Christian

Demacrats, wenkeaed by internal |

divisians, stand to be shoved Nurther to the
porlp'my of nutional lifs, '
The mmmmm s relations wm\ the

Cutholic Church urc swu smugonistic,
but both sides have refeained from taking
positions 121 would force an open break.
The church hierarchy believes—probably
correctly—that the government is bitter
about the church's sole in behalt of humen
tights and considers it & rallying point for
anti-govermment agitators.

Cardinal Silva has preserred 1o make
his  compluints privately, but he has
recently been enruged over the arrests of
lawyers active in church-sponsored
programs fo defend political prisoners
and has threatened & public protest,

. Labor leaders are inctessingly out.
“ spoken in their opposition to the regime
and feustruted over their inability to in-
Nuence policies or protect the workers' in-
terests. They are aware, however, of the
futitity of open protest,
" Fearing grester suppression, they will
probubly remain quiesceni. Sweeping
'purges of the universities and other
! educational institutions have demoralized
intelloctual circies and intimidated stu-
; dent and faculty opponents.
! Some groups previously considered
| supporters of the junts are becoming dis-
affecied. Lesders of the conservative
i Nationa! Party and small businessmen
U are restive under the impact of the
¢ economic depression sand the curbs on
i political expression, This loss of support
does not threaten the military regime im-
i medintely, but it does poriend a'signifi-
cant long-term erosion that could leave
* the junte with only its hardeore following.
| Growing Sell-Amurance
i The juma’s atiempts to eliminate the
! politicsl system that existed before the
coup are conslatent with ita ideatiatic aim
of building a wew sucicty besed on vague
concepts of aationstism, Christian
i humanism, and asthoritarisnism. The
i military hrv made littie headway toward
! crestingay slur or institutiona! buse for
| Hs new soclety, but there Is no real
challenge 10 lts dominstion,
The military clenrly plans to piay a
. prominent role for the indefinlty future.
i Public support for the junts has waned
i notably since its takeover, but not enough
| 1o have @ decisive impact on the overall
political situation. i
Government feaders belicve they are on
the right track, and in the past few months
they have displayed fresh confidence
reflecting thelr belief that the wont
abstacien have been
Recent ecoaomic jand political
developments have confinned=—in the jun.
10's ayes==~tha correciness of ita policien.
Milicaey loaders see Cultan-Soviet moves
In Angols as reinforcing their view of the
dangers of communism, They interpret
the coup in Argentina as yet another ina
series of justified military 1akeovess in
response (o anarchic political conditions
created by Marxists, |
The generals in Santiago view with
gratification und approvel the growing
idealogical affinity with most of their
South American neighbors. Pinochet's re-
cent state visit to Uruguay, for exampie,
snderscored the crestion of closer ties
based on mutusl antipathy toward com-

munism, ]| i
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