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OAS General Assembly Meeting in Chile

The venerable dut Ineective orpnlu-
i tion of American States doss not recelve
i much concrete backing or even continuing
" interest from its 24 member states—in
spite of offarts by Sectetary General Or.
| flla to tuen its lumbering bureaucracy into
" & respansive and dynamic stafl.

There It, nevertheless, - considerable
intevest in the next moeting of the OAS
General Assembly, which opers in Sunti-
ago, Chile, on Friday and is Kkely to
lust two weeks. Some members view the
session as an opportunity (9 gauge the
ntate of relations between the US and
Latin  America, a relstionship most
Latins feel has been : neglocted by
‘Washington, :

Even more interest will focus on the
conletence husts. 1t wilt be  chance for
the many delegates, obssrvers, and medis
tepresentutives lo take a close fook at
Chile, which hes become the pariah of
the hemisphere. Whether this spocial
sttuntion will be helpful 1o Chile—or

10 the OAS, which s also in dire nesd
of a boostesls questionable, '

‘The Chllenns hope for an smicable,
frictionless display of Inter-American
cooperation. Despite the routine nature of
the formal agends, however, and despite
agreements to {imit the private meetings

smong foreign ministers (0 informal, |

businessiike procedures, hazards abound.
Mexico s boycotting the conference
because of the venue, and legisiators in
Costa Rics and Venezueln have advised
theic gaverniments to do the same.

Domestic opponents of the Chitean
government might (ty w provoke In-
cidents o embarrass Prosidont Pinochet
during the meetings. Some of his se-
curlty meoasures could play into their
hands. The curfew, special documents.
tion procedures for conference delegates
and journalists, and pousible pestric-
tions on what journalists may cover
sre likely 10 gurraniee the Junts a
generslly bad preas,

A numbst of issues may place countries

or blocs of eounmn in conflict:
¢ OAS reform and the Panama
Canal, bath on the sgenda as cursory
s10tus regorts, are touchy insues which
some delegates may decide to raise for

immediate discussion.

¢ There are rumors that one of
more governments might re-introduce
the Cuban probiem, s formerly

(See OAS. . .Page 2)
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From Page 1 :
divisive issue that has been revived by !
Cuba's African udventures. A recent
tound of discussion among Chilé,
Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivis, and |
Argentina aboul the need 1o strenathen |
the inter-American security system *
lends substance to these rumors.. ' |

¢ Discussions of the US Trade Act |
of 1974 may broaden the criticlem of
the US role vissu-vis the developing |
countries already expressed by Brazil
and Venerueln in other forums, Lating |
doubl that the US wishes to be helpfut !
to the region and question any wd. |
ministeation's ability to follow through |
on commitments in the face of oone |
gressional resistance. - ;
¢ The Commanweulth lsland states |
of the Caribbean may make an issue of | A
the Latin countries’ wariness about ad- | |
mitting Guyane, Belize, and emerging
istand mini-states that would furiher |
angficize the OAS. : b
¢ Accounts of brutality toward die- |
sidents by 8 number of member states ;
will .indice others to take & strong
“stand opposing such abuses, ]
To ‘s large degree, the mood of In- ]
ter-American gatherings depends on the |
momenta:y state of the region's mercurial |
reistions with the US. Notwithstanding
" the many divisions within the

Latin-Caribbean bloc, its membery agree

on the need for cohesivencss in dullng

with the US, How the bioc reacts 1o

vatious US positfons at the conference

will lurgely determine the Lone and wtility
of mu Genera) Auembly- l : ‘
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