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Crle 111
" Huinran Rights Image

The Chilean Junta is making a deler-
mircd effort to improve its image on
huree, rights fssues. 1t has tecently re-
Ieaseu 49 political prisoners and pledged
to expedits, other ipending requests for

| .

parch. ! !

©O'i*als of the :Pinochet government
have sl.o indicated thelr intent 10 resume
talks with the UN Human Rights Com.
mission, which were broken off last July
when Pinochet abruptly barred the visit of
the commission's investigating team, That
decision provoked strong criticlsm from
i the UN and from Western countries that
had supported the UN bid. AL its moeting
in February, the UN commlssion lssued &
report condemning Santingo's Internsl
security practices; the report was baved

- iargely on accounts by Chilean exiles.

Forelgn: Minister Catvajal told
Secretary Simon in Santisgo last week
that at leadt 41 Chilean officials have been
prosecuted for abusing human rights.
. Public knowledge of government cfforts
7 to curb maltreatmerit by punishing those
responsible may have a sobering impsct
on the security forces and could improvw
Chile's image abroad.

The maeting of the OAS Cenural
Assembly In Sentlago next month may
stimulate the government 10 work further
to improve its practices. The
fnter-American Heman Rights Commis-
sion has Chile on senda, providing

even more incentive. _
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