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| Chile

i Torturers Proaocutod

The Chilean government i appanmly
taking stronger measurcs 10 punish
members of its sccurity kuu for shuses
of human rights.,

pecret military (A NAYS resunes N

convictions of military. und police Pﬂ‘-

sonnel charged with torturing——and n
some cases killing—prisoners. |

; The top army commander for the Snn- :
! tiago region, General Rolando Outay,

; who also serves as military judge for the
. .capital, jias heard some cases

and is preparning 10 neas olhm)

He spparently is being pressed by [

group of army generals 10 saplore with
Prenident  Pinochet the posibility of
publicizing some trisls 1o demonsteate the

sdministration’s sincetity in nfqurdin.
 human rights, ;
Public knowledge of the lihh would
. likely be well recelved sbrond, wivere

Chile’s image has sharply declined
because of the human rights situstion. On
the other hand, such knowledge could

. draw unweicome attention to specific in-
' stances of power abuses that have tzken

place since (he September (973 coup.

Chilean officials may well be justifiod in
their fears that outaiders might dig deoper
into the evidenoe and uncover & web of of-
ficlally condoned violations. Doing so
could implicate some high-ranking
members of the government as welf as
hurt the morafe of security forces,

It is stilt tou early to determine how far
Pinochet will go 1o end maltreatment of
privoners, but word of the trinls ls likely to
have some remedial effect as i filters
through the security fm I
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