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Chilean Military Government Reappraising Controversial Policies -

The Pinochel' governmeni in Chile
sppears 1o be reappraising s policies in
reaction ta fevers -« domestically and in-
tecnationally. (( has (sken o few tentative
stepe Loward reforming ita internal securl-
ty practives, bul Wwinning imernational
acceptance s protuMy beyond the
capabilities of the present regime. Chife’s
economic depression would be difficult to
cure even if the governmem were more
favorably regarded by fareiga tenders and
{nvestors,

Chile's military gmmenl has been
repeatedly pilloried by foreign

pant ieties, and inter-
national tribunals for ia harsh trestment
of supporters of the deposed Allende
regime and its state-ol-siege aftitude
toward disent. Concessions to workd opi-
nion have not staved off throe new blows
in the paat month: |
v The UN Humsn Rights Coma, ieston
insued another Indictment of Chife's treat-

Leigh, blame the Directorate of National

ment of prisoners und suspects. lntelligence for ignoring past govern.
© The [nternational Commimion of  ment directives and want it modified and

Jurists declared that the 's  placed under new lendership. This Is un-

lcgal actions were hwm:km to protect  likely 1o appesl 10 Pinochet, who has

prisoners from torture snd mal close p { ties to the intelligence
& The US Senate voted to cut off all  chief.

military ssles and deliveries. The most recent indication that

The Chilesa armed forces get mut of
their mang and equipment from the US
and are dent on & for repl
and modernization, Alter::: mueu ln

Pinochet may be responding to pressure
for change i [hat & department of
human rights has been set up within the
Interior ministry, This department has
been charged with investigating all com-

Weslern Evrops have
Caile's Jonders are now facing the (act
that the wellare of the military and the
econamy may well depend on the
government’s mdemkiu po|l\ cal
reformas.
: Hesltant 1o Change

Presidemt  Pinochet has «ubbornly
resistod dismantling the authoritarian ap-
parsir: created by the junta alter
Alfersic's ouster. Fear of & resurgent left,
an e oriding concern, has been the chief
cuuer of the hesvy-handed messures that
have unaracterized the regime. i

Pinochst has set an ausiere tone for
what b nd his colleagues ses as & poriod
of racunstruction during which afi
potities! activity must be banned and tota)
complin.«e with the military’s policies en-
forced. tis sees Chile as the target of &
wotidwice Marxist compiracy and the
viclim of an unjust campsign by liberal
Rroups in the Western democracies, most
of wingl ha regards as having boon ender-
mined and nevirsiized by the communists,

ta puble, Pinochet still atiacks foreign
enera. 42 the cause of Chife's troubles,
but ¢, ; 'ivate he scer's to accept that the

plaints of " abuses of humen rights, It will
teport directly to the President and s sup.
posed (o { fate proposais to imp

security procedures wnd treatment of
prisoners, Pinochet may iske it ad-
vice—-aliegedly uiready given—to shut

. down some nolorious interrogation

centers,

There are other signs that the govern-
ment is trying (o clean up its detention
procedures. Under the provisions of re.
cent decrees outlining oversight guidelines
and guarantees of rights for political
pri both the president of the

. supreme court and the justice minister
" have made ourprise visits to the Tres
" Alamos detenti

Canii

center n

Clmml tmm members Admlr-l Mrrlm. hmdmt Hmdm md Gcnml Leuh

Pinochet i unhuppy with the present
system of rotating the presidency to the
senior member, which st Jeast in theory
would deprive the army of its dominant
role in the event Pinochet is incapacitated.

opposition on cconomic iesues 2 ponrly
organized und do aot have the wiil to risk
attacking the regime openly.

inflation has been a top government
priority but litth progress has been made
combntting it. The small decrense in the
inflation rate has heen more than offset by
a 1) percent decline in gross national
product.

Chite is hurt by the continued low price
of copper on world markets. The problem
is comprunded by the high cost of
petroleum and other major imports,
Farcign deht service paymenis now
amoun to about SHOD million per year.
Chiie hapes to avoid having to repeat last
year's rescheduling exercise with its major
credilors. but it cunnot cover its minimal

bligati from i t loan
sources unfess i can arninge bitsteral
concessions or moratoria.

Failure 10 secwie linancial support
could mean decper cuts in basic imports,
which coufd udd to the pofitical problems,
A squeesze on capital imports would
further depress industeial output. That, in
turn, would increase unemployment,
retard growth, and add to inflation.

1o

Pinochet will probably try to change US Military Ald
the present system and may even attempt A US decision 10 withhold military
disp with the junta would Chile's sen-

structure sltogether, The major constraint
preventing this step now is the fear that it
wouid lead to wecusutions that he is hent
an extablishing & personai dictatoeship. In
addition, the fact of the junta’s existence
serves 10 project an image—no malter
how tesuaus—of mititery unity and sup-
port for the President.

On March 8 Pinochet replaced the
lahor minister, an incompetent air force
general, with & young university professor
with no known views on fabor matters.
Pinochet may hope by this act to give the
appesrance of being more responsive to
lubor leaders, who have petitioned the
government to do something about the
steep climb in the cost of living and sharp-
iy rising unemployment.

Gloomy FEconomle Outlook

The Chilean economy appears to he
heading toward another difficuit yenr and
prospects for rapid recovery are not en-

They IEPssscd theic findings to
Pinochet and indicated that their unen-
nounced visits would continue and would

* include trips by their representatives to

ceniers onlside the capital.
It i still onclear whether the govern-

- ment will close the “private™ interroga-

tion centers opersted by the intelligence
mervices, The worst cases of torture are
said 1o have occurred in these makeshift

government’s policies have ibuted lo
its isolation. He may be considering tak-
ing steps ta correct some sbuses before
the Organization of American States con-
venes in Santingo In June, bringing the
military government under scrutiny o( the
international press,
Taking the First Stepe

A debate s under way vd(hlu the
government on both political and
economic reforms, Some junta members
wnd government sdvisces reportedly are
urging Pinochet 1o set & dute for the ter-
mination of mititary rule, but hy is unlike.
iy 1o do this. At mosnt, he will probably
press for early completion of the constitu-
tion that fs now being drafled,

le he-d of the cmmmon.l reform

b p letion of
the document duﬂn; the first half of this
yeat, This would presumably give the jun-
ta 8 chance 10 hold a referendum, which it
could point to sx evidence of a populac
mandate.

Some presidential advisers belleve that
recent decroes apelling out rules for troat.
ment of politicat prisoners will corret the
most Nagraat abuses and give the mititary
government u Beticr image. Others, in-
cluding slr force Junta member Qeners!

,

Changing Partners

The junta will probably soon undergo
fas first personnel change since the coup In
Sepiember 1973, Admirsl Merino, the
nava chiel, sulfered 2 heart attack In
mid-February aid is expected to be
replaced. Merino's departure would
elcvate the air force member, Oencral
Leigh—a (frequent critic of Plnochet's
policies—10 the senior position and make
him nest in line to head ihe |unia.

cournging. The southern hemisphere
winter will work additional hardships on
the middic and lower classes, Some of-
ficials are calling for substantial changes
in the economic austerity program, but
the junta's basic policies will probably re-
main intact,

An 18-percent rate of unemployment, a
low level of production, snd shortages of
agricutturni commodities and cupital
goods will impose strains, but discontent
is not so great as 10 be 2 serious threat to
government stability, Potential sources of

xitivity 1o the intentions of Peru, which is
militarily much stronger. Although Chile
could react sharply to such a US decision,
perhaps by ousting the US military mis-
sion, its nced for fuiure aid would
probubly be another spur for some
political change in a bid to improve
relations with Washington,
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