R L ol uhielT 1> DUlUS‘:SOIOS

OfZice o0f tre Dizeacto= of Cezntzal Intelligance

FRONM:

NO3BZR 07 pdAG=ES 8 {including cover sheer)
RZMARKS :

- sl

Attached are sporme additi{oral zaterials,

Please give

e 2 c2ll when you have a chance. Thanks.




e sOeal Sel.

..... - - = - k{
N /0 Lt - RPN . O e s e e, JSae® T g o -
—— — Tt e oy o vy ey LeiDm YW T LR, oS 2% T e AT TR e
LS e e SV T T e A i St XTSRS SRR NSS A R R e e R g

Intelligence Report
Office of Africen crd Ladn Americen Anclysis

27 Janxery 1995

Guatemala: Developments In the Bamaca Case %

VR 1 < 1 Colooc! Jubio Robero Alpirez killed
gucailla communder Efrein Bamaca, We bave no firghand accocnts of Baueaca's
fate, bot have received 2 pember of repocts indicaring that be was cxpared afive and

Klled while in custody by the military. There {s ggnificant circomstantial evidence
to suggest that Alpirez was at least the Intelecteal anthor of Bamaca's death.

o1t 23 known with the scnioc
of the Amy” that Alpirer tad Kilked Bomace. | mid-Jancary 1995, 1

RN o firmocd te allegation.

said that Bamica had beea capaured

alive in March 1992, bat that be is now cead. also stated that
Alpirez , thea third cormmander of Miliury Zone 13 at Sun Marces (where

Bamaca was beld), took charge of the inteogation,
eporied in that Alpirex
13d pecsonally interviewed Bamaca after his

capture.

Alpirez bas 2 histocy of haman rights violadoas Mast oot bly, (D
&:poﬂ of October 1991 indicated that Alpirez was present whea US

citizen Michae] Devine died in June 1990 while ondergolng interTogation at a oait

under Alpirez's command.  The report also characierized Alpirez as 2n extreracly
violeat individoal who bad murdered guerrilla prisoness in the past gy

We cannot ascertain with certainty, howzver, that Alpirez was responsibie for
Bamaca's death. We bave 00 cyewioess reposs regarding his role in Barascx's fate.
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Morcover, in te SHEEEIIIIP - poc cied 1bove, .
@ incrrogated Bumacy, intelligence officers from the
rmoved Bamaca from San Marces and he rever saw him 1zl

1aaca was aken away in April
1992 by 2'D-2 (Geoenal Staff Intelligeace Directerate) helicopter. . Given these
discrepancies, it is pessible, thoogh o

nlixely, that the military is offering op Alpirez
15 1 scspe ouc NI |
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Guatemala: Chronology on the Bamaca Case (U)
- T Janvarii

Guatcmalan

. S C e It was known within the seniar ranks of
the Ammy® that Bamaca was KHled by Colonc! Jolio Roberto Alpirez, third
commander of Military Zone 18 (San Marcas) at the tirne of Bamaca's
capture. The government official spoke in mid-Jansary 1995 with .

nfumed the allegaton. GRSERETENNEC——

. 1 review of Guatemalan
press for March 1992 revesled 1 nurober of articles 1bout en encoonter

. berween the Amay and ORPA guemillss ncar Nucvo San Carlos oa 12 March

1992~the incident j4 which iavolved Bamsca. The wroicles refer to a guemilla

casuzlty left oo the field, 12d cne paper claims the Tleader of the group” was

Killed. The press reports do not further idendfy the dead gucm'.lla_-

* A 13 Janvary Embassy report says the Guaternalan Hurman Righss
Ombudsman Office on 9 Deczraber 1994 submiced its final reporton its
30-day invesdgadon into the Barmacs case. The Offics concluded that
Barpaca was cot found 1o be detained by 20y Guatemalan officials or the
sccurity foress, but that it could not det=rmaine whether Bamaca wes alive o
dead. The Embassy notes that the intervicws conducizd by the Office appear
W have been very perfunciocy and superficial”.

Barnaca had been caprured alive, held and interrogated for
about one month, but that b is new ced. (NI -
exact roethod of his eliriaagon is unknown®, but that it is ulikely he was
duroped at sea by 3 belicopier duc o the cast of such an operation. (IR

Ucre is no “firsthand evidence” o

confirmm Bamacz's death,
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B Decnter 1994 repors, cported
tha N C - (< -2 2n said that

Barmaca had bezn caprured alive in March 1992, but that he is now degd. He
siated that te officer who took charge of the interrogation was Colone! Julia

Roberto Alpirez, then-third commander of Miliary Zone 18

: _&ﬁd that Bamaca had been captured alive and believed he
was sall alive 4-5 weeks later, but
belicved Bamaca had been Klled.

Barzeca had been slighty
wounded 10d cooperated with his muitry intelligence (D-2) Interogators—
although informsdon about arms caches later proved o be erroneous. In
April 1992, Bamaca reportedly was taken away in 1 D-2 helicopter and never
sezn by the junics officer again had
obscrved militiry intellizence persoanc] throw live guemillas from helicoplers
into the occan, and suggesied this may have happered 10 Bamaca.

the Armay has an onspecified nurober of
former guestillas on its payroll. following caprure,
rebels are givea a choics: cither collabocate with military int=ligence against
forraer comnades or be surnroanly executed and baried in an unmarked grave.

thesc methods have beea used by the Army since the
beginning of the tnsurgency, and continve to be craployed despite the
attentioa of homan rights activists. all capturcd
guermillas—with the exception of these puraded befor the media for
propaganda purpases—are interrogated for their intzlligence value, and in the
roajonity of cxses arc then Killed and buried. As to Barsaca's fatc SR>

the Army docs not have the rebel

leader in custody. opinion, however, the Army should wm
Barmaca, er his remaing, over to Jeanifer Harbury in‘order 0 end the media
attention the casc is receiving,
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reooried that an

unidentific reesndy related that
o Marc had killed two guerrillas m an amed encounter in

uctzaltznango. Onc of the dead rebels appeared 1o have bezn & commander;

he worz & special uniform and new boots, and carmied 1 rdio and 31 weapon.

e ould not identi c de=d insucgen

insurgent was Commagdantz Everardo. 23

Cggess that the Army may have repla
surgeat’s in an effort to cover up any evidence of tortore.

Pl uateoalan Gl
rom convessstions with ofe iy
personal experience—~stated that
and t=kzn ©0 1 military camp
Bamaca's cagture was vicwed as a great sucesss by e government because at
the time he was the only importent indigenous guerrilla leader

the Army later realized the cass would become 1 politcal propaganda issue
for the URNG following the February 1993 tesimoay before the UN
Cormmission en Human Rights in Gencva of two guerillas who claimed to
have scen Bamaca alive inside 2 clandestine prison before they escaped.

« In May 1%* that Minister of
Defense Enriquez gave'vertal orders to all milinry zone commanders o

idendfy clardestine cemetzries and purge intelligence-relatzd documents.
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was taken away by unidentified r.ni!iuuy intelligence officers from the Armed

Forces Geeeral Staff; the senior officer claims be never 222in saw Bamaca or
heard anything about his wherzabouts or mtmw
reportedly tmplied to his confidant that Bamaca was in Lif

not excelienq, health at the ime of his capture.

cxpressed the personal opinion that even if Bamaca was dead, the sovemment
and the military would not tum over his remains because they would then be
open 10 2 flood of requests for the remains of other vicdms of the long and

bloody civil war.

* [n carly Ocober 1993, former Ary specialists (senior enlisted woops)
Francisco Solobal and Tiburcio Hemnandez, both serving a 30-year seatence
for their rlk in the marder of US citizen Michacl Devine, publicly claimed
they had engaged in Amy-run death squad activity and coold provide
inforrmation on clandestine cemeteries and jails

the Guatemalan Nadonal Defense Sutt, worried that such
gadocs—cven if not truc—could damage the Amuy’s image at 2 time when
it was making great siides in improving its reputatioa, sent a senior
counterintelligence officr to meet with the imprisonced specialists; these ex-
soldiers subsequendy admitd to having exaggerated claims of havin
icipatd in 'dcacz 01d” activi

cportcxﬂy stated that Bamaca was
d reither confim noc deny the 2llegation




M;m in carly March
1992 that Bamaca had been caprured 2and was in good condition despite a light

wound to the arm, coorts Bamaca was treated well by the Army,

urther commented
that Bamaca conunued 1O COOpRle Wi . 2nd that news of his

capture likely would be kept secret by the Armay, which might even claim he
was killed in xdonh

1

In the casz of Bamaca's fate, the evidence points to the Likzfihood he was capured
dive in March 1992, Howevzr, we bave no reliable information to ascertain whether
he is s3ll alive and being held in 2 clandestine military prison. According to the
tesdmony of the two guzmillas csapess, Banaaa was last sighted in Joly 1992,
Harbury claims that he was sighied 1n the presence of Ay toops as recendy as
several weeks 130 by farmers tn San Marcos, but we arc uaabk 19 cormoborate this.
While the Armay would have 1 strong inczadve 10 kz<p him alive~(oc his suppaszd
knowdedge of ORPA’s structurs and pessonncl--and urm him against his former
carnrades, the pessibility exists that he may have died of barleficld wounds and bezn
buried in an as-yct-unidendficd grave. The Army also could have executed Bamaca
after it extacied from him whatzver uszfd informoation it sought The Amay, foc its
part, ains very tight-lipped aboct this 1nd other siratlar caszs, and is ualikely o
open up o 1 foll inquiry on the subicst




