1. PLEASE DISTRI3SUTE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION AMONG
EMPLOYZES.

2. THIS IS AN UPDATE FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY RESPONDING TO
THE INACCURATE MEDIA STORIES ABOUT THE KILLINGS IN GUATEHALA,
INCLUDING THE HURDZR OF AMERICAN CITIZEN MICHAEL DZIVINE. IT IS
LTIKELY THAT THE HEDIA WILL CONTINUE TO RUN STORIES AB0UT
GUATEMALA FOR AT LEAST THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS. IN THE HEANTINE,
THIS UPDATE IS BEING PROVIDED FOR CIA EMPLOYZES. %a%l

SERQET

APPROYED FNR RFLEASE

bl

-




L

|

Current

L e e e wmcte— e = _—— e e e — = s = -~ -

« - N . ‘ —
Classification:> 4 é&ﬂg
A

ACCOUNTS OF THZ TRAGIC DEATHS OF MICHAEL DEYINE AND EFRAIN
BAMACA YELASQUEZ HAVE I[MPLIED AND IN SOMZ CASES STATED THAT THE
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY LIED, PURPOSELY WITHHELD
INFORMATION, OR WAS IMPLICITLY INVOLVED IN THESE KILLINGS.

SUCH ACCOUNTS ARE WRONG AND MISLEZAD THE AMERICAN PUBLIC.

RECOGNIZING THAT [NDEPENDENT CONFIRMATION OF "THE FACTS
WOULD BE NEEDED, THE ACTING DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
DIRECTED ON 27 IJANUARY 1995 THAT THE CIA'S INSPECTOR GENERAL
UNDERTAKE A THOROUGH INVESTICATION OF THE ALLEGED RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN CIA AND GUATEMALAN OFFICIALS. THAT EFFORT IS WELL
UNDERWAY AND SHOULD BE COMPLETED IN SEVERAL WEEKS. THE CURXENT
LEVEL OF MISUNDERSTANDING DEMANDS, HOWEVER, THAT WE PROVIDZ AN
ACCOUNTING OF THE FACTS THAT ARE AVAILABLE AT THIS TINME.
HOWEVER, CONCL!'SIONS CONTAINED IN THIS COMMENTARY ARE
CONSISTENT WITH THE IG INQUIRY TO DATE.

CHARGES THAT CIA WITHHELD INFORMATION OR THAT IT IS "OUT
OF CONTROL™ ARE WITHOUT FOUNDATION. THE AGENCY FULFILLS 17S
KISSION AT THE DIRSCTION OF THE PRESIDENT; ITS FUNCTIONS 'AND
PERFORMANCE ARE DETERMINED BY LAW AND MONITORED BY CONGRESS.

QUESTIONS ABOUT WHETHER HE SHOULD BZ OPERATING IN LATIN
AMERICA DISREGARD THE FACT THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS EXTENSIVE
NATIONAL INTERESTS IN THAT REGION OF THE WORLD. THE
INTELLICENCE COMMUNITY'S ROLE THERE, AS ELSEWHERE, IS T0
SUPPORT US POLICYMAKERS “"BY PROVIDING INFORMATION ON A WIDE
RANGE OF ISSUES, INCLUDING DRUG TRAFFICKING, POLITICAL AND
MILITARY TRENDS, ACTIVE INSURGENCIES, AND HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES.
[XPORTANTLY, HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR ITS INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION
CAPABILITIES, THE US COVERNMENT STILL WOULD KNOW VIRTUALLY
NOTHING ABOUT THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE DEATHS OF

. MICHAEL DEVINE AND EFRAIN BANACA YELASQUEZ.

IN DEVELOPING SOURCES OF INFORMATION, OUR INTELLIGENCE
SERVICES MUST DEAL WITH MANY TY®PZS OF PEOPLE, INCLUDING SOME OF
QUESTIONABLE CHARACTZR. THESE OFTEN ARE THE ONLY PEOPLE WITH
ACCESS TO IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND A WILLINGNESS TO SHARE IT
WITH THE US GOVERNMENT. ON OCCASION, INTELLIGENCE ASSETS TAKE
ACTION THAT IS NEITHER DIRECTED NOR CONDONED BY US AND IS IN
DIRECT CONTRAVENTION OF US LAW. WHEN THAT OCCURS, AGENCY
POLICIES REQUIRE THAT SUCH RELATIONSRIPS BE ENDED AND THAT
POSSIBLE VIOLATIONS OF US CRIMINAL LAW BE REPORTED TO THE
APPROPRIATE US LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES.

) US INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES HAVE SEVERAL INDEPENDENT
STATUTORY RESPONSIBILITIES WITH RESPECT TO POSSIBLE VIOLATIONS
07 US CRIMINAL LAW. ONE IS TO REPORT THE FACTS TO THE
APPROPRIATE US AUTHORITIES. ANOTHER 1S TO PROTECT SOURCES AND
ETHODS, AN OBLIGATION THAT OFTEN LINITS OUR ABILITY TO MAXE
PUBLIC ALL INFORMATION ACQUIRED IN A CASE. A THIRD IS TO KEEP
OUR OYERSIGHT COMMITTEES IN CONGRESS FULLY AND CURRENTLY
INFORNMED. :

IN THE CASES OF MICHAEL DEVINE AND EFRAIN BAHACA
VELASQUEZ, ClA FULFILLED THESE RESPONSIBILITIES WITH THZ
EXCEPTION OF ITS POSSIBLE FAILURE, AS NOTED BELOW, TO INFORM
CONGRESS IN A TIMELY FASHION OF SOHE REPORTING ON THE DEATH OF
MICHAEL DEVINE.
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IN THE CASE OF MICHAEL DEVINE, WHO WAS MURDZRED IN JUNE
1990: '

CIA RECZIVED INFORMATION CONCERNING DEVINE'S DEZATH IN AUGUST
1990 AND PRONPLY DISSEMINATED IT TO THE APPROPRIATZ LS
AUTECRITIES. THIS INFORMATION HELPZID LEAD TO THE ARREST AND
CONVICTION 3Y THE GUATEMALAN GOVERNHENT OF A NUMBER OF THOSE
INVOLVED.

-— IN OCTOBER 1991, THE CIA RECEIVED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
ABOUT ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL POSSIBLY INVOLVED IN DEVINE'S DEATH.
THIS INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED PROMPTLY TO APPROPRIATE US
AUTHORITIES. CIA SENT A LETTER CONTAINING FURTHER DETAILS TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ON 19 NOVEMBER 1991.°

—- BASED ON A SEARCH TO DATE OF OUR 1991 RECORDS, IT APPEARS
THAT CIA MAY NOT HAVE BRIEFED EITHER ONE OR BOTH OF OUR
CONGRESSIONAL OYERSIGHT COHMITTEES ON THE ALLEGATIONS OF
POSSIBLE YIOLATIONS OF US CRIMINAL LAW. HE SHOULD HAVE DONE
SO, AND WE ARE DISCUSSING THIS MATTER WITH THE COMMITTEES.

IN THE CASE OF EFRAIN BAMACA VELASQUEZ, WHO HAS MURDERED
IN OR ABOUT MARCH 1992:

-- CIA RECEIVED INTELLIGENCE REPORTING ON THE DISAPPEARANCE AND
POSSIBLE DEATH OF BAMACA IN THE SPRING OF 1992. FROX 1992
THROUGH EARLY 1995, WE RECEIVED CONFLICTING REPORTS; SOHE
[NDICATED THAT HE WAS DEAD, SOME THAT HE WAS ALIVE. THIS
INFORMATION WAS DISSEMINATED IMMEDIATELY TO THZ APPROPRIATZ
OFFICIALS AND AGENCIES.

- == IN JANUARY 1995, CIA RECEIVED CREDIBLE NEW REPORTING WITH
INFORMATION RZGARDING BAMACA'S DEATH AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF
41S DEATH. THIS INFORMATION WAS DISSZMINATED IHMEDIATELY TO
THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL STAFF, THE DEPARTHENT OF STATE,
AND A NUMBER OF OTHER GOVERNHENT ACZNCIES.

-— THT NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL REQUESTED A COMPLETE REYVIEW OF
THE NEW INFORMATION WHICH HAD NOT BEEN CORROBORATED AND WHICH
CONFLICTED WITH PREVIOUS INFORMATION, ALSO WIDELY DISSEMINATED
WITHIN CLASSIFIED CONSUMER CHANNELS. TWO DAYS LATER, CIA'S
COMPLETED ANALYSIS WAS PROYIDED TO BOTH THE NATIONAL SECURITY
COUNCIL STAFF AND THE STATE DEPARTNENT.

THE CIA WORKED QUICKLY AND CLOSELY WITH THE NATIONAL
STCURITY COUNCIL STAFF AND THE STATE DEPARTHENT TO CLTAR THE
INFORMATION FOR USE IN A DEMARCHE TO THE GUATEHMALAN GOYERNHENT
IN EAxLY FEBRUARY OF 1995. '

-- BY EARLY FESRUARY 1995, CIA HAD BRIEFED THE STAFFS OF 30TH
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEZS, AS WELL AS THE CHAIRMAN AND RANKING
4Z43ZR OF THE HOUSE PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE,
A30UT THIS INFORHATION.

IT IS APPROPRIATE AND DZSIRABLE THAT CIA'S PERFCRMANCE 3E
EXAMINED. WHEN THE INSPECTOR GENZRAL'S REPORT IS COMPLETED, IT
HILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE ADHINISTRATION AND THE
INTELLIGENCE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES. WITHIN THE NECESSARY
CONSTRAINTS IMPOSED ON CIA BY THE STATUTORY OBLIGATIONS TO
PROTECT CLASSIFIED INFORMATION, THE RESULTS OF THAT XIPORT WILL
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BE MADE AYAILABLE TO THE AHMERICAN 2UBLIC.

THZ INABILITY TO DISCUSS PUSLICLY ALL THE FACTS INVOLYED

IN THIS CASE HAS MaDE CIA THE TARGET OF INACCURATE CHARGES THAT
IT 24S ACTED IRRESPONSIBLY .AND WITHHILD INFCRMATION FROX
APPRCPRIATE RECIPIENTS. CIA IS RESPONSISLZ FOR PROVIDING ALL

INFORMATION CONCERNING POSSIBLE CRIMES TO THE APPROPRIATZ US

EXECUTIVE BRANCH AUTHORITIES; IN THE CASZS OF DEVINE AND
BAMACA, [T HAS DONE SO IN A TIMELY FASHION. IT IS THE
RESPONSIBLITY OF THOSE AUTHORITIES TO INVESTIGATE POSSIBLE
VIOLATIONS OF US CRIMINAL LAW AND T0 DETERMINE HOW THE
INFORMATION SHOULD BE USED IN REPRESENTATIONS TO FOREIGN

GOYERNMENTS.




