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(Editor's Note: The followeing update is for infernal *
" where, is to support Us policvmakers by

use only and responds to the accurate media

stories about the killings in Guatemala, including
the murder of American citizen M: ichaci Devine. It
is likelu that the media will continue te run steris
atout Guateniia for at least the next scveral diys.
I the mieantime. this update is deing rrovided jor
CLA employees.s

Accounts of the tragic deaths of
Michael Devine and Efrain Bamaca Velasquez
have implied and in some cases stated that the
Central Intelligence Agency lied, purposely
withheld information, or was impiicitly in-
volved in these killings. Such accounts are
wrong and mislead the American public.

Recognizing that independent confir-
mation of the iacts would be needed, the

Acting Director of Central Intelligence directed .

on ]anuary , 1995 that the CIA's Inspector

General undertake a thorough investigation of
" such relationships be ended arid that possible

the alleged relationship between Cl1A and
Guatemalan officials. That effort is well

underway and should be completed in several -
weeks. The current level of misunderstanding .

demands, however, that we provide an
accounting of the facts that are available at this
time. However, the conclusions contained in

! I this commentary are consistent with the IG
Uinquiry to date

Charges that CLA withheld information
or that it is “out of control” are without foun-
dation. The Agency fuliils its mission at the
direction of the President; its functions and
performance zre determined by law and

monitored by Congress.

Questions about whether we shouid be
operating in Latin America disregard the fact
that the United States has extensive national
interests in that region of the world. The
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Intelligence Community’s role there, as else-

providing information on a wide range of

. issues, including drug tratticking, wlxhcal and
. militarv trends. active insurgencies. and

human rights issues. Importantly;, had it not
been for its intelligence collection capabilities,
the US government still wwould know virtually
about the circumstances sur-
rounding the deaths of Michae! Devine-
and Efrain Bamaca Velasquez.

In developing sources of information.
our inteiligence services must deai with many
tyvpes of people, including some of question-
able character. These often are the oniy people
with access to important information and a

. willingness to share it with the US govern-,

ment. On occasion, intelligence assets take
action that is neither directed nor condoned by
us and is in direct contravention oi US law.
When that occurs, Agency policies require that

violations of US criminal law be reported to
the appropriate US law enforcement authori-
ties.

US intelligence agendes have several
independent statutory responsibilities with
respect to possible violations of US criminal

. law. One is to report the facts to the appropri-
. ate US authorities. Another is to protect

sources and methods, an obligation that otten

* limits our ability to make public all informa-

tion acquired in a case. A third is to keep our
oversight committees in Congress Tully and
currently informed.

In the cases of Michael Devine and
Efrain Bamaca Velasquez, CIA fulfilled these
responsibiiities with the exception of its pos-
sible failure, as noted below, to inform Con-
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aress in a timely faslton of some repo
the death of Michael Devine.

rting on

[n the case of Michael Devine, who was
murdered in June 199¢:
* CIA received information concerning
Devine’s death in August 1990 and :
promptly disseminated it to the appropriate .
US authorities. This information helped :
lead to the arrest and conviction by the
Guatemalan government of a number of
those involved.

In October 1991, the CIA received addi-
tional information about another indi-
vidual possibly involved in Devine's
death. This information was provided
promptly to appropriate US authorities.
CIA sent a letter containing further details
to the Department of Justice on
November 19, 1991.

Based on a search to date of our 1991
records, it appears that C1A may not have
briefed either one or both of our Congres-
sional oversight committees on the allega-
tions of possible violations of US criminal
law. We should have done so, and we are
discussing this matter with the committees.

- In the case of Efrain Bamaca Velasquez,
who was murdered in or about March 1992:

© emie wm mme -

* CIA received intelligence reporting on the
disappearance and possible death of
Bamaca in the spring of 1992. From 1992
through early 1995, we received conflicting
reports; some indicated that he was dead,
some that he was alive. This information
was disseminated immediately to the
appropriate officials and agencies.

In January 1995, CIA received credible new
recorting with information regarding
Bamaca’s death and the circumstances of
his death. This information was dissemi-
nated immediately to the National Security
Council staff, the Department of State, and a

NI

aumber of other government agencies.

The Neational Security Council requested a
complete review of the new information
which had not been corroborated and
which contlicted with previous information,
also widelv disseminated within classified
consumer channels. Two dayvs later, CIA’s
completed analysis was provided to both
the National Securxty Council staff and the
State Department.

¢ The CIA worked quickly and closely with
the National Security Council staff and the
State Department to clear the information
for use in a demarche to the Guatemalan
govermnment in early February 1995.

By early February 1995, CIA had briefed the
staffs of both ov er51ght committees, as well

- as the Chairman and ranking member of the
House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence, about this information.

Itis appropriate and desirable that
ClIA’s performance be examined. When the

- Inspector General’s report is completed, it will

be made available to the Administration and

_ the intelligence oversight committees. Within
* the necessary constraints imposed on CIA by

the statutory obligations to protect classified
information, the results of that report will be
made available to the American public.

The inability to discuss publicly all the
facts involved in this case has made CIA the

- target of inaccurate charges that it has acted

irresponsibly and withheld information from
appropriate recipients. CIA is responsible for
providing all information concerning possible
crimes to the appropriate US executive branch
authorities; in the cases of Devine and Bamaca,
it has done so in a timely fashion. It is the
responsibility of those authorities to investi-
gate possible violations of US criminal law and
to determine how the information should be
used in representations to foreign govern-
Ments. eIt e PP PRI -
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