Special Analysis

EASTERN EUROPE:

New Directions for Opposition

opposition ideas may gain greater Prominence In the future
as a new generation comes of political age.
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Increased Outside Contacts

The dissident organizations are trying to expand their contacts with
each other. The most dramatic example occurred this fall when

122 dissidents from Hungary, Poland, East Germany, and
Czechoslovakia signed the Budapest Appeal commemorating the
1956 Hungarian revolution. i all major
Hungarian dissident groups were scheduled to meet secretly last
week to discuss the revolution, only the second time the divergent
strands of the Hungarian opposition have met to discuss a common
agenda. (C NF)

Dissidents are also increasing their contacts with Western groups,
such as the West German Green Party, from which the East
Europeans derive encouragement, advice, and some material help.
Concern about these contacts has caused the authorities to lift
passports and increase surveillance. (C NF)

Outloo‘k

With the exception of Solidarity in Poland, most of the opposition
groups remain small, divided, and isolated, but party leaders may
have to pay more attention to their grievances than in the past.

These groups do offer alternative solutions to a growing number of
economic, social, and environmental problems: as the societies

become increasingly alienated from their rulers, they may be quicker
to seize on issues that could be embarrassing to the regimes; and new

groups seem to arise quickly in the region during periods of change.

There is little chance any of these groups will get a direct say in
politics or that the ruling parties will move toward Western-style
pluralism. But younger party leaders may soon develop a better
understanding of the grievances expressed by the opposition, and
these issues may prove divisive within the regimes as the next
generation comes to power.
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