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hurch | pronouncement on human rights .
| 'hﬂt‘fhe Chriltirpﬁnemocratick?arty.,l N
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Chile," issued on April 24, climaxed a period of |
ncreasing tensi n|between the ch ch and the junta.

. : I Lt | 2nIEY with Cardinal Raul Silva, 15¢
;thé)mepdfo:ftnapqqq:chlin chile, but still wants to |
‘avoid:an“ppen}bﬁeak between his regime and the church.
" The Junta President IS D1ares the Christian
i:,Demdcratic’Partj;'garticularly former president Frel,.
-« for''the tone;o:;thq*declaration. 1u1traconservat1ve
..+ eivilian advisers of the junta who oppose: the party
o may;be.pushing'thisﬁline, and the party's radio sta-
"/ ition could be the first to feel the junta's wrath.
,"The‘atation;lwhﬁchﬁrecently was hit with a six-day
. 'suspension, has 'refused to heed warninqn'onj“political'
:chommentaries:and has carried axtensive excerpts from
,_the-declargtion{ggﬁj : 5 | . o
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. Relations between the junta and 'the Christian
. Democrats have been on a steady downhill slide, but
'a group of army /generals who would like to curb con-
. servative civilian influence on the junta
' 'have met with Christian pemocratic figures and have
'fprofesseditoxbé1wotking behind the scenes to bring
about a dramatic increase in the pargy's‘roleiinithe
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v"?ﬁfPlahsgotgthisMnatute would be set back gsevereaely
@if'the_p;:ty*isﬁbl;medffo:‘the bishop's declaration.
‘A’ sharp goverannt}move against the party would also
drive it closer [to outright opposition to the regime=--~
a situation,that-would:deprive the junta of .a_poten-_

‘tial source of much active popular support.’

S




