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MEMORANDUM

Soviet Offer to Supply India Fuel for Tarapur ﬁ

Ihe Sevizt Unicn has on several occzsicorns <ndiected
taas s migat 52 wiliing to surply icw enriches uranium Jer
Tarapur i frze United States cuts off chizment. Indiz nes
0t pursued the matier., 2Przoize Sovie: motives For maiking
725 97 fer are unclear But Hescow orobakbly nopes tc orezie
‘the wmpres3ion that it is a msore reliable nuclear Suppilten
tiiar tae Uaited States. In any case, any Soviet decision on
Sarazur Fusl 0TIl Ee tcoken within the ifroader conte=: o
Scviet-Irdian and Scviet-Tnird World relations. ﬂ
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Since early 1978, the conpetitive dimension of the US-
Soviet interaction in the nonproliferation field has assumed
increas.nz salience. The _ SR is sensitive about becoming
t00 closely associated--ia the eyes of the developing nations--
with the industrialized and nuclear "West," Morcover,

Moscow suspects that the United States might actually condone

the acquisition of nuclear weapons by certain states in

order to safeguard US regional interests. The Indian case

offers the USSR an opportunity to exploit the dilemmas Ffaced

by US nonproliferation policymzhers in South Asia on a

relatively peaceful level, while at the same time inproving b“) b(3)
its image as a nuclear supplier to the developing nations.




Mdditionally, in the wake of the Soviet invasiocn of
Afghanistan, the Soviet Union has been seeking areas in
wnich it can mend its fences with the developing world in
general and with India in particular. Without dropping its
basic opposition tu nuclear proliferation, Moscow has recently
sought to appear as a more willing and reliable supplier
than the United States of nuclear materials fcr peaceful
applications in the Third World. Increased invclvenent in
the Indian nuclear program would be particularly attractive
to the Soviet Union for a variety of reasons. JAmong these
would be the opportunity to provide a politiczl counterweiyght
tc winat Mescow views gs US encouragement of Pakistan's
nuclear prcgram. ﬁ




