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Key political factions in
the Congo appeared to be marking
time during Premier Adoula's
visit to the US. Officials in
Leopoldville have stated that
Gizenga's removal from the
capital to a small island off
the Congo coast on 3 February
was at his own request. Central
government authorities, who were
instyucted by Adoula before his
departure to assure Gizenga's
personal safety, appear to be
awaiting guidance as to what
legal steps to take.

Adoula's rivals both in-
side and outside the government
are in doubt as to what degree
of support they should accord
Gizenga. Gizenga's self-imposed
isolation in Stanleyville led
many of his followers to despair
of his leadership and brought
about his eclipse as a political
leader. However, he retains a
degree of prestige as "Lumumba's
heir," and his detention has
been the object of protests and
demonstrations throughout the
Communist bloc, although criti-
cism of Adoula has been indirect.
Afro-Asian support for Gizenga
has been lukewarm.

In Katanga, Tshombé has
maintained a conciliatory pos-
ture in his dealings with the
UN. Tshombé has indicated his
willingness to permit joint UN-
Katangan inspection teams to
seek out recalcitrant mercenaries
outside Elisabethville. The
exodus of Europeans continues.

With respect to the Kitona
accords, however, Tshombé's
compliance has been limited
largely to entering negotiations
with the central government.

His public statements and
recent appeal to the Belgian
Council of State protesting UN
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military intervention suggest
that he still regards the terms
for Katanga's reintegration
with the Congo as subject to
compromise.

Union Miniere, whose pay-
ments have provided the bulk
of Katanga's revenue, reportedly
is seeking a reconciliation
with the Adoula government.
Leopoldville, however, has
hitherto insisted that the
central government be reim-
bursed for all payments made
to Katanga since the Congo's
independence. Union Miniere
reportedly contends that its
payments to Tshombé's:..govern-
ment were made under duress,
and that the central govern-
ment should recover the money
from Katanga.

Despite Gizenga's capitu-
lation, the central government
exerts effective control in few
areas outside of Leopoldville
and Equateur provinces. Al-
though the UN has mounted an
effort in northern Katanga to
apprehend Congolese Army units
responsible for recent atroc-
ities, the Congo itself has
no reliable security force to
prevent the recurrence of such

ipncidents. ]—
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dent of Kivu Province stated
in early February that there
is still the lack of security
which enabled Stanleyville
troops last December to kidnap
him and his ministers.

Except for Katanga, the
Congo continues to stagnate
economically, particularly in
those urban areas dependent on
a money economy. In Leopold-
ville, the estimated 69,000 un-
employed make up over 54 per-
cent of the African work force.
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The crime rate has markedly in- standstill.

creased, and the army of un- in late January
employed poses the threat of Luluabourg was without water
disorders at any time. Economic or electricity. He stated
life in Stanleyville, where that Europeans were continuing
floods have intensified economic to leave, and that the city
dislocations stemming from Gi- was "slowly but surely re-
zenga's earlier political activ- verting to the jungle."

ities, is reported at a virtual R .
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