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Military Developments

Iragqi Insurraétion Update

nsolidating their gains along the

' Government forces are co
Tigris River
Fighting in Kurdistan appears to be intensifying.
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Iraqi Opposition Groups to Meat

Representatives from all Iragi opposition groups will hold a

conference in Beirut during 10-12 March, |
The meeting will include members
of the Damascus-base Iraql Opposition Front, the Iranian-hosted
Supreme Assembly of the Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SAIRI)--whose
largest component is the Iragi Dawa Party--Kurdish groups, the
# Movement for the Salvation of Irag, "independents"
like the Free ‘Irag Council, and ex-Ba’thists. The aim of the
conference is to coordinate the activities of the disparate groups
and develop a joint program. According to Lebanese press, Kurdish
leader Talabani said the representatives would seaek to expand the
.terms of an agreement signed last December by several of these
groups with the aim of overthrowing Saddam Husayn. He also said

the meeting may consider setting up a government-in-exile. -

Comment: Iraqi oppositionists apparently are trying to capitalize
on the unrest in Iraq in hopes of further destablizing Saddam.
They probably will not make significant progress towards
developing a unified opposition, however, because of the deep
politiecal, social, and ideological differences among them. They
have not made much pbrogress toward building an exile government or
forming a National Assembly despite several months of effort,
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