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susJ: COMHENTS BY AN CUATEHALAN AN
‘ THAT INSURCENT LEADER EFRAIN BAMACA DIED OF
WOUNDS SHORTLY ASTER HIS CAPTURE IN KARCH 1992

DoL: HARCH 1992 - «SEREERIR 1994

SWHARY: NONE.

TEXT: 1. CEEEERRRND ‘ SMEREE CUATEMALAN CiERER
anenseesuERERENP CO'XENTED THAT THE HARCH 1992 CAPTURE BY THE
CUATEMALAN ARYED FORCES OF EFPAIN ((oBAMACA)) oVELASQUEZ, AKA
“COMANDANTE EVERARDO" OF THE REVOLUTIONARY ORCANIZATION OF PEOPLE
[N ARMS (ORPA), WAS VIEWED AS A GREAT SUCCESS BY THE GUATEMALAN
COVERNMENT BECAUSE AT THAT TIME BAHACA WAS THE OKLY I[MPORTANT
INDIGENOUS GUERRILLA LEADER, ALL THE REST BEING “LADINO" OR OF
HIXED SPANISH-INDICENOUS DESCENT. NN SAID FOR THIS
REASON, THE ARMED FORCES BELIEVED BAMACA'S CAPTURE REPRESENTED A
SEVERE BLOW TO THE HMORALE OF THE CUATEMALAN WATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY
IMION (URNG).

: AS HOT ASSICKZD TO SAN HARCOS
DEPARTHENT AT THE TIME OF BAMACA'S CAPTURE. HIS INTORMATION ON
THE CASE IS DERIYED FROM CONVERSATIONS WITH OTHER CUATEMALAN

SR OFFICIALS.)
2. eaenuReEEssssmEEeeREEEERSSU CO T INUED THAT

BAMACA SUSTAINED SERIOUS WOUNDS DURING THE FIREFICHT WITH
COVERNMENT SOLDIERS THAT RESULTED IN HIS HARCH 1992 CAPTURE. HE
SAID THAT TO THE BEST OfF HIS XNOWLEDCE, BAMACA DIED OF HIS WOUNDS
SHORTLY AFTER HIS CAPTURE

"

. THE —o@’rroneo THE
CUATEMALAN COVERNKENT FIRST REALIZED BAMACA'S CAPTURE AND DEATH




HOULO SECOME A POLITICAL. PROPACANDA ISSUE FOR THE URNC WHEN Tvg o
£SCAPED GCUATEMALAN GUERRILLAS APPEARED IN FEBRUARY 1993 BEFORE THE
UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS I[N GENEVA AND CLAIMED, TO
HAYE SEEN BAHMACA ALIVE IN A CLANDESTINS PRISON [NSIDE GUATEMALA.
HE SAID AT THAT TIME, SEVERAL PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORS RECOMMENDED TO
PRESIDENT SERRANO THAT THE COVERMMENT WORK TO PREVENT THE BAMACA
CASE FROM BECOHING A CONTENTIOUS [SSUE BY COING ON THE OFFENSIVE
AND MAKING PUBLIC DETAILS OF NUMEROUS CREDIBLE REPORTS OF THE
PRESENCE OF ‘FOREICN ADVISORS, INCLUDING AMERICANS, WITH CUSRRILLA
COMBAT AND POLITICAL FRONT CROUPS OF THE um:c.mo-
PRESIDENT SERRANO REFUSED. [N HINDSICHT, THE:

SUCCESTED, SUCH AN OFFENSIVE HMAY HAVE FORESTALLED
SUBSEQUENT POLITICAL PROPACANDA EFFORTS TO MAKE AN ISSUE OUT OF
THE BAMACA CASE BY PERSONS SUCH AS BAMACA'S ALLECED WIFE, U.S.
CITIZEN JENNIFER ((aHARBURY)). _

of. <mmmsly COMHENT: . HARBURY HAS BEEN CONDUCTINC A HUNGER
STRIKE SINCE 11 CCTOBER 1994 IN FRONT OF THE GUATEMALAXN '
PRES [DENTIAL PALACE IN GUATEMALA CITY IN AN EFFORT TO FORCE THE
GUATEMALAN COYERNMENT TO RELEASE BAMACA, WrO SHE BELIEVES IS STILL
HELD CAPTIVE BY THE ARMY IN A CLANDESTINE PRISOK.)




