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SUBJECT: Status Report re Investigation into Alleged Honduran/
FDN Human Rights Abuses

As a result of both the Committee's written inquiries. ang
discussions with genior Agency officials concerning alleged
Eonduran/FDN huran rights abuses, the Central America Task
Force is according the highest priority to this investigation.
While the Agency will not sacrifice quality to timeliness, all

. available resources are being devoted to this effort in order
- to respond as accurately and promptly as‘possiblg.

A thorough‘search of relevant He quarters files has_been
conducted in order to fu:gt%nwt; oY -

regarding s ST

The most laborious and~time-consuming aspect of this

. investigation is detersining the scope and validity of the|

human rights allegations. Since the majority of the charge’s
are general, they cannot readily be confirmed or refuted.
Several steps, however, are underway to define the extent and
legitimacy of the accusations by surfacing as rany specific
cases as possible. This is being accomplished by reviewing all
relevant Headquarters files as well as press iteas dating froa
1 January 1981 to the present. § N LT
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furnished to the Comrittee on an incremental basis as
substantive details sur face.

In addition to deternining what proportion of thesge
allegations is fact or fiction, a concerted effort {s being
made to ascertain who, {f not the Honduran government or the: T
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FDN, 18 responsible for these human rights violations. For
instance, is there a connection between elements of the
Honduran armed forces or the FDN and Salvadoran or Guatemalan
right-wing extremists? To this end, we have examined the
possibility of a link between Ricardo (El Chino) Lau and .
Roberto D'Aubuisson and have found no connection.

Responding to the question of possible FDN vepent in
Honduran/FDN human rights violations .
since mid-January, has reported extensive on this

ile we cannot assure the Committee that no atrocity

has ever been committed by any individual member of the FDN or
of the Honduran armed forces, we believe the following: —

~-We have no evidence of FDN complicity in alleged Honduran

human rights violations. Por the most part, the.excesses
cited in the press occurred prior to the establishment of
the FDN Directorate in December 1982. The civil crimes
of which we are aware occurred prior to 1981 and mainly
consisted of robbery and cattle rustling.

-—~The FDN has clear, stated policies against mistreatment

of civilians and enemy forces alike. As demonstrated in
the case of Suicida, Krill, and Cara de Majo, whose
criminal acts were committed against fellow members of
the FDN and Bonduran civilians, when the FDN does obtain

- information about punishable acts by any of its members,
it acts swiftly and appropriately. .

Intense frustration with Bonduras' archaic legal system--
which makes the prosecution and coaviction of subyersives,
kidnappers, guerrillac. etc. almost impossible«-has
undoubtedly caused some {ndividuals within the Honduran
military and tecuiIE&, ervices to disregard the principles
of respect for hus&l tights contained in-the Honduran
constitution.

concur with the State Department‘'s 198
' - that "allegations of human rights-related
abutes are fewer than in previous years and the Bonduran
Government shows enhanced sensitivity to these

complaints™.
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