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NORTH KOREA-SOUTH KOREA: Possible New Strategy

./ndications of North Korean responsibility for the bombinrg in
Rangoon—though still not conclusive—raise the possibility that

P'yongyang is adopting a more aggressive strategy toward South
Korea.

Burmese security authorities yesterday apprehended a third
Korean suspect. South Korean investigators in Rangoon reportedly
have been given permission to interrogate him. JJjij

IR 'y ongyang largely avoided highly visible terrorist
actions during the late 1970s. It viewed talk of US troop withdrawals

and the growth of political unrest in South Korea as favorable
developments.ﬁ

@Since South Korean President Chun took office in 1980, North
Korean President Kini ll-song has been dealt a series of setbacks in
his efforts to reunify the peninsula on his terms. Chun has firmly
consolidated control since taking power.-

ISouth Korea, as host country to a number of impending
international events, is achieving considerable worldwide recognition
and prestige. The US-South Korean security relationship has been
reaffirmed and strengthened. P'yongyang may have viewed Chun's
visit to Rangoon as an opportunity to remove the one individual most
responsible for these trends

K -Schnty precautions in Rangoon, on the other hand, are less

stringent, and the North Koreans have an established presence in
Burma. Chun'’s trip was first announced in June, giving P’yongyang

ample time for what appears to be a meticulously planned
operation. :
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