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P EDRO_ -~ Story of Misston

On 20 Feb 1945, Pedro, in uniform of Obergefreiter of
Infantry and supplied with Soldbuch and Sonderauswels of courier
df and Army C.P. (which Army not specificd), was flown from Lyon,
together with Carlos and Antonias. He was the second to drop,
landing exactly at ,the chosen poigt, some 25 km south of Stuttgart.
He lended in a tree, leaving him about six feet from the ground,
but uninjured. Cutting the gshrouds, he left the chute in the tree,
buried his strip teame, American pistol, and spade, and took off for
Stuttgart, about 12:30 A.M. .

 About 1 km before Stuttgart, he met Carlos; they went as
far g8 the city together, and then sepgratcd, as directed for his
mission. He went on toward Pforgheim,'apeﬂdﬁng the night in a small
villege en route. Pforzheim having been bombed the preceding night,
evacuation was taking place, and he continued to Karlsruhe, both by
car and on foot. There, being unable %o learn anything about the lo-
cation of the 216th Inf. Div. from soldiers he questioned, he celled
the telephone central, who knew nothing about the unit and therefore
assumed thet it was not in the vicinity. He want on to Brucksal and
Heidelberg, traveling at nlght, as he had to do most of the time
throughout his mission, as air attacks prevented daytine travel. At
Heidelberg, he learned that only convalescent troops were in the area.

While at the Heidelberg railroad statlon, where he drew
rations as a courier, his papers were controlled by a patrol, who took
him and a few others for further examination. The officér in charge
gquestioned the Feldpost number shown in his papers, and on celling up
about 1it, learned that it was the number of a Feldgendarmerie, and not
of an Army C.P. The officer did not seem angry, indicating that perhaps
there had been a mistake in the stemp used when his papers were issued,
but nevertheless had to call for a truck to take him to the military
jail. In the back of the truck were only the guard and Pedro, who weas
handcuffed. This was about 2:00 of 2:30 A.M. En route, he hit the guard
on the head with the sharp points of the handcuffs, tripped him, and then
jwaped from the truck. He believes he knocked the guard out, but did
not kill him. A short distance further, the truck hac stopped for a
railresd crossing, but Pedro dropped to the ground, walted, and was not
missed. After trying to break the hendcuffs on & rock, he remenbered
that they could be opened by inserting a knife blade between the teeth
and closing them tighter. This he proceédcd to do, with success.

Without eny papers or his pistol, all of which had been taken
by the patrol at the stetion, he went to Mannheim, end crossed the Rhine
without being controlled at the bridge. [Prétepdtpt/ b4 In Iudwigshafen,
he continued with his mission, though hendicapped by not hdving any
papers. He continued to Bad Durkheim, where he learndd from 5.5. men
whom he questioned that the SS Division "Goetz v. Berlichingen" was being
moved from Bitsch to Koln. Also, he Jearned that the staff of General

Blaskowltz was located in Bad Durkheim a%Q in Wachenheim. Proce%dépﬁ to
Frankenstein, he found a railhead, though aerial activity prevente v

APPROVED FOR RELEASE
DATE: __Juj 2000

\5;)“\\-’ C\%Q>Q> -\



(PEDRO) -2 -

from being used in the daytime. He continued to Enkenback, but besause
of the careful guard was unable to learn the nature of the supply dump
there. In Alsenborn, he tried to get into the message center to get
some information about the Lager there, but could not because of his
lack of papers. From there, he went to Keiserslautern.

In Kaiserslautern, he wes controlled by two men who appeared
to be ordinary soldiers but who identified themselves as secret field
police, who were rounding up deserters, and who noticed him because he
was carrying no rifle or helmet. Shortly, two more police came up.
Pedro told them he was just looking for police headquarters, in order
to turn himself in. He was taken there, and on being questioned said
he had escaped from a French F.W. cemp and come through the lines. Asked
why he had come so far back before reporting, he said he had not wanted
to report to just anyone, but wanted to f13% a ollce headquerters, where
he could be given a furlough and sent honté e ‘police then took him
to Wachenheim, where he was carefully questloned about conditions in France,
the treatment he received in the camp, etc. Asked how he was able to cir~
culate in France in German unifoom, he said he had gotten a civiliangd
suit. He sald he had passed through the German lines without Being
detected because it was at night and everyone was asleep.

de believes that his story was doubted, and that he was sus-
pected of espionage. He was sent to Bad Durkheim, where he was com-
pletely searched, and threatened, but not harmed. He was given a cig-
arette which put him to sleep for ebout ten hours, and on awakening, he
found himself in a cell with a French prisoner, the cell being guarded
by Russians in German uniform. He was there for eight days, being ques-
tioned several times, mostly about his early life, in answer to which he
told the truth. Passing the time together, he and the Frenchman tried
hypnotizing each other, and the Frenchman succeeded on him. When the
Frenchman wanted to do it again the next day, Pedro refused, suspecténg
some sort of trick.

He was finally tsken to Heidelberg by the police, to the same

prison to which he was going when he made his previous escape. Five or

x days later, he and forty others were marched to Mannching-bei-Ingol-
stadt, not far from Munich. He and one other of the prisoners wers hand-
cutfled while en route. There, he was put in a prison-fortress, with
about six hundred prisoners. Questioned by his fellow-prisoners, his
story was that he had been picked up as A.W.0.L., as they wouldn't be-
lieve that he had left a French P.W. camp and come back to £ight again.
One day, a Lt. Col. addressed all the prisoners,assembled in the court-
yard, and told them that the charges against them would be dropped and
that they would be released to continue fighting for Germany. This was
about the middle of April. Four or five days later, all the German
military prisoners were taken to Dgchau, where they were deloused, given
showere, and cleen uniforms. A4ll were asked their specialties, and he
said he was a medic ("Sanitaeter"). He was given an armband and &8 medi-
cal ‘kit, but none of them were given any papers..

) After a few days' training, they were released and marched ad
a unit toward the north. The first place they bivouacked was a small
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villege, where Pedro found that the priest had formerly been a prisoner
in Dachau. From him, he learned that the people of the village wanted
to surrender to the advancing Americans, rether than have their homes
destroyed, which fact he relayed to the other men of his newly-formed
unit. Together with the meople of the village, they waved white flags
at the first column of Americans which passed by, but were told to
gsurrender to the next column to arrive. This they did. He told é&n
officer of the American unit who he was, and, apparently without much
questioning, was put to work helping to screen the inhabitants of the
area. Altogether, they found about 150 soldiers who were disguised

as civilians end trying to avoid capture. When the M.P.s came for these
prisoners, Pedro went along to Munich with them, to Divisional M.P.
headquarters. There he was picked up by an officer of Army M.P.
headquarters, who took him to Augsburg, and finally turned him over

to G-2 SSS.

Attached are two letters he brought back with him from
the unit where he turned himself over.
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1. 2Zeit: T - 10 Tage.

2. Fahrtliste: Stuttgart - Pforzhelm - Koenigsbach - Karlsruhe -

~

Bruchsal - Heidelberg - Mannhelm - Ludwlgshafen - Bad
Durkheim - Frankenstein - Enkenbach - Alsenborn - Kalsers-
lautern - Landstuhl - Ramstein - Homburg - Neunklrchen.

3. Auftrag:

HAUPTAUFTRAG - 48t die Identifizierung von Elnheiten der
19.Armee, welche von Sued-Baden in das beschriebene Geblet
gekommen sind.

a. Anzeichen, dass.dle 19.Armee nach dem Abschnltt
westlich des Rhelnes und noerdlich der 7.amer.Armee ge-
schickt wurden, um fronteinheiten zu verstaerken.

b.Sind Anzeichen vorhanden, dass eine Panzerdivision -
sich in einem in der Fahrtliste genannten Ueblete befindet?

c. Wenn: Ja, sollen Angaben gemadht werden ueber Groesss,
Ausruestung ( wenn moeglich mit Identifizierfing).

d. Ist dle 17. 5S Division "Goetz v.Berlichingen" noch

immer im Geblet westllch von Bitsch? Glbt es Anzelchen, die

darauf hindeuten, dass sle verschoben wird? Oder dass sie
verstaerkt wird?

e. Befindet sich die 216.Inf.Division 1n der Naehe von
Karlsruhe?

f. Wie gross sind die feindlichen Truppenverschi ebungen
auf der Strecke XKaiserslautern-Homburg-Neunkirchen?

g. SEHR WICHTIG ! Auskuenfte ueber das Hauptquartier
in Ramstelin.

a. Wo 1st die Panzerbasls "Happtquartier Sued" in
Pforzhelim? -

b. wes fuer Lager glbt es in der Naehe v. Koenigsbach?

c. Jede moegliche Auskunft ueber Lager in Enkenbach und
Al senborn.

3. Nachrichten ueber TREIBSTOFFLAGER hoechst wichtlg !

4, In jedem Falle sollen Angaben gemacht werden ueber Groesse,

Teetigkelt, genaue lage, Verteldigungen, und Merkpunkte
die Erkennung durch Luftaufnahmen ermoeglichen.
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