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HEADQUARTERS SEVENT: ARMY
.2, SERATEGIO SERVIOES SECTIOR
APO 758 US ARNY

19 Harch 1845,

SUBJECY: PERNOD Mission,

T0 : Commanding Officer, 0.2, 588,

1. On 9 Mar 45, 1 wne asked to infiltrate operation PEKRNOD into the
Bitche area. After consul tation with L% Col Reineke, G-2, of the 100th
Division, it wes decided that the sector held by the 399th Inf Regt offered
the greatest possibility of succees, An officer of the G-2 section was sent
to the regimental & batallion commanders with orders to them to give all
possible assistance to the miesion., The 397th & 398th Regts wore also alerted
eo thet wherever the agent returned he would be expected and expedited to us
imnedintely. : v

2, On 10 Bar I made & porsonsal reconaissance of theo areas held by the
18t & 3rd Bns, the 2nd being in reserve, and decided that the sector held
by the 3rd Bn offered the shortest and safest route to Bitche, Detailed .. -
study of known minefields and patrol revorts with Regtl and Bn 5-28 showed
that there were two routes, within 400 yds of each other where, in the )
patroling of the past three dsys, no mines were encountered nor enemy contact
made. The oparation was then laid on, tenatively for 0200 the followlng
evening (12 Mar ). The plan being to leave with a combat patrol, accompany
them %to & point 300 ydes from the creat of & hill consideradbly behind the

enemy lines, which dropped directly into Bitche. At the point of departure
the patrol was to continue to the right and try to contact the enemy to

create & diversion. I was to accompany the agent to the crest of the hill
or remain with the patrol, 8 the situation warranted., From the crest of

the hill 1@%0 Bitche there was a cﬁveged route of %pﬁroach that was impossible
to miss, reported this plan to L¢ Willard and Lt Hoguet, both of whom

vere satisfled with it.

3. On 11 ¥ar I made an aerial reconaissance behind the enemy lines in an
L-5 observation plane. This convinced me that the route chosen was the safest
and offered the least chance of becoming lost. At 1600 Lt Hoguet and the agent
arrived at Div Hq, for detailed briefing and study of the merial photographs.
‘The agent expressed his apyroval of the plan and the general reglon chosen for
the infiltration. However, he had made up his mind to go in the daytime end
rely on hia cover story to save him if casght. Lt Hoguet and I tried to die-
dunde him but he insisted., Ve then laid on another plan for 1000 the folloking
morning (12 Mar 45), and returned to Station P. With thie plan it was necessary
that he pass the OPLR alone &8 if he had infiltrated through our lines without
being seen. This was done at 1100 and a half an hour later he wae seen still
walking unmolested at the last point where we could observe him. Yewited
another three quarters of an hour and as no fire or explosion was heard we
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returned to dase.

4. On 14 Mar I returned %o the Bn to wait for him or his courier.
The rendervous having beei given for the afternoon of the l4th or 18th

March. He did not return on the 14th and as the attack was to start the
16th, I remained with the Bn to go into Bitche to find out if he was sefe,
- Bitche fell the 16th and I was able to £ind by guarded interrogation of
L@uh civilians, hed been caught by the
o gestapo fo aving paseed through the 1ines and had been taken avay with
053_ them when they escapad from Bitche. Not wanting to involve the organization
S by more detailed questioning, I reported this to Major Ventworth and Lt
~ Willard. Lt Willard took up the investigation from this point.
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