CONFIDENTIML
OOPY: 307th CIC Det, Hq 7 £, 4ad 26 Jan 45.
_ MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHARGE:’

| SUBJECT; o SENIO ; S
: L A——— S
- ‘ .

- | Germany \
RE'- - ;h ;ntéﬁfogatiéh of.8ubject. -
e .-0n 24 and 25;Januaﬁ¥?&9451?;nwp_mplianceAwith request
~0f Commanding Officer;vthis-D@ﬁachmeﬂt"thisia entlin&frrogated
. and :
‘was avprenended: by amerrean®goldlers: 1n femlcn, Lorraine, on L
17.J8an45, . in civilian clothgss " Subject stated that_he wag YO !

.born O ——Y . 05,1y | AR attended wmm——) N (s
,(pubI:l‘-,G'___‘SCIhO‘Q'l') ‘at! .'J :Subject stated further supstan= ¢ ()2}
tlally as 'follows: < HEakE , I

<
_Subject's father was a communist. While at school Sub-
-Ject wag -a- member: of Rotsport,_a’communist.sport organizgtion.
. It was here.that Subject firsy became acquainted with Friedrich
o ~BITZwho was;a leader in the'volitical activities of Rotsport,
‘1‘ L—r . . , “_. ‘ // .
. - In 1929, shortly. after Subject's completion of/ S
R S———— —
L (‘33(\2\)
K S ey N e ’ (B
' ~.In Nov 39 ;hef— wes'called 'in because of the.war. e
;. Subject worked .as in-*Ludwigshaven until March 1940 T

- when he ‘was callea into the“Wehrmacht to assist in the ldefense”
‘0f the Relch. He received hisﬁBasic.traiping,with the
Aand was sent to the Balkens «wnd
éventually ‘To the Russian front. While in Mannheim Subject
Was 1n contact with comrade RITZ who was. conducting communist
meetings in secret. .canmnpt LUl ' -

PR
H

Subject was wounded on-'the Russidn fron in October 42. L
He was first sert to a ho pital ‘dﬁandgeventually ARy
to a convalescent center ,Aoiselgium, in Feb '43.  Seek-
ing an opportunity to de L the “Wehrmacht, Subject Volunteered
to join a group to fight. Belgian partisang., .In.Aug 43 his group
met the qutlaans,near«BaatUgﬁéSﬁ?Durigg‘thé skirmish Subject
. ' hid,until;the;q;ghxingihd&*stopbedﬁ#;whiie“wandering about. in
nr uniform -he wag ‘agcosted by - a German “custons Oofficer on the.. .
German-Luxembourg bur@eruwhéﬂﬁ@hﬁhdedfideﬁtificétidn papers..
Not desiring to return.to Germany as g deserter, Subject shot
*-the official and -escaped int&»the Wwoods. About two hours
later he was .found by the partisans and confessed that he had
shot the German and -that ‘he .was a deserter Trom the Wehrmacht.
The partisags. took him 1r. He lived with them and worked with
them,ﬁprichlely a8 a-guard or out post for the group which
gonsisted of 80 to 90 Belglans led by a former Luxembourg police -
;g,mhg;grqup1hgr;assed;thé*Germans and did minor acts of sabc-

(=30

y

Minnhejm o work..with RITZ 'and ‘the comsunists there 'since he
¥as ‘being, squght fox 1n,BGlg;um,Iandfcontqols in Belgium:were
S o e BOUgh : Rt LI e

' f;:}' \ G

TowaArds the-end of Nov 45 Subject decided-to return to

e
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R . strioter than in Germapy, Carefully avoidin
R ‘Sub}ect went to ‘Karlsruhe by foot and train where he
T with 'a former female acquaintance who gave him g set
b brother!s civilian clothes, the brother being in the
i Towards the epd of Dec 43 Subject made his way %o Mannheim as
A " a civilian where he immediat n _

"formed him that the old’ group had been bro
but:that g new one called EDELWEISS had fo
RITZ was an -employée of public utilities g
from the draft, . ‘

lived
of her

entifying him

, RITZ obtained for-subject a“false pass id

as’a Czechoslovakian worker by namg‘oﬁﬂﬁ and also a
false "Arbeitsbuch!, fWhile,,n;Mgnnheim‘5quect slept in the
air-raid'shelter;at‘RITZ's residence and ate his meals with
RITZ and wvarious members of the organization, His chief work
-consisted tn carrying messages between RITZ and others in .
‘Mannheim-and surrounding towfsg, " Subject does not krow from
whom RITZ received lnstructions, - :

One of Subject's first jobs was to carry a letter to
‘. '‘Speyer and feceive~anbther*injexchange from a'girl at the
railway station there (see attached Annexe or Subject's state-
ment). At another time he carried a letter to Darmstadt and

exchanged it for another with s ‘Hitkr Jugent waiting beside a
Edelweiss insighia ‘of “the Mannheim group were also uséd on

under Anna RITZ (see_attachediAnuexe), sister of Friedric
RITZ, who also appears to be a leader in the Organization,
Other ;missions of SUbjebt'inoiugedvthe‘Shadbwing'andAobserva~
tion of .certain individualsﬂdesignated~by RITZ or his sister,

and carrying of verbal notices of secret meetings to foreign
workers and' others, R o

‘ ) The membership of the'orgqnization-consists of Hitler
o Jugend, girls of the BdM and foreign workers in plants and
- © industry. The former attempt ‘minor acts of sabotage at dumps
and on engines of Wehrmacht and Nazi vehicles. They distribuge
© . leaflets, paint slogans on buildings, etc, The older members
T attempt asabotage within plants.and s
black market, Subject believes that the Manrheim group has -
WP one weapon for -every three or. four members, the total member-
o ship being about 300 to 350 persons. - The foreign workers com-

mit sabotage by creating "accidents' and by making themselves

. 8ick, One method- ig to smoke-.cigarettes which have been soaked
in hair oi1, to produce a fever, -Another is tc apoly a pre~
, . baration on pdrts of the-body -fo ‘cause the ar
swell‘up-w;th'symptoms slmilar to rheumatism of the Joints,
which baffles the ‘doctors. . ‘Subject himself has purchased the
irgredients of mustard flour and vine

L ar &8 A gar, mixed the preparation
and delivered it to RITZ for dﬁst;;but;on. :

In Nov 44'Subjecp-Wééried{dfﬂbéihg,simplyaan undercover.
.~ messenger for. the Mannheim‘gnogp“gaanybld,RITzzthat”he'wasvj—
> going Qnﬂg”prip"ofnhiS'own;fqu{éame'tQ_Speyér where he was
" kept for a month by a woman friend.” It was here that he de--
..cia i
RITZ

LTZ .and ‘his group inforﬁer;tb‘fyﬁtheruphemeVement and to in-.

Credse his prestige with the group so_that he could. participate

more“directly in its‘&ctivities,IEOn‘lﬁﬁlZ Deg 44:he destroyed’

hig. falge pass and Arbeitsbuch, byt retaired a picture from

his Soldbuch which.he hqped;td,gsq-ppfgeﬁm;étg American PW .

claried's.  Avolding' ares ACh. dppeared ‘to be active, he cros-
e.:kine; ' -Remic 5gnd Mpndopf;qIn“Lorfq;ne,

g bqlice controls,‘

Wehrmacht,

rmed and was active.
nd apparently exempt

monument in the Lange Ludwig Platz, A password and the special

this ‘occasion. Subject, at one period of time, worked directly

eek to obtan weapons through -

ed _he Wwould attempg_to.brlnthhe.Amsrigansfinto contact with -
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-~ He remained in. the area for about thirty days living with
rarmers,’and representing -himself as an Alsatian worker es-
caped from Gerﬁary. On the - strength of his story and stating
that he wanted to visit his wife rieer Colmar, the Gendarmerie
of Rodemeck: issued him a: Lasser Passer to travel to Metz.

. Or. 17 Jan 45 he aoproached two:american soldiers and  informed
them that.he was' a deserter from the German Army. The soldlers
took him ‘to- Norsbach where-he was interrogated ard relieved

of - his photo, his pass and papers bearing addresses of friends
in Germany. He was the' taken to Sarrebourg as a PW.

CONCLUSION AND REC(anENDATIUI\ S -

, Assuming that subject's story regardirg his commurist
and EDEL®EISS, activities are- true, and there is no evidence:
to bBelieve otherwise, 1t is not likely that Subject 1is an
agent of GIS. Had the Germans captured him, fthey probably
-would have ‘used him %0 ruthlessly exterminate RITZ and his
group, and thex executed’ him. ~Further, 'as an eremy agent Sub-
Ject probably would haVe come as a foreign. worker rather than

as -a PW, and would not have.related his EDELWEISS and'communist
_experiences. - Subject- does not appear to be intelligent enough
to give a false background with the detail and 00vsistercy he’
has thus far shown.

It is recommended that Subject be referred to SCI for
further i‘formation and possible exoloitation.

AGENT'S NOTES

During several interrogations, Subject has remained
consistert with his griginal ‘statement, attached hereto as
aAnnexe "a". Subject displays a poor memory which seems to be
genulne rather than affected, -and hls rate of intelligence 'is
not ‘high. It is easy to believe that he was used by RITZ
ard his grqup as a messenger and under cover maf.

The picture of EDELWEISS differs here from informatior
regarding EDELWEISS PIRATEN as previously known, in that. the
Mannheim gréuc appears ‘to- be entirely communistic and dominated
by mature leadership, With the younger Hitler boys and girls
playing a minor role. Subject states that the group contains
no Catholics because Catholics and Communists do not tolerate
each other, their-ideaologies belng opposed. If our informa-
tion, is correct, then the Mannhelm group, with its special
Edelweliss 1nsig :1a and close security controls represents a
tightly knit organizatian not similar to or even allied to
the EDELWEISS PIRATEN previously revorted. This easily leads
to the coneclusion. that ‘the “Mainheim communists, and possibly
others, have taken over the name anrd partial membership of
EDELWEISS PIRATEN 4in order to dominate it and use it as cover
Tor communist and underground activities.

v
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ANNEX: & X‘

WRITTEN -§TATEMENT OFF’ Vv?(Transl'ated):

"~ In the year 1940 sbout January 1 was a member of & COO™ ;
muniat.movement,in the city of - Mannhelim until I was snducted (®)4)
into the army on the 15 March 40, - After thal I could not be -
concerned with, anything anymore.-'In-August 1940 I received JGYAN
a furlough and Was;toldkthatjthe largest part of the Organi- P
zation had been*afrééted,*but.despite thaty the work was still
being .carried.ons Nothing more Wwas told ko me abt that times {
Early in February 1943 1 was wounded 4p Russie and was there-
fore sent to a military hospital in Germaiy. From there I
wag discharged and sent togi Belgium.

At the end of 8ug 1943 I g vrie OppUrvuNity Lo desert from
the Army and SO I disappeared. 1. wandered around Belglum
£111 the end of oQctober or beginri.g of November and then ;
made my wayAtowards'GErmany: I made my way towards Alsace 4
through Luxembourg BY way of Didenhoffen $111 T arrived at :
“gellesbut.,  From thére I headed towards Mannhelm. when I

~arrived there I nade an effort to .contact the people of the
Organization that T still knew from the old.days. 1 found °
_somebody and he told me that a new group had formed which

would cerry on the work. He confided to me the name Of this

greup which was called "Edelwaiss".' Upon my»questions he

wert on to explain'thenpurpose of this grouo and the people

in it. I recognized some: oF the names . ne mentioned from 1940.

He cold me_;hesé>th1ngs-bécause he knew I was one of the faith-

ful' and would remain SO- He turned ‘down an active participa--

tion for me .because I,aIWayS'had'to rcmain‘undercover. The
assignments~of}this'group.as far as 1 waa led 1O know are the :
.following:- First, the smuggling of weapons o the foreigh -
wor kers and to ald them in thelr escape out of Germany. A1sO
another assignment is to write on the walls oF buildings at

night phraoses rur.cing in the following senseé: ngtop the war,

we want peace," OT "We_are»Sturying‘and fréezing,?therefore

end the war," etc.  In Ludwigshaven ‘T have myself read an-
inscription on .a wall saying the Hitler Regime must go, then

the wer will be over.g'The‘grpupsfhaVe'even gone to the eXx~

tent of trying to -demolish by the use of explosives munitions
depots with the aid of forelgn workers.: 1D other words -these
people from one word have tnken the task of destroying and

hirdering everything which furthered the continuance of the

war. These people haveé fever been in accord with Hitlerism

and are entirely wesry of the war.

The groups conéistvpfimarlly of-girle .:d boys who are
true enough‘to,the_BdM;an@»HJ'but through lu-== of mambership

and the factjthat;they;themselves'have,qupafocipate in-every- .
thing and thallyvthTOugh thé'réalizatloq_thht 1t is & need- '
less sacrifice,fthesp boys ‘and girls,-with:an irnner striviig

for peace and fveedom;have,paken_up“the struggle for their
freedom, . Some have even vdlunteered'into.the Army- in order
to obtaln weapois and Qﬁher;material;- 01d people who still
, work-in industries are also 1ncludeds They in-particular'

. bring about the convach betWeen’thevforeign«erkers’and the
groups. of thqs&'l’canpname two people.,,They-are: Fried-
‘rich RITZ, Mannield, Draisstr~-57b and Anna R0z Mannhelm,
A,Laurientusstr, 5 or 5.7 To the best of mY¥ kriowledge the Or= .-
aganlzation'éxists chiefly ;n,Mannheim where the headquarters

: are‘located;;zlt'also functions in Lydwigshaves, Speyer, Heidle:--
berg,sDarmstudt'und,weinheim." since late October, movembnts

p ,have-started‘in;Stuttgart and Tueblnger.. In Tuebingen I

_know of one womaln.

. Res. Laz. I, Tigerwalk-
’ kp@@rne“'T 3

loyed atb :
t}kggw;w@erevshe lives. In Mann-

‘who-1s emp
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~heim I know of ;the ‘following names. The above ramed Fried- v
richi RITZ,i¢ in charge of .the boys and &nna RITZ in charge i
of the girls. Anng RITZ herself was jalled for.1ld years on ;
éﬁspicicngof»distributigg;alrplane leaflets oriticising the
gornerment and for belonging to a communistic movement. That
was 119374 'She has five girls who are in the conspiracy.

. They .Garry. the followirng nickrumes: GERDA, MAGDALEN (Lenchen),

R KAEHTE, HILDE and ANNE. . Besides these there are in the city

Pl L a Liesel SPRANZ,. I' do not know her address by memory as it -

was taken from me by the.Americans upon my apprehension. Other
ad@ressesmthatilzhad written. down but  did not know by memory
Were also taken -away from me: “The:groups practice the utmost ;
caution in their work and almost never divilge rnames. The e
persons cofce ned - who are leadersiare kriown to each other and |
the others carry Ut ‘Bssignmernts according to the orders tlhey :
receive. A rew comraie who wishes ' to join is first tested by §

making inquiries and observing him. When the same is in ,
order, he is then inducted but-does not at first learn any-
thing more exceot the rnames of persons which are absolutely

~essential for him to knoW: ..If an order has to be carried o
from one group to another: group e-password is used for example:
Freedom, Beauty of thealps, and Our Struggle is-a commonly
used password.. The password is- changed almost every day.

‘ . Various groups carry an Edelweliss urder the collar of their

oot coat or pinrned to the shirt. The EdeIWegss looks somethirng

- 1like the following: o ity ‘
: : B : ,

e R L N Lk e

e e b e s

A

v

The ddtg are green,;brown-dnd_yélfbw;¢ The stem is made. of
metal -and has a pink or.white-stripe running down the center.
R ' I myself have carfiéd,matefial in an-.envelope, (the
contents of which I did noét knowj to another group: It was
done - in the_followingvmanner;

. I was infornmed té. hide. the envelope well 'and in case _
. of running into the Gestapo -or’some cther difficulty to des-
. troy it ir any manner I see fit. Ther I.was. told to go to
L the railw.y station ir Speyer and ‘to look for = girl reading .
a Muenchen Illustrierten. ‘Shet'was to be stxnding by the right
hand side of the door. . My password was 'Lebwohl ™, I met
) everything at the spécified time, passed the wirl, suaid the
... password and strolled slowly.out-of the.entruise of the rail-
) -road stetion in front aof which I stood and waited. .After a
. 8hort time the gir: approached.” she startved a conversation
“and after. assuring Lerseif. that we were unobserved,. showed
‘me-the Edelweise, I gave her my envelope; she gave me one
" and we parted agai.., Thus the organization ‘does 1ts work. A3
. I have sald before and have experiericed the mertioned distric:
has a 8trength of 500-350 perscns. A8 far as RITZ expluined
. o me, they are not armed, nelther do I krow exactly whether
they make use ¢f ~lundestine radio transmitters. '

. It was told %o me that the hopes -of these people lie in
establishing contact with the dmericans, and obtain aid from-:
them. . I emphasize again thut these groups are extra cautions
S;nhﬁy‘are-required;to,be=sonand therefore very difficult for ST
‘trangers to comejinycontactﬁwithjthem.:1waevervtheiruwork gt
vy efficient and Goggad because they are constantly beirg

LCONF T
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presched to by the old orieg that it'is~thein freedom and the

salvage of the homeland whet there is left to szlvage. Be-

side this it 1s clear to the youth that the . present govern—

- ment has not lend them, but misleqd them, The leaders, as soon
as they have arms and the opportunity, have a plan to open all
concertration camps with ‘the ald of ‘the foreign workers, and
t® release the inmates. By this method they hope to bring
about & ravolutionAand=oonseQuently end the war. From my
;viewpoint,-however, the right man would be missing upon such
an undertaking. The only 008gibility of a stranger to come
into contact with these people 1s the following. A&s soon as

a .song of the Edelweiss 1is repentedly sung in a cafe by .a

. 8roup of young people 1t is instuntly known ‘that & group of
the Edelweiss aore presest. . However, -this will only be known.
to whoever is informed, ‘a conversation is then started con-
cersing the colors of the Edelweiss (as it is worn in the
orgarnization).. . Now the reactions of the group are observed
till one gives a 'sign to g0 out to the lavatory.  There he

will esk what is demended of him. Ar.other method with strangers

is that when these people are gathered in a cafe and a member
of the Jrganization enters, he-will observe arnd listen to

what the others 'sey. If he trusts one of them he will develop
a‘conversation with the stranger and then Break off without
havirg the same rexlize with whom he had any declings. . He

Is “hen observed ror acertaln length of time till he c=n be
trusted. After that he is «sked if he is recdy to accept ..
comething. He declures he is ready and- participates. Only
then is he informed of the most essentisnl things that are
necessary for him to kiow. By this method the Organization
se~ks 1its fighters but in that method they .are again carefuf
as in all other assignments S TR N
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