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IRAQ-KUWAIT: SITUATION REPORT #746
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Iraq: Creating New Pacts in Kirkuk

local
Iragql otficials arel al elnyllnlg.r_eturnlng ur!ls.n.rle!uglelesl alclcess to

the city of Kirkuk, claiming that the city is "an Arab town."
Kurds fleeing Kirkuk told foreign journalists this week that
Iraq’s army is moving truckloads of Arabs into the town,
destroying Kurdish homes, and forcing Kurds to leave. A
official-- ] ) ) ~told

that Turkomans are also belng prevented fronm returning to
the city. The prewar population of Kirkuk was probably composed
of a slight majority of Sunni Arabs with roughly equal numbers of
Turkomans, and Kurds, and a smaller number of Christians. -

Comment: Saddam Husayn has no intention of relinquishing Kirkuk
and its oil resources to the Kurds. He may be stalling talks
with Kurdish rebel leaders until his resettlement of this
disputed city is complete. He probably is confident that the UN
or multinational coalition will not take military action over
this issue, that their forces will leave Iraqg soon, and that he
can risk taking a more hardline stance to force a settlement.

Irag-Iran: Tensions Remain

Meanwhile, Baghda
protest with the United Nations
up two platoon
last week.

lodged another forma
Yesterday, claiming that Iran set
positions inside Irag in the central border region

press reports indicate that
small clashes 1nvolving iraql miliicary forces, Iran’s

Revolutionary Guard, and Iraqgi and Iranian dissidents occurred
regularly between April and late last week. —
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Comment: The planned Iraqgi counterattack is likely to be small
and to have the limited goal of recovering territory.
Apprehension about each side’s intentions and the impact of weeks
of small clashes in the border region, however, increase the risk
of further skirmishing between Irag and Iran. The proximity of
units and the occasional spilling of counterinsurgency operations
over the border in both directions probably will prompt Baghdad
to keep its forces near the border at an increased state of
readiness. Iran’s regqular Army is likely to keep its units away
from the border fighting while Revolutionary Guard units probably
will continue to provide limited covert support for Iraqi

dissident operations. -
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