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SUBJECT : Amefican Center for Students and Artists |
in Paris, France. (RM) |
REFERENCE: Your memecrandum dated 20 October 1970, !
' Subject as above.- '
1. I o reported that a lecture - HON3)
entitled "The Soledad Brothers Trial" was held at the R (1]

American Center for Students and Artists in Paris, France,

on 12 October 1970. Among the individuals present at

the lecture were: Jean GENET; John_ THORNE, defense lawyer

for the Soledad Brotuzr';quSdn GEQRGE; Victor HERBERT, P

American milliocnaire living in Paris and P0Ossibly connec ted |
with the Investors Overseas Service; James BALDWIN; and

Lllen WRIGHT . -

R THVp

2, The lecture was given by John THORNE in English

to a predominantly American 1ud1nn,c, estimated at around
600. In his presentation, THORNE made the following points

A. The Soledad Brothers are victims
of the institution.

B. The killing of the guard was staged
(THORNE explained that at the Soledad Prisoen,
blacks and whites are Kept segregate d are
never allowed to mix. The guard was '.J*l
during an exerciss break in which bo hlacks
and whites were unexplainably allowed N
exercise together). "
[ —
C. Racial tensions were imme:
.. in the Soledad prison which set the ,
APPROVED FORRELEASE 51, incident. ‘ :
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$ D. THORNE contended that the jury should
: cousist of some prisoners who could shed some 7
i insight on the actual conditions of i
’ and interpret the actions in their try
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E. The only proof that the State has-—
against Angela DAVIS is based on the fact that
she signed her autograph at the request of the
gun dealer who sold her the pistol. The other
guns which she had bought some two or three
years ago had been stolen and reported by DAVIS
to the authorities.

F. The alacrity with which she was placed
on the 10 most wanted list prejudices her chances
for a fair trial since individuals on the list

are usually considered armed and dangerous and by
inference are guilty.
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. After the lecture, a collection was taken,
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