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CLASSIFICATION w—

COUNTRY  Korea DATE DISTR., 1 July 1949

SUBJECT  Possibilivy of Mertial law Being Declared NQ. OF PAGES 1
ip South Kores

PLACE EXEMPT from 5. NO. OF ENCLS.
ACQUIRED -PerE.0.12065, Sec, 3 < (LISTED BELOW)
: Re-review - 1989
DATE QF INFO. 1 July 1949 SUPPLEMENT TO

REFORT NQ.

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
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1.  VUaconfirmed reports hava btoen consietenily circulsting in Seoul thet a
cdeclaration of martial law or of a limited emergency is imponding,

2. Thz Minister of Hationsl Defense aud leaders of the army and navy are in
favor of a decleration of martial law which would enable them %o effect >
a complete purge of leftiste and ®middle-of-tho-roaders® who are adveeating
a coslition with the Poople's Republic in Herth Xorea,

3. The Mimister of Home Affaiva and the NVaiional Folice ars oppoesd o martial.
lav, because under martisl law the police would loze their present powst.
Tho Minioter of Bome Affmirs hag agread to martial law provided ¢hai the

% E_l., vy apscial execuiive order, glve the police powor equal %o
FSEp 28 :}?Eh !'xe army and navy.

&, Froaident BHEE is considering whether to docliare mariial law, and 17 go,
vhethor to give the police the power demandsd by the Miniater of Home Affod

5. The eoriginal date for the declaratior of :nart.ial law was set Lo coipcide
with the departure of the last elemen$s of the U.8. occupation forces, bui
was delayed boceugoe of Lhe disagreecment of the cabinet membore. The presend
tentative dato is on or abouvi 2 July 1949.
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