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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE

22 December 1988
0930 ESY
SPOT COMMENTARY: PAN AM 103: Analysis of Claims
We have recelved no forensic evidence to confirm the cause of the crash
of Pan

American Alrlines Flight 103 yesterday:; we do not rule out the
possibility that a bomb was behind the crash.

Several groups have claimed responsibility for the incident in telephone
calls in the United States and Europe:

--A male caller clatmed that a
Revolution had destroyed the
Iranfan atrliner last July.

--A caller claiming to represent the Islamic Jihad organization told ABC

plane in retaliation for the US shootdown of an

News

--The Ulster Defense League allegediy issued a telephonic claim.

--Another anonymous caller claimed the plane had been downed by Mossad,
the Israelt intelligence service.

We consider the claim from the Guardtan
most credible one received so far:

previous attacks claimed by this group
suggest 1t is pro-Iranian:

--Persons ustng this name have taken credit for the hijacking of an Alr
France flight from Frankfurt, West Germany In 1984; tn that incident, an
anonymous caller demanded that France release five persons imprisoned for
attempting to ki1l former Irantan Prime Minister Bakhtiar in 1980. The group
had taken credit for the assassination attempt as well.

--The Guardians of the Islamic Revolution claimed responsibility for an

assassination attempt against a former Cabinet Mintster of the Shah in London
on 18 July 1987.

--In April 1988, the Guardians of I
vehicle belonging to a German businessii.
transfer of missile technology.
of providing missiles to Iraq,

slam took credit for the bombing of a
.« employed with a firm fnvolved in .

The anonymous caller accused the businessman
then at war with Iran.

- An anonymous caller told a US diplomatic facility in Europe on 5 December
that a bombing attempt would be made against a Pan American aircraft flying
from frankfurt, West Germany to the United States. The Federal Aviation

Administration was notified of the threat and security for Pan Am flights out
of Frankfurt was enhanced.

group called the Guardtans of the Islam!c'

in New York that the group had planted the bomb to commemorate Christmas.

s of the Islamic Revolution as the
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Ne cannot assign responsibllity for this tr
at this time. agedy to any terrorist group
claim cradT:. We anticipate that. as often happens, many groups will seek to
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