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3. BULGARIA o WESTERN EURDPE? RULGARIA’S ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT
IN THE SHOODTING OF THE POPE AND DTHER QUESTIONABLE ACTIVITIES:
HAS SET DFF NEGATIVE DIPLOMATIC REACTIONS IN SOME wEST
GUROPEAN CAPITALS. ITALY RECALLED ITS AMBASSADOR TO BULGARIA
ON SATURDAY ROR ®CONSULTATIDNS® FOLLOWING BULGARIAYS RBCALL
LAST WEEK OF ITS AMBASSADUR TO ROME, ACCORDING TO WESTe
ERN PRESS REFORTSs ITALIAN FDREIGN MINISTER -COLOMBOD $SAJD
THAT« DESPITE AS YET INSUFFICIENT CORROBORATION OF BilLe
GARIA®S INVOLVEMENTes ROME REMAINS CONCERNED OVER POSSIBLE
OTHER ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES BY BULGARIANS. OFFICIALS 1IN
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BONN ALSO STRESSED THAT THEY ARE CONCERNED ABOUT REPORTS
OF SUFIA’S TOLERATION OF MERDIN TRAFFICKING BETWEEN
BULGARIA AND WEST GERMANY AND OF PDSSIBLE LINKS BETWEEN

PALESTINIAN GUERRILLAS IN BULGARIA AND WEST GERMAN TER~
RORIST GROUPS. n.l

COMMENTS SOFIA IS CLEARLY EMBARRASSED B8Y THE ITALIAN

ACCUSATIONS AND CONCERNED ABOUT THE NEGATIVE IMPACTY ON
ITS IMAGE ABRUAD. BULGARIAN OFFICIALS PROBABLY HORPED THE
ARREST LAST wEEK OF BEKIR CELENK=wA SMUGGLER EBASED IN
SOFIA ACCUSED B8Y TURKISH MEDIA OF INVOLVEMENT IN THE PLOY
TO KILL THE POPE==wOULD HELP ITS TARNISHED REPUTATION,
wITH WESTERN ATTENTION ALSO FOCUSED .ON REPORTED BULGARIAN
WILLINGNESS TO PROVIDE A SAFEMAVEN FOR ARMS AND NARCOTICS
TRAFFICKERS AND POSSIBLE SUPPORT FOR TERRORISMe IT WILL

BE DIFFICULT FOR SOFXA TO LIMIT AODITIDONAL DAMAGE YO ITS
REPUTATION, .
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