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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Science and Technology

SUBJECT : SKYLARK

1. It is essential 38 a matter of the highest national interest
that we have an operational capability to conduct reconnaissance
flights over Cuba with the OXCART vehicle as seon a® possible and
in any event no later than the first week in November, with character~
istics on the order of Mach 2.8, altitude 80, 000 feet, with a range of
Z, 500 naatical miles, or better as feasible, with four of this type
aireraft. - ' ‘

- 2. Ywmtohkamapwopﬁmaeﬁomminmn&u&ia
highest priority objective of your Program is not in any way hindered
by competing requirements of any kind. You should insure that the
contractors, the field commanders, and anyone else having a direct
impact upon the Program are aware of this highest priority objective,
and you should bring to my attention at the earliest posgible moment
aay proposal or directed course of action which might in any way
interfere with our meeting this objective.

3. We seek in Project SKYLARK an urgent operational readiness
and we must be careful to introduce into the program during the next
several mouths only those modifications, procedures, and additional
equipment, as are necessary to attain this objective. S
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WARNING

- The law proh|b|ts ns transmission or -
ny monner to an unauthorized person, as well as ns ‘vse in any manner’ -

trol channels.

Its security must be maintained in accordance
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