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" Theg=>=] Portugal: Progress Toward Candidate, Cabinet

gave the Socialists & pireality. Sousa ¢
Castro suld a Socialist government should
reccive the full nlpport of the armed

PORTUGAL: Behind-the-soenes poiitioal
mareuvaring in the sherniath of the In-
conclusive legitiative aseembly election et
month may be learing 10 agreement on Army
Chief of Staff General Eanes as & CONSENsUs

candidate for president.
he enjoys avong support
poktioal

smong the thres leading demooratio
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Behind.the-scenes political maneuver.
ing Is cohtinuing In Portuyal In the aler-
math of the inconclusive legislative '
assembly election last month, There are
numero\ll signs, hanver. that agreement
may be!reached soon 1 consensus
presidential candidate, m the Socialiss”
plan to form « minority government
seems to bo guining support.

- 1t a increasingly likely that Army Chief
of Staff General Ramalho Eanes witi be
the presidential candid

1
Wit0 enjoys sirong suppon among the
n::c mdln; democtatic polluul pare
ties, |

The sémber, 4l-ysar-old Inl'lmry of !
ficer was one of the organizers of the coup
of April 1974, He slso masterminded the
military's successful handling of the leftist
paratrooper rebellion last November,

Since his appointment in November to |
the army’s top post, Eanes has worked to |
depoliticize the army and restore military |
discipling. The faction which Ednes heads
in the Revolutionary Council apparently |
han brosd support within the Portugues |
armed forces.

« Eanes® publlc position up to now has |

been that he wwld accept a presidential | ‘

nomination only il thers were no other
choice. Since the sssembly election,
however, he has bsen under strong

pressure to run.

been "o public snnouncement

Meanwhile, the Socislist Party's

i proposal to form s minority government

afler the presidential election on June 27
appears to be gaining acceptance both
among the military le-den and the other
parties,

Last wesk Revolutionary Counclt
spokesman Captain Sousa ¢ Castro an-

| doreed the plan, arguing that i had sound

constitutional grounds and was consistent
with the assembly election results, which
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