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SYRIA/LIBYA:

PORTUQAL: Although four candidates of
national siature met yesterday's filing deadline
for the presidential election, the campaign will
be largely 8 contest between &my chiet
Qeneral Eanes and Prime Minister Azevedo.
Eanes. endorsed by the three major non-
Communist parties, s the early favorite, but
hia ausiere demeanor niakes him & fons offeg-
tive campaigner than Azeveco NN
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i|! the filing deadline yesterday for Pori

Portugal: Presidentia

Four candidates of national:stature met

tugal's presidential election on June 27,
but the campaign is likely to be primarily
- a persomality contest between Prime :
© Minister Azevedo and army chief General |
Esnes. ! S
. Eanes is the early favorite by virtue of |

the endorsements he has received from the ] ’

three msjor political parties—the |
Socialists, the centrist Popular }

i
|
i
i
l .
|
i

Democrats, and the conservative Socia
Democratic Center—as well is from two
groups on the far left. Ho ls also counting

on support from much of the miliary. | |

Eanes' initial public mppearances have |

raised some concern, however, that his .|
rrticance and auvaters appearance may 1
severely limil his popular appeal. . | i
} IR

. officers,

Prime Mnllm Azevedo, in conirast,
moves emily among the people and Is: -
widely crediled with. repuising Com-
munist-bcked bids for power last year. !
. Although Azevedo ia not supported by
any . party! organization, he hopes to
capitalizé | on. Eanes' : ineffectiveness .

- publicly dnd;on his own reputation in.

rural areds, where the population tends’
not to vote for & candidate simply because.
he is backed by s certainparty.” |
Té beat Eanes, however, Azevedo must: -
overcomd the leN-leaning Marxist image
asctibod 10 him since more conservalive. :
led by General Eanes, guined
ascendancy ‘sfler crushing the lefuist '
militasy! rebeilion last November.:
Azevedo'h | candidecy . was' rumored to-
hu\mI bn}n ncoursged by Communist
[ { | ) . !

Election Campaign

sympathizers, but this has not been sub-
stantiated and he has publicly rejected

. Communist support.

Azevedo is openly challenging Esnes

| Tor the centrist and conservative vote and,

in statements earlier this week, has taken
a harder position than his opponent
against admitting Communists into his
government. i

To further his ¢ause, Azevedo is ap-
parently trying to identify himself with the
US and the NATO alliance, telling one
intorviewer that he would riot aliow Com-
munist participation in any future govern-
ment 30 long as the US opposed i,

Eanes, on the other hand, ssid this woek
that while the Communists could not
enter the government now, they might be
Lbie to do so later on. The army chiel was
also less than whole-hearted in his support
of NATO, insisting that Portugal would
remain a foyal ally, but: adopting the
rhetoric of lefist military: officers in
suggesting that both military blocs should
und would disappesr. P R
. Former tecurity chief Otelo de Car-
valho is expected to appeal primarily to
the far left, which represents no more than
§ petoant of the voters, Carvalho, current-
ly on conditional liberty pending trial for
hia role in: the abortive uprising in
November, was granted special permise

sion by the army to engage in political ac- - “
tivities until the supreme court rules on his

presidential eligibllity, - | :

. The Communist Party candidate, Do- :
tavio Pato, will probably take the vote of

his party, smorted front organizations,
und of lefists who want & civillan presi-

dent. Pato is not In the race to win, but to

serve ms & bargaining chip with which the
Communista hope (o gain & position in the
new government, [ .
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