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Marxists--staged' a rally on Wednesday to protes
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*posztzon zn Chzle to a plebzoczte,on a -new constztutian;isﬁftVT_
zncreaszrg, znazcatang that the vote muJ te a jocaZ point |for rising . -

discontent. o :‘a | R {
n i : e
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. Tens offthousands of Chileans--moderates and

t| the *
proposed constltUtlon and the procedures for tht plebi—
scite scheduled for | ll | September. It was the largest
oppositio therlng 1n the mllltary reglme s seven-year
hlstory.r A 1 o f
‘“i i - . L

 The crowd]strongly backed former Pre31dent'Fre1 s
demands for1a|tran51tlon government leadlng to c1v111an'
rule. - The proposed constitution calls forlcontlnued
dxrect mllltary rile ‘until :1989. Y 1

,Ilh.,in., ,

When Pres;dent Pinocnet announced therpleblsC1te ?*']'
he“probably expected that the long-dormant B
d.be unable to organlze itself in|time to

two weeks agong
opposition wou|
marshal sxgnxflcantjsupport for aj no" vote. He|had

hoped[that the plebiscite, by pubricly reafflrming hls'
rule,  would, 91 e he government greater legltlmacy both’
at home and! abro d 'Th;s 'was the case in;1978, when

Chileans rejectéd UN ;'
threeTto-one mergxn. | & IR 1 R
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;The OppOSltion, however, has coalesced morelrapidly L

than, Pinochet had ant;clpated P011t1c1ans who: were .
reluctant to smde with:foreign critics in; 11978 now. are'
more| willing to%campaign against a constltutlon;that ;'5,
would have a negatlve effect on domestic pol;t;cs for .

years to come. i ; P f l R I

| I
lPlnochet prohably Will; attem‘t to play on Chllean’j
fears that rejecting .the constitution would lead|to a

return to the| chaos; of i the Allendé.vears.hiﬂe is. unllkely:

to cancel’ the blebiscite because '1s personal prest;ge

is committed to 1t.ﬂ If its opponents appear to Be gain-
ing momentum, however, the government may ‘clamp down on
thelr public meetlngs nd access to ithe medla. ' :
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