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SOVERNMENT CRACKODOWN

. SHILE:

THE SOVERNMENT'S FIRM JESPONSE TQ THE *'DAY OF NATIONAL |

PROTEST* LAST WEEK INDICATES THAT PRESIDENT PINOCHET wiLL CONTINUE

T0 3E TOUGH iN DEALING WITH CRITICS OF HIS ECONOMIC POLICIS5 AND
ADVOCATES OF AN ACCELERATED TRANSITION TO .DEMOCRACY . NESEE

THE DEMONSTRATIONS WERE THE MOST EXTENSIVE SINCE MILITARY RULE
3EGAN IN 1973. VARIOUS GROUPS STAGED LARGELY NONVIOLENT PROTESTS
AGAINST WAGE CUTS, THE ZCONOMIC CRISIS. AND RESTRICTIVE SOCIAL aND
POLITICAL POLICIES. POLICE XKILLED TWO YQUTHS AND ARRESTED 350

R ] o
~ME REGIME ARRESTED 300 PECPLE DURING SWEEPS LAST WEEKEND -~ .
TMROUGH SEVERAL SANTIAGO NEIGHBORHOODS ANO BANNED NEWS BROADCASTS ‘8Y

A RADIO NETWORK THAT HAD REPORTED ON THE PROTESTS. ORGANIZERS OF THE
aCTIVITIES wiLl SE =nosscureo.-

SEFORE THE CRACKDOWN, SEVERAL PROGOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN AND THE
COUNTRY 'S LARGEST NEWSPAPER--ALUSO PROGOVERNMENT - -PUBLICLY DQISCUSSED
THE REGIME’S DECLINING POPULARITY. THEY SAID THE GOVERNME!:7 «(ULD
HAVE TO TAKE CCNSTRUCTIVE, MODERATE INITIATIVES TO COPE WIi., GROWING
OPPOSITION ACTIVITIES AND PUBLIC DISENCHANTMENT‘.- ’

COMMENT : THE PROTESTS WILL WIDEN A LONGSTANOING SPLIT IN
PINGCHET’S CABINET. WARDLINERS CHARGE THAT THE PROTESTS ARE PART CF
AN INTERNATIONAL CONSPIRACY AND EMPHASIZE THE NEED TQ STAND FIRM.
MCDERATES WARN THAT REPRESSIVE POLICIES CAN POLARIZE SOCIETY AND
<osT THE GOVERNMENT CRUCTAL SUPDQRT.- : .

PINOCHET PRESUMABLY HOPES THE TOUGH TACTICS THAT HAVE SUCCEEDED
IN THE PAST WILL HELP PREVENT A SECOND DAY OF PROTEST NEXT MONTH.
CONTINUED HARSH ACTIONS PROBABLY WILL ALIENATE SOME MODERATE
SUPPORTERS. PINOCHET CAN STILL COUNT ON SOLID BACKING FROM THE ARMY,
FOWEVER, AND 1S IN NO IMMEDIATE DANGER. -
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