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LATIN AMERICA

CHILE

LEFTIST TERRORIST ACTIVITY CONTINUES

AT LEAST 12 BOMBS WERE SET AROUND SANTIAGO IN TWO APPARENTLY
COORDINATED BOMBING ATTACKS ON 14 MAY AND 21 MAY, HITTING THE US
CONSULATE AND TWO MORMON CHAPELS, AMONG OTHER LARGELY FOREIGN
TARGETS. THE ATTACKS CAUSED ONLY MINOR DAMAGE. THE TWO SETS OF
BOMBINGS AS WELL AS THE 10 MAY ASSASSINATION OF A RETIRED CARABINERO
COLONEL--ACCUSED OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS-~ARE THOUGHT TO HAVE
BEEN CARRIED OUT BY MEMBERS OF THE DISSIDENT FACTION OF THE MANUEL
RODRIGUEZ PATRIOTIC FRONT (FPMR/D). RESPONSIBILITY HAS NOT BEEN
CLAIMED FOR A BOMB THAT KILLED A CHILEAN EXPLOSIVES EXPERT 4 JUNE,
OR FOR THE BOMBINGS OF SEVERAL MORMON CHURCHES THROUGHOUT CHILE.
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HARDLINE CHILEAN TERRORIST GROUPS HAVE CONTINUED TO EXECUTE LOW-
LEVEL TERRORIST ACTIVITIES IN RECENT MONTHS DESPITE COMMUNIST PARTY
OF CHILE (PCCH) EFFORTS TO CURB TERRORIST OPERATIONS. FOR MORE ON

THE SUBJECT, SEE THE ARTICLE APPEARING IN THIS ISSUE ENTITLED
''"CHILE: PROSPECTS FOR TERRORISM.''
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ITEM 4: CHILE: PROSPECTS For TERRORISM [N

RECENT SHIFTS IN INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC POLITICS- ARE
FRUSTRATING CHILEAN FAR-LEFT TERRORIST GROUPS, MAKING INCREASED
VIOLENCE OVER THE NEXT YEAR LIKELY. THE GROUPS WILL PROBABLY BE
UNABLE TO SUSTAIN TERRORIST CAMPAIGNS OVER THE LONGER TERM, HOWEVER,
BECAUSE OF THEIR CONTINUED DISUNITY AND DECLINING POLITICAL AND

FINANCIAL SUPPORT. _

SWIMMING AGAINST THE MODERATE TIDE

DURING THE PAST DECADE, TERRORIST GROUPS OF VARIOUS STRIPES
HAVE ADVOCATED VIOLENCE TO UNSEAT DICTATOR AUGUSTO PINOCHET AND

Page 11




e ———— RS
RET

AVENGE HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES BY HIS REGIME. THESE ORGANIZATIONS
LAUNCHED WELL-ORGANIZED ASSAULTS ON PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND GOVERNMENT
FACILITIES, EMPLOYING ASSASSINATIONS, BOMBINGS, AND ROCKET ATTACKS.
ALTHOUGH THEY TARGETED US INTERESTS LESS OFTEN, THEY BECAME VERY

ACTIVE IN MOUNTINi ANTI-US ATTACKS FOLLOWING THE US INTERVENTION IN
PANAMA .,

THE TERRORISTS STILL CLING TO THEIR STRATEGY OF ARMED STRUGGLE .
DESPITE THE NEW POLITICAL CLIMATE RESULTING FROM THE END OF THE 16-
YEAR PINOCHET DICTATORSHIP AND FROM REFORMIST TRENDS IN THE
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT WORLDWIDE. AS THE ORGANIZED LEFT, PARTICULARLY
THE' COMMUNIST PARTY (PCCH), HAS TRIED TO STAKE OUT POLITICAL SPACE
IN NEWLY DEMOCRATIC CHILE, IT HAS SHOWN INCREASING RELUCTANCE. TO
PTED TO REIN IN TERRORIST GROUPS,

THE COMMUNISTS SUCCEEDED IN CURBING

UEZ PATRIOTIC FRONT (FPMR)--FORMED IN
1983 WITH PCCH SUPPORT--DURING THE OCTOBER 1988 PLEBISCITE AND THE
ELECTION LAST DECEMBER. THEY REPORTEDLY HAVE ONLY LIMITED INFLUENCE
WITH THE OTHER HARDLINE GROUPS--NOTABLY THE MANUEL RODRIGUEZ A
PATRIOTIC FRONT/DISSIDENTS (FPMR/D), A RADICAL SPLINTER GROUP FORMED

IN 1987, AND THE LAUTARO YOUTH ORGANIZATION. THE FPMR/D HAS BEEN -
. RESPONSIBLE FOR MUCH OF THE TERRORIST VIOLENCE OVER THE PAST YEAR.

THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE

CHILEAN PRESIDENT AYLWIN'S CAUTIOUS APPROACH IN ADDRESSING
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES OF THE PINOCHET REGIME MAY ALSO FOMENT GREATER
TERRORIST ACTIVITY OVER THE SHORT TERM. THE PRESIDENT HAS BEEN
CAREFUL TO AVOID A CONFRONTATION WITH THE MILITARY AND WITH PINOCHET
IN HIS CURRENT CAPACITY AS ARMY COMMANDER, STRESSING THE NEED TO
SEEK REDRESS FOR THE VICTIMS RATHER THAN REVENGE. ACCORDINGLY,
AYLWIN HAS PLACED STRICT LIMITS ON HIS NEWLY CREATED COMMISSION TO.
INVESTIGATE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS OF THE PINOCHET ERA AND HAS SAID
PUBLICLY HE WILL CONSIDER PARDONS ONCE THE TRUTH IS OuT.
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WE BELIEVE TERRORISTS MAY PLAY ON THE HEIGHTENED PUBLIC

ATTENTION TO HUMAN RIGHTS, USING VIOLENCE TO VENT THEIR FRUSTRATION
WITH AYLWIN'S CAUTION AND TO PRESS HIM TO ADOPT A HARDLINE APPROACH.

IN MARCH, THE FPMR/D ATTEMPTED TO KILL FORMER JUNTA MEMBER

RETIRED AIR FORCE GEN. GUSTAVO LEIGH, ACCUSED OF ORDERING WIDESPREAD
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN THE WEEKS FOLLOWING THE 1973 COUP AGAINST
THEN PRESIDENT SALVADOR ALLENDE. LAST MONTH, FORMER POLICE COLONEL
LUIS FONTAINE--IMPLICATED IN THE DEATHS OF THREE COMMUNIST

ACTIVISTS--WAS KILLED; THE FPMR/D IS A PRIME SUSPECT. _
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THE RADICAL LEFT CONTINUES TO VIEW PINOCHET AS A THREAT,
MOREOVER, BELIEVING HE COULD REGAIN CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT. IT
MAY SEE INCREASED VIOLENCE AS A WAY TO PROVOKE A FACE-OFF BETWEEN

AYLWIN AND THE GENERAL, _
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OBSTACLES TO TERRORIST OFFENSIVE )

WE BELIEVE CHILEAN LEFTISTS WILL BE UNABLE TO SUSTAIN LONG-TERM
TERRORIST CAMPAIGNS BECAUSE OF THEIR FAILURE TO COORDINATE
ACTIVITIES AND THE DECLINE OF OUTSIDE SUPPORT. ALTHOUGH THE GROUPS
REPORTEDLY MAINTAIN LOW-LEVEL CONTACTS, THEIR EFFORTS TO UNIFY OVER
THE YEARS HAVE FAILED. POPULAR REJECTION OF EXTREMISM, DEMONSTRATED

BY THE ELECTION OF AYLWIN'S CENTRIST COALITION, HAS INTENSIFIED
EFFORTS BY TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS TO UNIFYW
I - )" EAcH HAS ITS OWN VIEW N
MOREOVER, THE FAR-LEFT POLITICAL PARTIES ARE LIKELY TO BE
PRESSED BY THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PUBLIC TO HALT FINANCIAL SUPPORT

ALLIANCE SHOULD EMPLOY.
TO TERRORIST GROUPS.

LONG-TERM PROSPECTS FOR CHILEAN TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS WILL BE
LARGELY DETERMINED BY THE PERFORMANCE OF AYLWIN'S ADMINISTRATION AND
HIS ABILITY TO GIVE THE FAR LEFT A STAKE IN THE SUCCESS OF ‘
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT. INCLUSION OF THE LEFT IN THE POLITICAL

- PROCESS AND EVEN MODERATE ATTENTION TO ITS AGENDA OF SOCIOECONOMIC
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REFORM WOULD HELP ISOLATE TERRORIST GROUPS AND UNDERCUT THEIR APPEAL
TO PROSPECTIVE RECRUITS. MOREOVER, IF THE GOVERNMENT SUCCEEDS IN
STRENGTHENING ITS INTELLIGENCE APPARATUS AND IMPROVING CHILE'S HUMAN
RIGHTS RECORD, THE TERRORISTS WOULD HAVE REASON TO RECONSIDER THE

EFFICACY OF ARMED STRUGGLE. -
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