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1, IATE IN THE AFTERNOON OF 7 AUGUST, PRESIDENT ANTONIO SEGNI SUFFERED A

STROKE IN THE IEFT SIDE OF THE ERAIN WHICH, FOR A MOMENT ANYWAY, PARALYZED ALL
___ MOTOR FACULTIES OF THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE BODY, BARRING UNFORESEEN DEVELOPMENTS,
THERE IS NO REASON TO FEAR DANGER OF DEATH., AT THE SAME TIME, IT IS DOUBTFUL
THAT HE WILL EVER RECOVER SUFFICIENTLY TO RESUME HIS DUTIES. ARTICLE 86 OF
THE TTALIAN CONSTTTUTION STATES THAT, WHEN THE PRESIDENT IS UNABIE TO FULFILL

HIS CONSTITUTIONAL FUNCTIONS, THESE ARE TAKEN OVER EY THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SENATE, PRESENTLY SENATOR CESARE MERZAGORA, HOWEVER, THERE IS A CATCH IN THIS
ﬁ:ﬁﬁizﬁm CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION IN THAT NO MECHANISM IS PROVIDED FOR DECIDING WHEN

) THIS STTUATION IS TO BE MET. _commms: SENATOR MERZAGORA,
POLITICALLY AN INDEPENDENT, HAS EEEN CONSISTENTLY ELECTED TO THE SENATE WITH
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC (DC) VOTES SINCE 1948, HE WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE
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SENATE ON 25 JUNE 1953, MERZAGORA .4’ THE DX CANDIDATE IN TiE PRES1DENTIAL
ELECTION OF APRIL 1955, BUT IOST TO GICVANNI GRONCHZI. O I MARCH 1543 HE

WAS NAMED SENATOR FOR LIFE BY SEGNI. MERZAGORA'S PROFESSICMAT BACKZROUND IS IN

BUSINESS AND BANKING.)

2. ACCORDING TO OPINIONS HELD IX GOVERNMENTAL (T RIIED, IHE FOLLCWING

POSSIBILITIES ARE FORESEEN: |

A, SEGNI WILL RECOVER IN FULL, THIS T8 VERY
UNLIKELY, A MORE FIRM DIAGNOSIS WILL BE FPOSSIRLE IN THREE DAZS.,

B, SEGNI WILL RECCVER SUFFICIENTLT V'C HESION
VOLUNTARILY,

C. FACED WIT:H SEGNItS GBVICUS INVARACITT IO
EVEN ISSUE DIRECTIVES, MERZAGCRA, WLTH TWE WECCEISSARY ‘0_"'*"«1 FALKING
WILL APPOINT A COMMISSION OF IFADING MEUIZAL EXFERIS WHC WITL ARRIVE AT

THE JUDGEMENT THAT THE PRESIDENT IS UNABLE TC FULFILL HIZ DUTIES, N

WHICH CASE AN ELECTION FOR THE NEW PRESIDENT IS CALLIED WiTHIN I L DAYS,

THE CONSENSUS, HOWEVER, IS THAT, GIVEX THE NATURE CF THE I1INESS AND

BARRING A DRASTIC TURN FOR THE WORSE, THIS FOSSIRILITY WOULD FRCEABLI
REQUIRE 60 TO 90 DAYS SINCE THERE WOTID LIWAYS IE 4D CTTSITE UHANGE FOR o qpg5g
RECOVERY, MEDICAL EXPERTS COVLD B2 EXPIUTED TC MOV GiLY WlTH T f&‘:"'"“’mrs
GREATEST CAUTION. _commzz. s ARTIGIE He oOF TER IVelIAN
CONSTITUTION PRESCRIBES THAT: "PHE FUNCTICONS OF THh TRLSIINND CF Jhk
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REPUBLIC, IN EACH CASE IN WHICH HE GANNOT PERFORM THEM, ARE EXERCISED BY

THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, IN CASE OF PERMANENT DISABILITY, DEATH, OR
RESIGNATION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC, THE PRESIDENT OF THE CHAMBER

OF DEPUTIES ANNOUNCES THE ELECTION OF PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC WITHIN FIFTEEN
DAYS, EXCEPT FOR LONGER PERIOD PROVIDED FOR WHEN THE CHAMBERS ARE DISSOLVED

OR WHEN THEIR TERM HAS IESS THAN THREE MONTHS TO RUN.")
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