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A PROGRESS REPORT ON THE SOVIET SCHOOL REORGANIZATION

A major reorganization of the Soviet school System was begun in
the 1959/60 school year and is scheduled for completion between 1963
and 1965, In addition to adding "labor training" to the curricula
of all Soviet Schools, the law on education passed in December 1958
provided for (1) extension of compulsory education from 7 to 8 years,
(2) conversion of the general academic high schools into labor-poly-
technical high schools, and (3) expansion of evening and correspond-
ence schools at the high school and college levels. These goals were
elaborated further in the Seven Year Plan (1959-65) and supplemented
by decrees providing for an expansion in the network of child-care--
facilities——nurseries,_kindergartens and boarding schools.

In the past two years the USSR has proceeded vigorously in ex-
panding the network of child-care facilities and also in increasing
the enrollment in evening schools and correspondence courses, On the
other hand, the extension of compulsory 8~year education is apparently
behind Schedule, and high school enrollment has continued to decline
more rapidly than the population of high-school age. This uneven prog-
ress in carrying out educational goals evidently was dictated in large
part by the need for additional workers during years when the number
of persons reaching working age was still declining sharply. Thus,

In the next several years, as the number of persons reaching working
age rises sharply, these lagging programs probably will receive new
emphasis. The need to expand school facilities also will become criti-
cal because of the expected rapid rise in the school age population.

Educational Plans and Progress

Child-care facilities—-According'to the Seven Year Plan, the
network of nurseries and kindergartens is to be expanded to accom-
modate more than 6 million children in 1965 compared to about 3.5
million in 1958, .Since the population of pre-school age (less than

of 1959, facilities had expanded to daccommodate an additional 400,000
children 1/, about the average annual increase required to meet the
planned goal. In 1960 more kindergartens and nurseries were built

The - Seven Year Plan also called for an expansion of enrollment
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the current school year howevery only 540,000 students are attending
these schools. 4/ In an attempt to overcome the lag in this program,
the 1960 decreef%ransferring budgeted funds from housing construction
to school. construction singled out the boarding schools for special
consideration. 5/

Compulsory: Eight-Year Schooling--The transition from seven-year
to eight-year compulsory schooling is scheduled for completion by the
fall of 1962, 6/ 1t is unlikely that this schedule will be met, since
the problems of high dropout rates and inadequate school facilities--
problems that have kept about one-fifth of all Soviet children from
completing the seventh grade nine years after it became compulsory--
have apparently yet to be solved. During the past two years, enroll-
ment in the first seven grades has barely kept pace with population
growth in these ages, In extending compulsory schooling an additional
year, the USSR is faced with the large problem of finding the physical

million annually, after declining during most of the 1950s because of
the low birth rates of World War II. (See Table page. 4)

Labor-Polytechnical High Schools--The conversion of the general
high schools (grades 8-10) into labor-polytechnical high schools (grades
9-11) was scheduled to begin in the 1959/60 school year and to be com~
pleted in 3 to 5 years. At the beginning of the current school year,
15,000 high schools--about half of the total--provided production ‘train-
ing for their students. 7/ High school (day) enrollment has continued
to decline rapidly, however, and now constitutes only one-fourth of .
the population 15 through 17 compared to one-third in 1958 and almost
one-half in 1955. The conversion process thus has been eased consider-

Work~Study Programs in High Schools, Tekhnikums, and VUZes--As
‘planned, enrollment in evening schools and correspondence courses at
high schools, tekhnikums, and VUZes has increased rapidly--from 3.7
million in 1958 to 5.0 million in 1960. Most of this increase has
occurred in the high schools. The USSR plans to increase enrollment
in evening and correspondence courses to almost 9 million by 1965,

15 March 1961 CIA/RR CB-61-15 . Page 3

FCTO-N=F=twBFdmalaA L,



School-Age Population and Population Reaching

Working Age (15) in the USSRK

1958-65
Million Persons
School-Age Population Population
Reaching
7 - 14 15 - 17 » Age 15
1958 26.4 10.3 3.2
1959 28.1 9.4 2.7
1960 30.2 8.3 2.3
1961 32.4 7.4 2.3
1962 34.3 . 7.4 2.8
1963 35.6 8.6 3.5
1964 36.4 10.3 4.0
1965 37.1 11.7 4.2

15 March 1961

CIA/RR CB-61-15 Page 4



——

SH
Sou?ce

1.

s W

. o e

. [

15 Marc!

Wi
i,

Cgehan®s:. .

Tsentrélnoye statisticheskoye upravleni

Ye pri sovete
ministrov SSSR. Narodnoye khozzaﬁstvo SSSR v 1959 godu
(USSR. National Economy 1in » Moscow, , PP, s

- 783, U, ; ,

Pravda; 26:.Jan 61, y.
*"@BIS;.Dail»‘Report
27 May 59, p. 0C .
Pravda, 26 Jan 61. 0.
Trad, iO«Aug 60, U,
Sow g

L8 ¢
Mu

(USSR and Eastern Europe) ,

The:Law on Compulsory Universal Education
rceﬁ‘Everywhere," Narodno

ye~obrazovaniye

ust-be  E
(National E
Pravda, 26 Jan 61. U

1862 CIA/RR CB-61415.

C—O~N-F—§—B-E~N—$—$—A—L-

o
ducation), No, 5, 1960, U

Page 5



