D

ﬁ T S-2 = 3947
CIA HISTORICAL REVIEW PRoGRA |
24 RELEASE AS SANITIZED

1999 e

MEMOBANDDM FORt Mr. Herman Dworkin

FOR THE DIRECTOR OF RESEARCE AKD REFORTS:

Chitef, Ecancaic Regesrch Ares
Enclosure: .
A8 gtated above.

Cswagrasing end

C i GROUP ¢
- . Excluded from zolom:
i gettnanniiesiin
B .



ORR Project No. S-2334

-Soviet Involvement with the Development of

Ports on the Mediterranean and Red Seas, the

Persian Gulf, Indian Ocean ang Contiguous Waters

1 June 1967




Summag

Involvement of the USSR in the development of ports, ship&ards
or drydocks in the subject area under survey has concentrated princi-
pally on shipyard facilities. at Alexandria, Egypt and on construction
* and ex'pansion of .port -facilities at Berbera in the Somali Republic
and Hodelda :Ln the Yemen. Fa01l1t1es a.t these strateglc locatlons
could be used for refuell:.ng malntenance a.nd repair of Sov:.et nava.l
e.nd merchant shlps but a.lso are consmtent with each country's own
g reqturements ., ‘ |
» The USSR has been :mvolved on a sma.]J.er sca.le in the development
L of port fac:.lltles to support a flshlng fleet at Tema in Ghana
".'where Sonet 1nfluence ‘is now fa:.r]y well discredited. A survey of'

a shlpya.rd a.t Basrah Ira.q was also ca.rrled out somet:_me ago but

’ _-'there are no 1nd1cat10ns of fu.rther mvolvement Although the Sov:.ets

. a.r ‘art":z'blpatmg 111 the development of mternal transporta.tlon .

. ,d Indones:La, there

“is:no- endence the.t they are or- ha.ve ‘béen’ engaged elsewhere in the
area in the development of port, sh\lpyard or drydock fac:.lltles.
1. Eapt
: A new shlpya.rd a.t M.exa.ndrla 1s belng constructed at an
estlmated cost of $39 mlﬂ_lqn\}\fogkwhlch a $l7 million credit has
:been provided by the USSR The prime contra.ctor is an Egyptlan firm
but the USSR is assisting w1th the design and is providing consult-

ing engineers and most of the. imported machinery. Construction has
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been in progress since at least 1962 and initially was scheduled
for completion in 1968. The first stage was officially opened in
July 1965 with the capability of building and repairing coastal
'Shlps tugs and pilot and fishing boats up to 800 gross tons. Four
tugs. and three submarine chasers were assembled in 1966. At least
one naval vessel of _destroyer size built at Alexandr.ia. has already
been launched

The' shipyard- will have after completlon, probably by 1969
or 1970 3 280 feet of flttlng out wharves and two bulld:mgways s
ee.ch 558 feet long, capa.ble of bulldlng ca.rgo ships up to 25 OOO
dwt or tankers up %o 20 OOO dwt A third bu.z_ldlngway will be used
for the’ constructlon of sma.ller ShlpS. The ya.rd will be equ::.pped
with cranes. w1th llftlng capac:.tles of 5 to 35 ‘tons. Soviet c1t1-
zens are stafflng the voca.tlona.l trammg center which the USSR pro-

v1ded for the shlpya.rd Sov1et VIP mterest in the pro,]ect contlnues '

as ev1denced by the vn,srb of

Sov1et Deputy M:Lm_ster of Shlpbulld—-

mg in September 1966 to f'é; _ate cooperatlon for the promotlon
of shipbuilding at Alexa.ndrla. .

The Sov:.ets are mvolved 1n Egyptian ports and shlppmg in
a number of other minor ways. The USSR fu.rnlshed in 1964 for Alexa.n-
dria port a floatlng dock of 6 OOO tons capacity built at Kherson
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shipyard.

There was also an agreement by the Soviets in 1964 bto par-

ticipate in the development of a fishing port at Ras Banas.” An
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estimated requirement of $7 million was to include a fleet of 10

fishing boats and a cannery. The agreement was renewed in June 1965,
with stlpulatlons for services to be rendered to Soviet fishing boats
to be included in later agreements. There is no evidence of construc-

tion at the port. In addition, a joint Egyptla.n/Sov:Let merchant
Shlpplng llne was establlshed in 1964 and Soviet technlclans have
part1C1pated 1n fea31b111ty studles for a progected commer01al ‘port
near Damletta.»

To date, SOV1et part1c1patlon in Egyptlan port and shipyard

.;:development has not resulted 1n .any partlcular advantages for the

USSR. Port and shlpyard 1mprovement has long been an 1mportant goal
of Egyptian. plannlng Calro 1s anx1ous to 1mprove its own grow1ng
naval and. marltlme capdblllty, in order to reduce 1ts forelgn expendl-
ture for naval repalrs and for 01v1l shlpplng and marlne services.
Furthermore drydock and repalr fa0111t1es .near- the Suez Canal lanes- ---

Ce e R _ o N ,
-ass1stance»from a number of |
non-Soviet sources -- notably West Germany and Yugoslav1a. Soviet
and other Communist merchant Shlpplng, in common with all merchant
shlpplng, has aocess to Sov1et-bullt fac1llt1es and to the West-German
'bullt drydock in Alexandrla, the Yugoslav-bullt floating drydock in °
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that port, and the: West German-bullt and supervised shipyard near

Port Said. The Soviets are not known to have sought or received any

particular concessions for their naval vessels.,



2. Somali Republic

The USSR has been involved since 1963 with the construction
of the Somali port of Berbera, strategically located on the Gulf of
Aden not far from the Red Sea. The port is expected to serve as a
naval base as wéll as a commercial port. Initially'$5 6 million were
allotted to thls port development project as part of a $4l.k million
line of credit extended by the USSR in 1961 Estlmated total cost-
of . constructlon was about $7 mllllon.

Development plans 1nclude the follow1ng.

(a) dredglng to permlt entry of . ShlpS with a. draught of

9 5 meters,
(b) 2 loadlng piers - total length of 320 meters;
i square
(c) 5 6 OOO/meters of covered warehou31ng,
. /sqpare -
(a) 13-15 000/meters of open stordge area,
(e). workshop - admlnlstratlve bulldlngs - 11v1ng qparters.

Planned capac1ty of the port is to be 400’ OOO tons per year.

3

Inltlally 35 Sov1et technlclansqwere to. be employed -and the
number was. to increase to 120- 150 However in 1966 only 53 Sov1et
technicians had been 1dent1f1ed as present at the port

The total_amount of equlpment and materlal delivered to date
is not known., However durlng 1965 the follow1ng was delivered by

h \\ ‘
Soviet ships: = -
~(a) 1 Berge, self propelled;

, (b) 2 Dredges;




(¢) 1 Drilling rig;

(d) 2 Pile drivers - (floating);

(e) 1 Tugboat, 47 foot - single screw;

(f) 1,247 tons of piles (19 meter lengths);
(g) 115 tons of timber;

(h) 13 ,387 tons of cement and 5,000 tons of other material s

- some ‘or all of which may have been’ for the port pro,]ect

!
Berbere. port was orlglna.lly scheduled for completlon in 1965,

However US off1c1a.ls who toured the port ‘in October 1966 reported

tha.t the pro;ject would requlre a yea.r or more for completlon. At' '
that tlme one-fourth of the dock p:llng was in ple.ce. They also re-’
ported that the slow progress was evrdently not due to a shortage of

materla.l or unusual englneermg problems but rather o the fa.llure

'-of the ‘Somali government to pay local workers. The Sov:Let chief

engmeer was openly a.nnoyed at. the fa.llure of the Soma.lls to prov:Lde N

enough labor. Aceord:x_ng to e. report

.

. :Ln January 1967, the' progect was only ko~ percent com-

pleted in December 1966 when officials visited the port‘.
»“A ) V
3. Yemen A

Soviet technlcla.ns were’ enga,ged in the construction of the

port of Hodeida durlng 1958-62. Approx1ma.tely $15 million was allo-
o \“\\”\ S0

cated to this port construction as part of a line of credit from the

USSR which was extended in 1956.

The scope of this project included the following:




(a)

(b)
(e)
(a)

(e)

e
_'(s)'_
(n)

Dredging & channel nine kilometers long to a depth of

25 feet.
Construction of 1,350 feet of docking space. (3 quays) »
Insta,jj_ation of three cranes each of five tons capacity.
Construction of a warehouse with 11,700 squé;re meters

of stbsz_a.ge' .spac't_a.
Construct_:;on of. a- machine‘ .shop for the repair of small

: vshi}é. parts R cré.nes end motor >c'a:cs.

Installatién of a fresh wdter supply systeim. -

Insta]la.tlon of a 1,200 KW diesel power :station.

Installa,t:.on of a port nllumlna‘clon system for nlght

opera.tlons .

) Insta.lla.t:.on of elght vert:Lca.l and f:we horlztonal fuel

stqrage_ ta.nks w:Lth a com:bm_ed capac1ty of- 9,000
_cubic jneteré._ Two ‘of these tanks can-be utilized
~ for ..ghe--sf,orage of bunkering fuel - capacity 2,000

‘ tons o

v

In addltlon there are at the port six high pressure underwa.ter plpe-

lmes for the dlscha.rge "of oil cargo-and for bunkering. T_hree are

6" and ‘three 8" diameter.- An unusual aspect of the present harbor

\
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mstail_'l.atlon is the cranes which are only ca.pable of hs.nd.l:.ng flve

.tons. ALl observers agre;a\tha't £he crane base is gapable of llftlng

much more; simply by replac1ng the cable and a portion of the arm

the ‘craries would have a 35 ton capacity and be capable of off_-loading
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heavy equipment.
| About 300 Soviet technicians and 2,000 Yemeni workers were
employed on the projec¢t which was completed and officially turned
over to the Yemeni government in June i962. At that time about 50
of the 300 Soviet technicians remained on the job to train Yemeni
personnel and to act as pilots for ocean ships. About a dozen Soviets
were as31gned as permanent a.dv:.sors. Yemen: rema:ms dependent upon -
Soviet assmtance if it 1ntends to maintain the harbor in its present
“condltlon a.nd :mtroduce modlflca.tlons from tlme to time. Although
the port was mtended to be capable of handllng 10,000 ton sh:.ps s
western observers report tha.t the channel is too sha.llow to handle a
fully: loa.ded lO OOO tonner. Moreover depth a.].ongs:.de the quays is’
25 to 27 feet in some places.but only 16 feet at ends of quays. The
port has not. been dredged since completlon m 1962 a.nd the Sov:Let ‘
dredge ha.s been removed. . ' _ S -
Under -8 March. 1961+ agreement the flsblng port at’ Hodelda. |
' 1s -to be: expa.nded by 40 percent of 1ts present ce.pa,c:Lty. Est:una.tedi
cost 1nclud.1ng the cannery, workshops 6- 7 flshlng boats. and a new
 power station, is about $8 milliof:  Construction is scheduled to '
begin in July 1967 Perha.ps 10 Soviet techn1c1a.ns were involved. in

e

planm_ng for this progect in 1966 The agreement states th.at Yemen
WLll provide the Sov:l.et flﬁ]bg ﬂeet with fa.c:.llt:.es s water, fuel,
supplies and repairs.

Hodeidsa is Yemen's only modern port and has begun handling a
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significant she.re of Yemeni foreign trade. Most goods de_stined for
Yemen passed through Aden prior to 1963. Since that time, direct
deliveries to Hodeide,_almost entirely on Communist and Egyptian
vessels, have increased, and'roughLy one-quarter of Yemen's conven-
tional foreign trade probably is being handled through Hodeida In
addition, all - seaborge mllltary equlpment deliveries from the Com-
munlst countries’ and- from Egypt are made to Hodelda and Hodelda
is the terminus for all Egyptlan seaborne personnel movements. As
'presently constructed Hodelda is not considered a de31rable port
for submarlnes or other naval. vessels.
. I_rag N

Although the Sov1ets are major part1c1pants in the construc-
tlon of the standard gauge rallroads to both the ports of Basrah
and Um Qasr, the only'Sov1et port-related project known in Iraq was
a now-completed survey for a shlpyard at Basrah. Cost of the sur-
atvey was $l 5 mllllon pald under a Sov1et line of credit 1ssued 1n .
N_March 1959 . No work on a shlpyard has been detected and further
- details are unavalldble.

5; -Ghana,

The USSR supplied a floatingtrepeir workship and a floating
dock_to the Tema flshlng.port in 196k. These facilities are not in
: NN s '
use,.however, as the repalr ship has electrical and other operational

difficulties and no means exist to repair the floating dock. The




Ghanian government hopes to use the repair ship at some other harbor;

no plans exist for acquiring more floating docks or for other addi-
tions to Tema by the Soviets. A British firm is now enlarging the
port. |
6. Guinea

The Soviets, Poles, and West Germans have all attempted to
. assist the Guinean fishing industry during the past few years, but-
little has been accompliéhed In 1961 and 1962 the .Soviets supplied
new berths and made minor repairs at Conakry and provided llghterage
equlpment Early in 1967 the USSR turned down : Guinean" requests
for the construction of a fish cannery and fishing boat building
facility. | On é3 March 1967 West Germany provided a $1.25 million
grant to defglop & local fishing industryvunder-élOSe‘German super-
vision. The project includes a shipyard installation w1th flshlng

boat construction facilities.




