oo et e

ey s

——— p § g m e —— e & e—————— - =

' JFAhCoTE OX SALVADORAK GUERRILLE WEAPONS

We don't gusrrel with the fact that the Salvadoran guerrillas
f.zave managed tc capture a portion of their zrms on the ground ir
Fl Salvador. Fowever, it is misleading tc suggest that the
Salvadorarn guerrillas are nc longer depending on outside support
+hrough Nicaraguz. According to the best information available
t¢, UE, the Sandinistas continue to provide vital militery support
to the Salvadoran insurgents inclvding cormand and control;
training centerr; ané logistical bases for arms, ammunition, and
other suppliec. From what we xnow, .neariy all the ammunition

usec by the guerrillias in El Selvador ig provided throuaeh:
Nicaracgua,.

From the beet facte we have available to ur now, we Xnow that:

-- Since FY-21, the U.S. Government has provided 36,242 items
i of ordnance &né¢ communications {rifles, machine guns,
'~ pistols, radios) equipment to the Government of £1 Salvador.

- The Goverrment of El Sszlvador has reported that since April
1982, 2,£9% U.S. supplied ordnance/communications items have
been cepturec by the guerrillas. ., - -~
- This equates to 7.4% of the ordnance/communications items
purchased by the Salvadorans from the U.S. Government.

-- A separate tally of weapons captured by the Government of
El Salvador firor the cguerrillas indicates that:

- 38t of the U.S. weapons captured by the ESAYr are
confirmed ac weapons originally shipped by the U.S5. to
the Republic of Vietnam for either our forces or the
Vietnamese, -

- Thie report is prepared by U.S. Government sources
{Rock Island Arsenal} based on weapons captured in the
field bv the ESAF or weapons turned in to ¢he ESAY Dby
guerrillas who have surrencered.

- 1t should be roted that there are additional weapons besides
those of U.S. manufzcture which have been captured by the

guerrillas. These are not included in the two sets cof
figures above. )
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-~ Our sbility to track these non-U.S. supplied wespone ie
limiteé by the smzll number of U.5. personnel in
El Szlvador and the fact that we Ge not have U.E. perronnel
., ir the fielé¢ witl Salvadoran operationzl units.

- Most impcrtently, the figures thzt we do have, reflect the
lose yater for U.S. trzined units, eguipped with crénance
purchasec fror the U.5. It it clezy that in thore units the
lose rate if extremely lowv. ‘ : - .

- The figures Dr. Ikxle uced were derived from e clzssified
) etudy preperec by intelligence analysts who estimated the
infiltratson of weapone in one, sector of El SBezlvader (the
South East) Gurinc a2 lirited period of time {September 1,
1983 - March 1, 1984). Yt is an erctimate ané doer not.
include &rres :infiltrateé¢ overlend or by air from Kicaragun
or throuech Honduras or Guatemzlz.

we have presented our case for the urgency of increacsed military
2ceistance to the Salvadoren wilitary. In our judgement, thet
case 3t sound end the ongoing Presidential election process,
about to enter a runoff, recuires our support to ensure its
security. » v
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