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Chancellor Adenauer has been giedually enlarging the eirele of his olose _

persondl advisers, largely besause of the inereasing complexity of government
affairs and because of his sensitiviiy to charges’ that he 'is too auntoeratic.
At present this eirele includes Fineaco Ministor Fritz Scheeffer, Economice |

 Minister Tudwig Erhar;d_," Bugen Gerste:mslor, and bankers Hermann J, Abs and’

Robert Pterdmengaa. ¥

2.

Sc'xha'q__fferfhés been' aﬁéqdq;;ig'mbl'q and more’ time with::’::the _Qﬁaﬁceilor. bMany party =
- leaders.believe that:the 66-yenr old cabinet member:is. being groomed to take
over CDU leadership and'that he would be. the most’capable’successor to Adenauer

" as Chancellor. He 1s'considered to have’a:brilliant” finanelal mind and to be

i
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’ , Gormans, these’charasteristiocs are “in his disfavor,:

P

“i . Affairs but will remein a close adviser to-
. glven a'top post,’ possibly ag: some sort, of

an extremely clever and’shrewd politicien, oven -though he has kept his political .

activities d‘eep'i_z.;‘;tl}e .,ba,'g‘kngomd.‘, P

' Gernstermalier has been steadily gaining favor with the Chanceller who, along
ulth other CDU officlals,  considers him the hardest working and most capahle
federal offictel in the foreign poligy field. Thesa officials feol, however,
that he will not be ngmédE?Foreign Minia_ter"iaince'Adenauex;gwill prefer either - .
- to retain:the post himself or to chooge .8 weaker man 1ike Hoinrich von Brentano, '’

~They stress that'Cerstermaier is somovhat too independent,” that he is apt. to ‘ereato.

the appearance.of 'being'a!bit overbearing, ’ At a orftical’ juncture in German:'
forelgn policy.when foreigners are’ sensitive to the ‘behavior of Andividual’

: t _ y:but’ do not alter the fact
that he will probably: continue to be a key forsign af: airs advisor, . A

Themoff:[d.ala o ifeira_ithat ibs is notlikely to be ngmeq‘wixistér for Fofeigzx
e Changellor and might 8t111 be
ecial emissary. o
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