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; rected me with 'satellites.'),” "But," he objected, "all the known Nazis in
! East Germany have been: punished " I told him to explain the case of von
Paulus, the® German . Commander ‘at Stalingrad, who died very peacefully in his

. East German v1lla.'f"It was’'a mistake,ﬂ he agreed, 'not to shoot him." But,
i he 1nsisted that there were no other cases. 'Well," I protested, "look at
| "the recent” Eichmann’ case° ‘Do’ you know that the USSR was the only nation that
f . refused’ to cooperate with Israel in the gathering of evidence." "But he was

'. sentenced to dle anyway, ! he-meekly protested.. "No," I-said, "that is not th
The fact Y- that_the country ‘that suffered most from the Nazis, that
ts“;anti-Nazism most loudly, refused to help to prosecute.a Nazi for

o ; reasons,"; (By ncw _we had several of the Soviets around. us). One
f : of them commented coldly" that Israel kidnapped Eichmann from Argentina and
: jthat thls was illegal., I got very angry. '"This legal argument of.yours," I
WJ;said ~"is hypocrisy of” the’ worst, kind (pedleisheye litsemeriye)." Two of. the
"'”'Sov1ets nodded’ their heads. :"To protect & mass murderer under the guise of
respectipg the right of asylum received under a false name! -Why, there must
oe: Soviet, soldiers who fell during the war who are now turning in their grave
Pt imagine, their government refusing to coeperate in prosecuting Nazi criminals
b Even Stalin would not” have had the audacity to refuse to cooperate~-the auda-
' city that Khrushchev had!. (The students looked pale, but did not protest.)
But, then, Sov1et anti Nazism was always contingent upon political consider-~
o ationsng.As 15 widely known, it was the Hitler-Stalin pact that unleashed
'“‘WOrld War II°" Ome of the students said "The.pact was.  necessary,. but we
.~should have sabotaged it," “"Why " said, "there was a time when German
; Communists collaborgted with the Gestapo in rounding up German Social-Demo-
.-'_crats..,_~ Later, the“historian asked me whether 1 knew this for sure, for he

"had, heard it” somewhere.fh
,-..'L"aks:' E}J.\.-.;. ).ll

S Then”‘he others left to refill their drinks, and I "continued the con-
versatlon w1th the historian.r "He" claimed that the unmasking of the "Stalin

mmeasurably strengthened the'"Soc1alist camp.”™ I told him that

{ It also resulted,.I reminded him, in the Hun-

, the” creation of some severe strains in the bloc. He
,pretcndedz ot todunderstand ‘and asked, ' "What strains?" T askediifise consider
frecalling of the Sov1et ambassador from Albania a sign of the:strengthening
of Sovlet bloc unlty,h."Albania is"net important," he retorted. "The more im
fportant the rlft "I argued° “"In- politics," I said (referring to a famous
‘Russian’ fable), "doggies don't bark “at " .elephants unless they are sure of an-
' ther elephant's support, You know the other elephant,” I added. He nodcded.
“"What - ‘would you say," I. asked, "if the U.S, recalled its ‘ambassador to a
NATO country?" He shrugged his shoulders.

it wn Why does the v, S, arm the Germans? Don't you know that if you arm the
ermans, the Sovievb w1ll give the 'atom’ 'bomb to China?"_ he asked. "You won't
give the bomb to China,“,I‘nssured him,_f“Why?“ He’ seemed.really surprised.
1 .-, "We know that the West’ ‘Germans wen't drop the bomt
nfus,wbut;the Sovzet leaders cannot be so sure that the Chinese won't - drop

ir bomb Cl: “yPBesldes,?_I_added "we must consider
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the possibillty that some 9ther power (or indeed, little country) will get

the bemb: .before the Chinese. It is time, I said, that you realize that the
. bomb can’ “hurt net only us,. .and that the Soviet Unlon is not immune to it."
M"Yes, " he said,- "but you have Trojan horses in your camp who, in the case

‘of & war," would fight against. you." (Seme others came over.) "Well," I re-

S plied, "ask® any Soviet officer who was stationed in Eastern Europe whether

-the Soviet .Union can really Tely on the Poles, the Hungariana and the others.’

Nﬁ;_He ‘was- silent and just sipped hie drink.

S _He-wanted te tqlk some’ more" about the Stalin cult. "The people.now tru.
ﬁfthe Party," ‘he said.( "Should they?" I asked. "It is we, the Westermners, who

E.:“;'denounced the crimes:of the Stalin era while Khrushchev praised the Great Pur:

 wges. (T pdraphrased ‘Khrushchev's 1937 remarks). There may be some people wh
‘for the first time, learned ‘that the Party is capable of monstrous lies. Whe:

'- 'are the-assurances thatthe Party won't lie ‘agains~in fact, that its present

'frassurancea ‘are not: liea?"l]"Yes," ‘he said, "there is something to it, but you

.Qf.must agrec that: the people are happler now than they were under Stalin,"

M"Yes," I%told him, "but it'is also true that the people were happier in 190k
than'th y were in 189h and .that the results .are well known.™

“‘.fOn ‘the way home some of the other students asked me about the lecture I

' L ga#e on Yevtushenke. "Why do you make such a fuss about him?" they asked.

"He has net even been arrested,'" one of the students added indignamtly. '"And
do.you knew why?" I asked. "Becausc he is not woerth it," said the Soviet stu-
~ S dend. - "That is not the reason," I said. "You woeuld have arrested him some

7 yearsi .ago, maybe even 'shot him, but now you are afraid; times have changed,

. comrades.{vremenia ne: te& tovarishchl). One of‘them sald, "Yevtushenko plays
~inte the hands of enemlea .of the Soviet Unien.”™ "Only history will show," I

‘ T7rep1ied "who is the enemy“and whe is the friend of the.peoples of the Soviet

- ~Unlon. “‘j

;There was an awkward sllence, ‘and then one of the students said that he
hopes to ‘see me again, and ‘another one (the mest Yvicious" of the lot), broke
inte‘a’ Khrushchevian grih,vstretched eut his hand and said, "Allow me to con-
gratulate’ yeu on the;ogcaslon of the sacred heliday of Chrlst's birthday" ~*
'(Razreshite pozdrav1t' %as .8 svetlym prazdnikem Rezhdestva Khristova). We




