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SOVIET GRAIN OFFICIAL ALLEGES NO MORE PURCHASES FROM US

The head of the Soviet grain pufchasing organization
has said : that the USSR intends.to "punish" the
UsS fgr the recent grain embargo by %efusing to buy
additional grain from the US. Hﬁs statement is a reitera-
tion of assertions éafligr this fall yhich were followéd,
however, by additional contracts.for US:grain;' Mpscow

needs more grain and iacks major -supplies outside the US.

Viktor Pershih; ;he,éhairman'of the puyrchasing oxqan;za~,
tion, was . vitriolic
in denouncing the embargo and US negotiating tagtics dur-
ing the discussions leading to the long—te;m grain agree¥
pent aﬁnounced on October 20th.

Pershin émphasized that the USSR ha; contractéd for
more than 30 millidn toné'ofvall grains and that Moscow
will not be back in the international grain markets until
July lé?b(at the-ea;lieét. He said he would refuse to
permit certain unspecified contracts signed with other

countries to be switched to US grain for fulfillment.

The Soviet official noted the congestion at Baltic

ports, and that some incoming ships are being diverted
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to pofts on the Biéck.Sea: He élso said'éﬁgf the Qeevil
infestation probléﬁ ﬁas largely been résoived.

Pershin's comments on the US eﬁbargo and theAnegoﬁia—'
tions are cénsistent with other reports. Minister of
Foreign Trade Patolichev has said that the USSR is pre-
pared to pay a premium elsewhere rather than buy.additional
US grain. V .

Pershiﬁ‘s'assertioﬁ that the Soyieﬁé have already bought
more than 30 million tohs.is not éubported by available
inﬁelligence, Vhich puts'toéal estimated purchéses at
about 26;5hmiliion tons. Even 30 million tons would leave
the soviets'?ar S‘hoz:t._IO_‘f,meeting their basié requireménts.
for livestockifeea. ' o |

‘Although,Soviet‘traﬁers are probably picking"up'gﬁall
amountS'Qf gréiﬁ around the world, Pershin may be trying
to depress méfket prices prior to re¥entering the gfai£

markets.
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