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view of pertinent intelligence reports has been made in an
attempt to determine the existence of Boviet Bloc redar equipment in
Cube.-Unfortunately, there has been no positive reporting on this
subject -- most reports have been based on rumors or hearsay. Thus
it is impossible to state definitely that certain types of Bloc rader
ere deployed in Cuba., The meager evidence available, hovwever, does
point ito the probable existence of some types of radar in Cube.
Appliceble reported incidents are as follows:

On 28 June the Soviet merchant ship, Baltiysk, unlosaded,
under meximum security, 3000 tons of cargo at Havena. The
cargo was military eguipment including radar and other
electronic items. About 20 Soviet technicians reportedly
also were debarked in Havana., In sddition to the military
cargo. 5000 tons of chémicel fertilizer were unloaded.

, belileves the cargo included bazookas and
possibiy some rocket arms and consideradle electronic
equipment, including radars. although it acknow-
ledged reporte of aircraft parts in the shipment, feels that
the secrecy of the transaction was due to the origin of the

ccargo and the fact that-radar and possibly some nev, small
weapons were involved.

.. - redar shipments
originating in Pregue vere being sent through Antwerp to
Cuba aboard Pensmenian-Flag vessels. These shipments were
documerted as tools and spare parts for agricultural machin-
ery. To date, no verification of this report was deen
ofteined.

The Soviet merchent ship, Ilys Mechnikov, arrived in
Havana on 8 September with what appeared to de a major &arms
shipment from the USSR. Various types of militery equipment
reportedly were unloaded, and ‘one description of the cargo
ineluded "long-renge reflectors," "small electric plants
about 5 feet each," and "rsdar equipment."” -

An observer who managed to enter Baracoe Military Air-
field reported that he saw four very large boxes. One box,
which wes uncrated, contained a large, metal, air-
conditioned van, through the open door of which were visidle
panels of electronic equipment. Beracoe (23°03' N - 82034 W)
1s located approximetely 1k miles west of Havana.

Another report states that rader sites exist between
Mariel (22059' N - 829L5' W) and Baracos. These radars are
mobile and have an approximate range of 30 miles. This report
seems doubtful for the distance between these two points 1s
only ebout 15 miles. A second report, however, states this
radar line extends from Mariel to Calbarien (22032 N - 79°28' W),
or a distance of approximately 200 statute miles. According
to this report, about 20 radars with a range of 30 miles
exist along this northern coast line. The approximate po-
sition of one radar is given as between Santa Fe and Mariel.

This source further reports the night use of e omounted
radare se mow £V occ

It 1s aifficult to determine the accuracy of the above reporis,
and in the case of the unloading of the Baltlysk it is possible that
a good majority of the information is fictionel. On the other hand,
1t is impossible to discount all reporting referring to radar, end 1t
is probvable that unidentified types of Soviet Bloc rader exist in
Cube.
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The term "long-range reflectors" used above, implies &
radar used for early warning or an associated functlon --
such as target acquisitlon or as part of a GCI stations.
Many Soviet rsdars can ve included in this general category,
but the most likely would be the P-8 or P-10 énicknamed KNIFE
REST: A and KNIFE REST B or O, respectively). (See the 1llus-

. trations.) Another, but lesser, possibility would be a P-20
(TOKEN) type. ‘

The description of a van is not sufficient to speculate
on a sgpecific type of radar or a particular function. It
is quite possible, however, that the source observed a radar
van.

The first type of radar ~-- the one with approximately
e 30-mile range, fits the general description of a gun-
laying radar. This possibility is partly supported by the
reported offloeding of anti-eircraft artillery. In this
category likely types would be the SON-4 or SON-9 (nicknamed
WHIFF and FIRE CAN, respectively). The truck-mounted gep-
fillers could be the relatively new radar nicknamed FLAT
FACE (Soviet designation believed to be P-15). This radar
reportedly hes a low altitude detection capability. Re-
cently sets of this type were given to the Chinese Commu-
nists.:
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FLAT FACE

‘Designation:

Us FLAT FACE
USSR/SATELLITE;

— et — . — —

Function: Unknown - believed to be Early Warning or Acquisition, ™~
Could perform a limited ground control intercept role is used in con-

Junction with a height~finding equipment,

Visual Observations: FLAT FACE was first sighted in

February 1959, in the Soviet Zone of Germany, and later, the

same month, in Hungary, Sightings of this equipment have

been made at heavy artillery and early warning installations.
i

Physica’l Characteristics: FLAT FACE consists basically
of a three axle, communications type truck having two light-
weight ellipfically-shaped parabolic reflectors mounted on the for-
ward end'of the body. The reflectors are mounted one above the
other in the horizontal plane, In transit, the reflectors lie face
down on top of the truck with their hinged tips draped down the
sides of the body, When seen on the highways of East Germany,
the FLAT FACE vehicle has been towing a small trailer that
appears to be a generator.

XI-5
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KNIFEREST C KNIFEREST B RADAR OBSERVED WITH OTHER ASSOCIATED RADARS

KNIFE REST B
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Figure FF-1. FLAT FACE at an operating site with
a SCORE BOARD, KNIFE REST and 2 ROCK CAKE.

CONFIDENTIAL

Figure FF-2. FLAT FACE - Dimensional Drawing.
XI-6

August 1959
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FLAT FACE

Figure FF-l. FLAT FACE at an operating site with
a SCORE BOARD, KNIFE REST and a ROCK CAKE,

CONFIDENTIAL

Figure FF-2. FLAT FACE - Dimensional Drawing,
XI-6

August 1959
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