X e
D INTELLIGENCE . MEMORANDUM

CROP - CONDITIONS IN . THE SOVIET BLOC; 1953

- CIA/RR IM-379. .

23 'September 1953

\

THIS MATERIAL.CONTATNS INFORMATION AFFECTING-THE™
NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE.ONITED STATED% THE

MEANING OF THE ESPTONAGE LAW;=TTTIE 18, USC, SECS.
793 AND 79k, THE TRANSMISSION OR REVELATION OF
WHICH IN ANY-MANRER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS

PROFFBTTED BY IAW. I

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

Office of Research and Reports



I USSR v v v o v v o v vt e e o e a e e e
II. European Satellites . . . . . . . . . . . ..

A. Northern Area (East Germany, Poland,
and Czechoslovakif) . & v ¢ « o « o « &

B. Southern Area (Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria,
and Albania) . ¢« « ¢ ¢ 4 e 0 e 0 e . a

III. Communist CRINA o ¢ o o o v « o v o o o o o .
Appendix

SOUTCES o o o+ o o « '« 6o oo s e o« o o o« o o o



"FOREWORD

The following memorandum on the condition of growing crops in
the Soviet Bloc is the result of the analysis.of information on
weather and other factors affecting.yield as of mid-July 1953. As
a qualitative memorandum it reflects, in a general way, the prospects
for the food supply of the Bloc for the consumption year 1 July 1953
through 30 June 1954, Quantitative estimates of production based on
screage as well as yleld will be made-in a later report. "Until then, -
these general statements regarding conditions a.ffeéting crop develop-
ment are iridi'cat.ive of the field crop potential of the Bloc as of

© mid-July 1953. . . -
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SECURITY INFORMATION

CROP_CONDTITIONS IN THE SOVIET -BLOC, 1953

‘meﬁmfﬁyv

Crop productlon* 1n 1953 in the Soviet Bloc¥¥ ag’ a. whole is
expected to be slightly’less “than in 1952. Production” in the USSR
and Communist China probably will be slightly below production in
1952; when a postwar ‘high. was attamed in both-countries. In the
European’ Sateéllites,: however, production 4s certain’to 'be higher
this year than in the relatively poor year of 1952, “If current
crop prospects are realized the food situation (not including
animal: products) 4n’ ‘the European Satellites should-be: appreciably
relieved- &s. compared withithe? previous year, although- there un-
doubtedly- still/will be local shortages. It is estimated that in
thé?USSR'and Communist’China”the food situation will be slightly
less: favorable ‘than in: 1952, - “but the situation should not'be
critical on’a natlon-wide scale in either country barring large-
scale: ‘grain exports to obtainAde51red consumer goods and industrlal
equipment R T e .

~ I. ‘USSR, N

Based on weather and crop information as of mid-July 1953, crop
prospects in the USSR as a whole indicate a 1953 production level
slightly lower than the postwar-high level attained in 1952.

Normal to above-normal precipitation occurred in much of the
USSR during the fall of 1952 and the winter of 1953, making pos-
sible an accumilation of relatively abundant reserves of soil
moisture, as contrasted with a relatively dry fall in 1951. The

¥ Primary consideration is given to all grains, potatoes, and
sugar beets.

*%¥  Tncluding the USSR, Communist China, Albania, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Poland, Hungary, and Rumania.



May and June pre01p1tatlon in 1953, ‘however, appears to have been
less than in the same 2 months of 1352, and in some areas, particu-
lar]y in: June, ‘rhe amounts_were apprecmbly less. i

Con81der1ng the eflect of the more fﬂvorable reserves of soil
moisture in 1953 and.: welghlng thlsde“fect ‘against the. drler criti-
cal months of May and June in 1953 ‘g8 compared with the correspond-
ing perlod in 1952, it is belleved that the average grain yield in

Lin : i tha.n the relatlvely hlgh

s,pota. oes ugar

ondltionslln;JuJy -and Angust as mll the extent of the '

o, ,195P and winter of 953, B

’ r.{,_;,Gra:Ln« seeded: in:the: fa.ll of: 1952 nfor ha.rvest in

lyssurvived:bhe: mnter satlsfactorilymf »Weather reports
-une 5 howeve:z:, mdicat - that ! precn.pltatlon in ;most of -

A 1May and .June: of., 1952: and., below normal

“in. the - of. the accunmlated reserves of soil .

' m01sture, it isbelieved that ylelds of ‘winter grain:will approximate.

the yields in~1952 but ylelds of spring grain probably will be Jess

than in 1952 because of the drier May and June.

on a trip through the Moldavian SSR

heve reported that the corn crop was near. failure because of a lack
of July rains. Other sources confirm low rainfall in this area in

the same month

In Central European USSR- (Economlc Region VII) the accumilated
reserves, of so0il moisture probably were somewhat greaster in 1953
than in 1952, but the May and June precipitation appears to have
been considerably less than in 1952. Incomplete weather data for
July 1953 indicate more nearly normal precipitation, which should
have a beneficial effect on crop yields. Nevertheless, in view of
the smaller amounts of precipitation in the critical months of May .

¥ The term region in this memorandum refers to the economic
regions defined and numbered in CIA Map 12048, 9-51, USSR:
Economic Regions.



and June, it is believed that yields of grain will be slightly less
than in .1952. - Representatives of the American Embassy in. Moscow .
have reported some winter kill of winter grain in certain areas of
the southern part of the ‘region -(Central Black Soil Zome). --*: "

In the Volga (Economic Region. VI), ylelds of spring grain in .
1953 probably :will-be slightly less than the relatively high yields
of 1952, primarjly: because of.less. rainfall in May and June- in 1953.
Yields of winter- grain may epproximate those of 1952 as a result of

favorable reserves:of:soil-moisture. . - - .- SRR

;¢ In the Lowgi' D,'ong-North,,Cauca_.su.s_‘(Economic Region IV), ~yields', of .

in in'1952:.were:exceptionally. good, and on'the basis of available

© current information-it is believed that yields in 1953 , although fair,

will almqst_—;gerj;a.i»h]yknot ;a;'ttgin the high 1952 level. . Reserves.of . :
soil moisture from the: fall of 1952 and winter of 1953 appear-to have .
been fairly adequate;. but _pmcipitaj:ioﬁ;_in May and June apparently . .

 was not sufficientto give yields at the high 1952 level. . Agricultural -
officials of the Americen Enmbassy in Moscow traveled through thé Kuban
in mid-July and reported that the grain this year appeared to indi-
cate lighter yields than in 1952. Corn prospects, however;:were. re-
pQrt'ed'as"*gooa-:e‘e:‘s? or better than those of:1952. ~ «~ 1.0~ = il TSI )
. The Baltic end Belorussia (Economic. Regions IIa and.IIb, respec- -

~ Yively) are belleved to have had generally below-average. yields in -
11952, and prospect ;“for the 1953 ¢rop do not appear to be’mitich b tter.
Yields probably:will approximate those of;last year, .o iitwei =7 [

Vi

“In thé Transcaucasus (Economic Region V), yields. of grain may be-
slightly less than:in"1952." Embassy travelers. in July reported grain
harvests were poor- in the areas observed in Azerbaydzhan SSR, although,
earlier in thé season, winter grain crops in the Georgian SSR were re-
" ported to be in fair condition. , R :

. - In the Urals and‘-West Siberia (Economic Regions VIII and IX, .
respective]y) and in the adjoining grain areas of Kazakh SSR (Economic
Region Xa), crop conditions as of mid-July 1953 appeared somewhat
more favorable than in 1952, when grain yields were below normal.
Agricultural officials from the American Embassy in Moscow, on the
basis of travel to Kurgan in West Siberia in late June, have reported
that yield prospects for the 1953 harvest were generally good. In-
complete weather data for July 1953 indicate that precipitation was
sufficient to make possible a better harvest than that of 1952.



II.A_ European Satellites. et o 4

& —’\'-‘-v'n- : - A

On"the ba.sis of ¢ wea.ther and ¢érop’ informtion as: of mid-Ju_Ly 1953,
-f 1t Ag expected: ‘that’ the -crop peruction .of_ the. European: Satellites in
¢ 1953 will ‘certainly’ exceed: the 19524 production but:will .not: attain
- :.the prewa.r or 1951 levels.' Barring very: unfavorable weather during
~“the: latter partof’ Ju1y3a.ﬁd August,?y1€1ds- of” spring-seeded ‘grain, -
‘especially corn,- ‘are- expected 1o ;show* the most’ improvement over:the -
'_.yields achieved ‘in3 1952 3t Although yields~ of root ‘cropsiare: expected

- to;, .be- better ‘thaf “inri952,='insect 4rPéstations;: , &cold: spring, a.nd
"'»_,' weeding dji‘ficulties nay reduce yieldskbelow expectations. RN R

s -‘The fa.ll of -1952 was cha.racterized*by above-normal precipitation,
'Ajidelaying fall plowing <a.nd‘ sowing but at the same time accumilating -
:;;_reserves of soil moisture“» Conditions in the spring and ea.rly sum-.

5 een di;rided mto two.. e.rsfa.s —‘;:i;“np}"thg rn ar
L et E.ét C?:‘; l,?'P 51[" A.*vs

_T_’l952 Was: character.ized by above-normal precipitation,,_with i:he re-i
Jgultithat fall® ‘plowing and:sowing of. grains for:harvest-in: 1953 -were..
‘-considerab]y hampered. : Despite the fact that spring plowing and sow-. -
ing were aided by favorable weather over most:of- the. area, -1t 1is be-
lieved that the over-a].l acreage’ of bread grain will be less than . _
- . prewar,’ *because of failure to fulfill the fall” sowing plans for winter
wheat and rye. = "-7- . :

Available weather informe.tion and reports from the American

Embassy in Moscow: indicate that cold and lack of rain characterized
.the spring in much of Poland, although more abundant reinfall appears
to have occurred in June.  Favorable conditions for spring work were
reported in East Germany and Czechoslovakia. Rainfall appears to have
been generally adequate to abundant in the late spring and summer
months, and in July heavy rains were reported to have caused harvest-
ing difficulties for grain and cultivation difficulties for root and

vegetable crops.



It is expected that yields of grain will be slightly better
than in 1952 but generally less than the prewar average. As for
potatoes, sugar beets, and -other vegetables , there have been reports
of heavier insect infestations than in 1952. Yields of these crops .
will depend on the true extent of this infestation and on weather
. conditions in July, August, ‘and September, available weather data

for these months .not as yet being complete. _ i . '

B. Southern Area (Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, ‘and Albania)

_ In the southern area. of the Europea.n Satellites, precipita-
tion in the fall. of 1952 was considerably greater than in the fall
of 1951. Albania reported over- -fulfillment of the fall sowing plan,
and Rumanis and Bulgaria indicated at least near-fulfillment.
Hungary, “however, with considerably above—normal precipitation, .
failed substa.ntial]y in fulfilling its fall sowing plan. ' To compen-
-sate for this defic1ency in winter min crops 3 Hungp.ry set a goal
,for increased spring vheat acreage. ' ) :

Spring weather favorable for plowing and sowing preva.iled
over most. of the southern ares of the European Satellites, but. lags
Vin field work were occasionally reported in some cases ‘as & result
‘of seed shortages.-, Frost occurred in- mid-May in Hunga.ry, causing
'."some damage to vines and fruit trees but apparently not affecting
‘grains and vegetables b o :

;;:‘Ei}?r: '}:.'. :

_ b Early summer_rainfall appears to” have been generally ade-
"quate, and in Hungary there were indications of excessive rainfall
-in some’ areas ‘in June and July, causing lodging of grain and increas-
ing harvesting difficulties. Wet weather and a certain amount of

. peasant apathy also have caused difficulties im the cultivation of
root and vegetable crops in parts of Hungary. A lag in harvesting
and threshing in some of the other major grain areas in the southern
area of the European Satellites has been reported, which, if serious,
would increase harvesting losses.

The yields of all crops in the southern area of the European
Satellites will almost certainly be better than in 1952, but it is
not anticipated that they will attain the prewar or 1951 levels.



III Cormmmist China
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v gomewhat lowe ’; tHah'

believed tha.t _rice production 'also may “be' slightly 'less ,~§.l§pough.,(rf,‘ .

it is still too ea.rlyA to make a definite prediction on the’ rice ST

L ;’The, importen& ﬂeat-prﬁucing provinces ofv Anhwei Kiangsu,
-* Sharnitung, Hopel, ,Shansi * and Hoban were reported to ha.ve beén. hit
by, heavy frosts!(betwee __19 and 13 April) , cold spells P insect

L pests, e,nd ha.i‘.[-storihs
h.

g,

¥
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£ doubt'ful

Tof. tne yearhin 'bh ) double-cropping a.rea. will be, since these depend
to a considera.ble extent ~on’ weather conditions in the laf:ter part of
’jJuly, August’ ’and September._ o ,
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APPENDIX
SOURCES

Monthly Climatic Summaries (August 1952 - June 1953) from Air
Weather Service, Andrews Field.

Telegrams and despatches. from American Embassies in Soviet
Bloc countries. .

FBIS, daily and weekly publications.

' FDD translations of Soviet Bloc agricultural Newspapers.



