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RELEASE AS SANITIZED R

C1A lvaluation and Kecowmmendation
Regarding Usachev Statement

1. On 25 Hovember 1958, a comprehensive re-examination of
the status of the Soviet ICBM program was completed. This review
wes conducted independently by the Guided Missile Intelligence
Committee and by an ad loc peael of consultants to the Uirector
of Central Intelligence. ,0n the basis of Lhis thorough review
of available evidence, two principal modifications were made in
NIE 11-5-58 of 19 August 1958.

2. We fipd that the "new informatiorn" op Soviet ICEM
cepabilities contained in the Geneva remarks of I. G. Usachev is
not significantly ciffereat from several statements made by the
same source mor2 than o yeer ago. Horeover, scrutiny of Usachev's
statements both et (eneva end in the past indicates the likelihocd
that he may be doing little more tnan providing his own interpre-
tation of public statcasats gppearing in the open press. State-
ments that the ro-entry problem had been solved and that the
system was guiie accurate appeared wmore than a yvecr ago in the
press. Usachev s ~ccent statements regerdicg "mass production”
of ICBMs end the existence of “more thor a teken rusber of opore-

tional bases” moy b, po more then u logical Zafereace drawn Teo:

Khrushcehev?’s S(CR stoblement in ths 3ever Year 2ies Thes os: thn

is, with vreperstiors {or production «llegedlyr coxnleted, prod

tion couls now v brewined o bz inoprocess, wand bthoy o chowld oo

be some buases oo iobic for o che ICIES Srodnce . Vi thouh
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rec:ived in the past 3ew wicks
our initial evaluetion
of :his information does aot revesi zny major ai.fferences from

4he Ceta which was thorcugily sceruticizzd ia <he recent re-exami-

b

pation.

3. Tne (IA positior during the Z4{C ve-exsminziion differed
fro: the majority view in sevearal :mporient respects, in each
cgéé-—"%éflecting €11 ea;:lier capahbility 2ate:

Ve belisved Zneh a Soviat merzency cperetionzl
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SOPM cenid cecwr prior to the erd ol 1958 and wight in

e in existence.

. CGle estinated ihat proguTvion

snd eguipneni Ty operaticysl TIoons 2ould ozgin
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pasreuch 3n the infornetion fror OUhoT s0uT A8 caceived since toe
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Ve -ayamine ion dees 2ot coafiict witl raiiy Doview JUBM capgol ity

3iticn 15 he Tost estimats
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we do not consider it appropriate cr useful. to recommend revision
of the estimate which has just been thoroughly re-evaluated and
formally wodified. We believe, therefore, that the Guided Missile
Inteiligence Commiitee should recommend to the United States

Intelligence Boerd that o change be made in tha current estimate.



e

™
kY

Selected Soviet Stotements on ICHEM

I. G. Usachev

Khirushchev stutenent hzstoa,
Usechev said stecessnl true,
and that it would tate 53,
ceriainiy oot wnre Loaon WG
it orobatdly onis 20 oo

soles w) Tene cnre of Lhe

Others

"state of art . mekes it
possible to send rockets wmeny
thousands Km." (Red Star,

20 March 195k}

“"we can say rockets developed
over past few years are
becoming intercontinental
weapons" (Buligenin, Supreme
Soviet Speech, 30 December
1955)

“USSR will have a guided
missile with hydrogen war-
head which can strike anyvhere
in the world" ({Xhrushchev,
Birmingham, England, 23 April
1956)

"ICBM launched a few days

ago ... fully confirmed cal-

culations ... selected design
solution of the problem

of cesigning ICBM4s will wmake

it possible to reach remocte

arees” {(Pravda, 26 August

1957)

"we have all the rockets we
need, long-range, intermediate
close-range. Of course these
are not the limits ofF what

can be achieved, for engineer-
ing is not warlking time, but
thege means fully insure our
defease”.
nteirvievd, N.Y  T.mes
ber 19571

L ihrushchev-Resteon
&6 Octo-
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I. 5. Usachev

Development of the ICBM by
the USSR had com~letely
altered the strategic positions
of two countries. If USSR
accepted Western proposal on
aerial inspection, U.S. would
abandon it. Furihermore it
was now#* in the interest of
the Soviet Union have aerisl
.inspection of U.S5. because
Soviet Union had ICEMs now,
whereas the U.S. did rot.
(N.Y.. UN. 5 Novembesr 1057,

Categorical statamert that

balance of amilitary power is
changing in Sovist favor and
that Soviet Unioa has enough
ICBMs now to destiroy ihz U.5.
Agsin said 50-100 sre enough.
(N.Y., UN, 18 Novembe:r 1957.
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conversation. Joniext uriiesis
should oz ot

Others

Soviet ICBM superior ...
accuracy hailed. Have already
developed ICBM with hydrogen
warhead. However, tests

wvere conducted with blanks.
{Knrvshchev-Shapiro interview,
W.¥. Times, 16 November 1957)

if necessary, tomorrow we

can launch 10 or 20 satellites.
All that is requirad is to
replece the warhead with
instruments. {Khrushchev-
dearst interview, 22 November
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I. G. Usachev

WCEds are prassntly in mass
production. USSH has Tore
than & token number of ICBM

oparational siten. Botih the
Zuidance and :e-centry vroblems
have been soived. {I hecember

P .
1958, cowersation

Others

Report USSR has solved re-
entry heat problem through
use of "sweating walls" of
ceramic-cobalt compound
through which liquid is
forced under pressure to
cool missile walls by
evaporation. (Article in
Soviet Aviation, reported
N.Y. Times, 25 November
1957)

The ICBM has been tested
... Soviet rockets are
covering intercontinental
distances. (Rudenko, 4Oth
Ann. Armed Forces Day,

19 February 1958)

Armed forces have rockets
of short, intermediate,
long and super-long range
action. {Malinovsky, L4Oth
Ann. Armed Forces Day,

19 February 1958)

The production of ICBMs has
been set up successfully.
(Khrushchev, 7 Year Plan
Theses, 14 November 1958)







