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USSR:
l.ate Spring Qutlook for
Graia Production and Trade

Heavy rains lust fall and cold. wet weather this spring have alreads put the
goal of a 236-million-ton grain crop this veur all but bevond ceach. The
ccntral and northera regions of the European USSR were hurdest hit by the
bad weather. which hus forced eccord delays in spring sowing. Canditions
arc generally good. however, in the “new lands™ cast of the Urads, the inain
spring grain region.

Although cstimates made this carly in the crop scuson re necessirily
tentative, with normalt weather from now on. a total harvest slight!y sbave
the 205-mitlion-ton average of recent yeaurs scenn likely . With excellent
weather. a crop of 2235 million tons ix pussible.

Despite the grain embargo. Soviet imports will reach record levels this yeir.
By 30 September Maoscow will probuably have purchused wbout 333 million
tons of grain, as well as some I million tons of sovbean products and mzanioe
and 2.5 mitlion tons of wheat flour,

Even with good crops in 1981 and succedding veirs, Moscow will need ta -
impart 20 (o 30 million tons of grain annuaubly. The Sovicts have wlecady
lined up contracts guarantccing them uscess to at feast 13 mithion tons of
non-US grain next year and 10 1o 14 million toas annually in Liter veaes.

This demonstration of its ability 10 obtain large amounts of gruin whea shut
out of the US marketplace will permit Moscow to tike o tough stanee in the
grain talks with the United States scheduled to begin next week in London,

The Brezhnev regime would nevertheless feel more comfortable with 2 new -

long-term grain agreement with the United States. 11 its other supplicrs had
bud crop yeurs. Moscow would want an assured supply of grain fram the
United States to fall back on.

.
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U'SSR: Northern Limit of Spring Grain Saowing o
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USSR:
Late Spriag Qutlock for
Grain Production and Trade (1)

son in the USSRs o taa slow start]

The 1981 crop s
Fall-somn crops are barely wut of dormaney in severa!
key regions: spring plunting in much of the Huropean

USSR was deliayed by cold, wer weather: and planting
has only recently begun i the castern graintands  the
watin spring wheat arca. Although itis too casly in the

season to estimate the fikely size of the 1981 grain
harvest. the target of 236 million tons alraudy appears

out oi reach

Weather Problems
In the Eurapean USSR spring acrived on time in carly

xcept in the aoeth, where warmer than

April, but ¢
avernge conditions huve prevailed
detertorned. In the narthernand coniral oo

the weither then

anx, frost

and Crecring cain occurred admost daily in mid- and
late April. Although such weather is somewhat un-
usuil. the USSR expericnced similae conditions in the
springs af both 1978 and 1950, I those years as well
the spring warming trend was interrupted by cold. wet
westther: nrccipimiinn wits 20 o 23 pereent above
normial. and average temperatures were Yo 4 degrees
sred

Celsius below nacmad. The consequences di

markedyv, however:

e [0 1975, the upper air regime was tritnsatary and
produced o acries of swiltly moving storm systems,
Frequent and heavy raina were folfow ed by rapid
clearing and dample sunshine: soil Moisture was neer
aptimal. A record gruin crop ol 2374 million tons

resulted.

.

tn 1980, mast of the sceon was dominated by o deep
Jow-pressure syatem located between the Ukraine
and the Urals. Skies were conantently overcast and
cainlall wias peesistentdy heavy . The sails became and
remiained waterlopped. und CXIEnave arcias were cov-
cred by standing wiater. These conditions held the
total grain cutput to 189 madbia tons . some I8 il
lon tans loss than e [9IX

“Black

Thus Facin 1951, the weather i the south has rescmne
bled thae of 197X, while the weather in the northern
and centrad regions has resembled that of TUSOL AL
though it remains to be seen what the weather wilt be
during the rest of the crop rear.atatad harvest same-
where between the results 7N and TISO scenms
indicaied

Winter Grains

Problems with the 191 winter grain crap began last
October. when prolonged heavy rains sefiously im-
peded seeding operations and eveatuatly brought them
10 @ premature cluse. Ta the country as wwhole, only 13
millicn hectitres of wiater grains were sowa, 3 million
hectires fess than the sorea plaoned and 2.4 million
hectiares feas than the average of the previous ive
vears. Although the weather was gencrally mild from
December through March. in much of the northern
winter grain arca the plants that survived the winter
were thin and uaderdevelopad. o conseguence of the
Liete soming. This spring the heavy cains washed away
top dressings and damaged nany stands uf prain,
especially in parcts ol the narthern U kesdane and Centeal
rth Regiona. [n late Aprila blizzaed in the
Moscow arca dumped scveral inches of snow oa grain-
ncy. o

fictds that had wlecady emerged from dorn
these regions even average vields will be difficult o

ubtain.

Deapite the problems fn the north, however. the pros-
pects for the winter grain orapas o whale are sall
better than averape. Growing condittons have been
veey good in the south, where i most productive
winler prain regians are coneeatrated C
. N
i J uot only that the weal
argi sown to winter pridns was frger than usa b but
thitt more of the crops survived the winger than ustual,
owing o the mild weather, Murcaver, the buil ol the

winter grain planted in the south was wheat, the

st viclding of the winter graine

J
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USSR: Wiater Grains #

Arce
Haevested

RY
Sowan

T erillieon Hectarest

* Yicld
T euns e Hectarer

Winterkil »
tPercente

Production
(Millicon Tesnss

TR RER R 17 8.6 1.96
9% RF 22.5- 27 61.0 232
TAH] K% K9 28 3K

N ax.s A2 1o XLy

197y 148 26.8 23 49.3

N0 AX.0 A7 14 62.00-

1976-X0 34 9.6 24 (USR]

195 (R3] [Rl¢ Y (R AT 5.2

- Wiater wheat. winter ryc. und wiater baricy .
* Envluding arcas grecn-chopned for forage.
Parcatheses indicite estimutes.

Theaughout the wintee grin cegions the winteekill was
low Thus, even though the original sown seeci wis

soadler thaa average. the totad harvested winter gruin
arcas likely 1o be 30 10 X million hectures, s much s
1.5 miltion hectares barger than avera
bevauuse the mix of winter geiios is somewhat richer in

ve. Furthermare,
whent than usual, the wveenge 2 wetd shauld be ~ame-
whaut better thaa usua

Spring Grains -
Noraully . the speing sowing camipaign ocgins in curh
Apcilia the southeen Eoropaan USSR and thea nru-
grosses northward wod finadly castscrd into the
grainlands beyond the Urals, The 1981 wou ng cim-
oaegn started oa time, but the mid- Aprit bout of cold.
wet weitther braught plunting 1o 2 staadseill through-
wut the centrad Buropean USSR During the Cirst
munth. although sceding contiaued in Belorusaia, in
racts of the upper Valga Valles . and in muny southera
wrcis, i the country as i whole the averuge ds uly '
sceding rate was rourhly 60 percent below the histori-
idaveruge. By the Giest week in My the Pace of \pring
licldwork had actually falicn behind tha of 19K0
when the crops got off 1o the worst strt on cecaord untl
aow, Furthermore. where the rains were CXCCNNIVE,
vital aitrogen was laached from the il retarding
cirdy [\‘;lﬂ(‘ develapment and Timitiog altinre saclds,
-~ e ad

f\'yéc(

In the Centrud Bliack Eaeth Region and toa lesser
degree in parts of the Centrid and Volgs V vatka R
giona. the seeding wits also del: tyed by problems resale-
ing from the prematuee halt in cropping operations List
Gl Befure spring seeding could proceed. in some arcuas
ficlds of standing griin aceded 10 be Cleared avan:in
other arcis windeveoed prain and stubble hud 1o be
plowed under

If goud weather returns. most of the damige caused by
CXCCSSIVE moisture Ccan be gvercome by applyving mure
lertitizer (i enough fertilizer is availubler, The 10- 10
13-duy planting delava, however, have feopaedized the
sPring griin ceoaps in the ceatrad and aacthern tig- ’

ropcan USSR Gain sowa too Lite will flower in the
n lead to pland

. reducing viclds. In same areas Lite planting
may lg.ug “an imnisture crop vulnerable (o an curly
frost next full. The xpring burley crop is especially
risk. Becuuse the poor harvests in 1979 :end 19580t
some e unusudly ow on sced stocks, sigaificaat
poction of the spring

summer. when high temperatures o

sery

barles arcu has prabuably beean
somn a with noarcegionalized southern seed varicties,
Since these virictios were developed (o wurmer., drice
climutes with tonger LIOWENE SCus, cven o made
deterioration in coaditions would cut burley victds

(]




USSR: Pace of Spring Grain Sowing
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In contrast 1o the Europeaa USSK. in the “acw lands™

region cust of the Urals. no unusual difficultics have
surfaced yet this ycar. The soil moisture levels there
arc good. and the spring sowing has proceeded pretiy
much according 10 the normal rigorous plaating cal-
cndar that exteads from mid-to-late May. (It is desie-
ablc for the crop to be in the ground by the end of May
80 that it ex e henefit from the usual cariy summer
rainfail,

A Preliminary Qutlook

The 1981 target of 1 236-million-ton grain harvest is
closc 1o the record output achieved in 1978—a vear in
which just about cverything went right for Sovict
farmers. That vear ncarly $6 million 1ons of winter
grain were harvested—-35 percent more than any vear
before or since. Because of the bud weather both last
fall and this spring. a winter grain harvest even
approvebie digt record will be impossible 10 achicve
in 19K

Scyfet

Earlicr thisspring. we cstimated Sovict weater grian
output this yeuar at around 64 milion toas. As i result
of the recent evidence of unusuully heavy pluntings of
wheat in the southera gruin belt, however. we now
projcct total winter grain output at 65 to 70 million
tons. Although'well short of the 1978 record. a crop of
that size would be the sg;:ond-largcsl Sovict winter
grain harvest cver

{1t will be several weeks before u sound estimate of 1951
spring grair production is practicable. Planting has
barcly begun in some arcas. I is alecady cicar. haw-
cver. that if the Sovicts arc to achicve their overall
production target this ycar. spring grain output would
have 1o exceed the previous record (163 million tons in
19761 by scveral million toas to muke up for the shoct-
fall in winter Zrain output. Given the extremcty kite
start and slow development of many of the spring grain
crops. a record performance is very improbable - cven
with favorable weather. At this caely stage. a good
hiarvest with production in the range of 130-133 mil-
tion tons seems more fikels . although bad wenther in
the comin~ months could reduce output well below this
range .

la summary. the current conditions xugur averiage ur
somewhat above-average viclds but not record viclds
this year. Soil moisture. onc of the principal limiting
factors, is gencrally good throughout the gruin region.
As usual. the weatber during June and July will Largely
detzrminc the size of the crop:

« With normu! weather the rest of the veur. u total
grain harvest slightly above the 208-million-ton aver-
agce of the past five vears is likely.

With execlicnt weather from now uantit harvest, o
crop of perhaps 225 million tens is posaible.

Should conditions turn murkedly worse, expecialls in
the spring graie  ceax a third Consecutive paae Crop
wouid result. *

Record lempores This Yeur

Becuuse ol the poor 1979 1nd 19K0 harvests, sven i the
TR haevestis better thin sverage. Moscow must rely
0a Lirge samvunts of forcign grain a0 i to tollaw
thraugh with its plans 0 improve damestd Tood sup-
plies. Despite the oaty recenty lifted US prioan e

burgo. we expect the USSR o impart :tbaut 134

%c










Sccret

million tons of grain o record amouat during the
autrcheting yvear that eads 0 Seprember 1981 the date
an whick the current Inc-scar US-USSR Long-Term
Girin Agreement (LTA) expires. So fare Moscow ia
known to have contracted for 32,5 million tans of grain
to be delivered by 30 September. including the N
million tons from the United States guarianteed o
under the 1LTA.

Nescow has also bought for delivery before 30
Scptember some 2 million toas of soy products, mainly
From Argentina and Bezil, and 300,000 tonx of
manioc fram Thailand. Expected additional purchases
arc likely o bring the wtal of such pongram imnoris up
tes sane X million tons. Furthermare. the Soviets lave
purchiased about 2.5 million tons of wheat Nour. prob-
ably o help overcome the serious shortage of potatocs
istrous crop. A nd on

thaet reautted from fast veare’s di
tap of all that, the Soviets wre expected to import
recaord wmounts of met vegetable il aad sugar this

[T

Despite the high priority given it by the Soviet icader-
shiup. this scac’s genelift has been hampered by the
usuzth trinsportstion botdenceks, During the first half
ol the LTA yveirr Soviet grain ports processed fess than
Y million tans per moath: the need w average well mure
than 3 million onas per month the cest of the seur will
severely test the ssstem. To help cuse the congestion,
hawever. it the muijor grain ports Moscow has installed

new ecexin-handling cquipmcent cacquired Trom Wear.

cra Buroper that will significintly expand port capace

(.

Post-Embargo Trade Outlook -
Evea with o good crup in (981 and vz
averape hievests dueing the next fow vears, Mascon

dpcor above-

will aced coatinuing supmites of Torcipn prain
prabably 20t 20 million tons wnauatls . Betore the US
cmbarga ended. the Sovicts had lined up conteacts with
nuggor capartens i goarantee them access (Coniin:
gent onavalabilicy o 13 million tons o non-U N s
acxt yearand 10 o 13 midlion tans oty e Leees

[T AN

Woath the lifting of the conlirga, toie s bea e
wentbeble s Mo exXpoiters scred o penest thees

onnercid mterests

—_—
coret

Table 2

USSR: Total Grain

Haevested Arca Praductioa Yicld

Million (Milliaon s Tertn l'er

Hectaresa + Tenss Hectare:
1921-73 124.0 1<1.6 147
1976 127x 223N 118
1977 120,14 1987 .54
197% 125.8 2374 [
1979 126,34 1792 142
19%0 126.6 1892 1.5
1976-X0 12729 2058 1.60
19K tplant 122-12% 236 (RS

c

J'I'hc 1C ix expected to resume siles to the
USSR in carly June. g0

J

On 28 My US Seerctary of Agriculturs Joha R,
Block announced tin talks between the United States
und the USSR would be held in London on & and v
Junc to discuss possible additional sules of IS grain to
the Sovict Union before the current 1.TA expires. Any
sigaificant purchase would probabiy be fur delivers
alter 20 September. sinee Soviet ports probably cunnot
haadle any mare grain than Moscow his alecady
bought for delivery this £.TA vear

The US nepotizntons will adso be prepared to discuss
arranging dnew US-USSR loag-term grain agrec-
ment. Although Moscow has not ver publicts indicated
any wateresting new ETA L the Soviess would probabls
preder to have one o3l back on in the event they ar
theie other forcign supplicrs have bad crop ycaes, As
miattens now stand, the Soviets believe that after the
current arreement expires they will be able o bus
icgally all the UN grain they want without (he prior
ol the US Gavernment. The Brezbney regime

wadld prabiibly feel mare comlortable, however, witls 2

PSRRI AT FEL 0

now T T A i which the Caited Stanes wias committed 1o
nRe vl ble samme minumam amount of griin aon-

nuidly, regeedless af the stoe of Lilateral relictions




