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MIDDLE EAST-AFRICA

A
National Union poster
depicts Jonas Savimbi

The National Union for the Total
Indenendence of Angoln and the Nationa!
Front for the Liheration of Angoln
reportedly are preparing to join in a
provisional government that would
declare Angola independent. The Soviet-
backed Populai Movement for the
Liberation of Angola is expected to do the
same.

Savimbi said he thought a government
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Nationel Front leader
Holden Roberto, late August

of the National Union and the National
Front could win a reasonable amount of
internationsi support,

Savimbdi, while in Paris, was reportedly
told oy French officials 1hat the Populsr
Movement intends to declare in-
dependence on Sunday. The French
reportedly urged Savimbi lo declare
sovsreignty joinlly with the National
Front on Saturday.

Savimbi was 10 discuss the issue with
Nationa! Front leader Holden Roberto in
Kinshass this week. The iwo groups,
which have cooperated mititarily for some
time, establishedt a study group earlier this
month to consider the mechanics cf es-
tablishing an independent government.

The Popular Movement's leaders (re
reliably reported to have concluded that
they will not be able to persuade Lisbon to
transfer sovereignty Lo the Popular Moves
ment slone on November 1.

Movement [eaders also apparently
believe that the present military situation
in Angola is critical and that s proclama-
tion of indepencence should be made as
soon as possible in order to establish a
prior claim to legitimacy.

The fighting will continue no matter
who declares what independent or when.
All three liberation groups reject a
pre-independence coalition. The National
Front and the Naticnal Union intend t0
Isunch major offensives before November
11. They want to discredit Popular Move-
ment claims to control all important areas
of Angola.
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Nationa) Union's future relations with the
National Front, however, and those ress>-
vations are undoubter'ly shared by Savim-
i himsell. Relations in the ficld between
troops of ‘the two movements are fre
quently strained and if these differences

were to worsen, it would seriowly impede
operations against the Popular Move.
ment.

The Savimbi group believes an ultimate
political settlement mvst include all three
liberation groups, since no single group or
combination of two groups can expen: to
govern a country as divided tribally as
Angola.” The Nauonal Fromt appears
determined to destroy the Popular Move-
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