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Portugal Awalts Anti-Commu mst Moves

" The anti-Communist faction of Melo
Antenes, which spearheaded the drive
aguinst | Goncalves, has so far not re-
sgonded to the appointment of Admital
Agevedo as Portugal's prime minister or
1o General Goncalves' being named
lrmod forces chief of stafl.

however, that
It\lvlll T1 U manse g w Borthern Por-
tmlhmmuodmmyumn

p-r( of the Antunes group’s strategy for
gaining power. It is designed to start in
the north, gather both Inilitary and
civilisn support, and gradually lsolate
Lisboh. The Antuncs group claims to

‘have hearstotal support in both “he north
{and central militery rogioms. Units

slsewhere remain a question,
Yesterday, Contral Militery Region

Comm-ndn Chmlo. M\o is 8 stsunch

4 |

. Alort Memorandum on Portugal

A Step Closer to Civil War

The Daily today M - Alert
Mm-w “Portugal: A Step Closer
1o ::MI War,” prepared by CIA lant
aght. |
i We are concerned that Portugal moved
8 step closer 10 civil war yesterday with
the appointments of Admiral Azevedo a8
prime miinister and General. Vasco Gon-
calves at armed foroes chief of stafl.

. The inti-Communist faction of Melo
Anm must now decide eithet 1o try to
overthrow thh sew arrangiment—as it
previoudly said it would—or forfeit any
chance 10 chunge the direction in which

Is beaded. The ewicoms aleo

. I
bﬂbrl NG POW EPPOITAMETIS wwid Jf-
nounced, tha the Melo Antenes grocd
had alrendy concluded thet all of the
possible solutions that were likely to

emerge—inciuding the uppohmnm of -

Azevedo 10 succeed Goncalves—-wers sa-
satisfactory. A spokesman for the growp
claims it Is “simont certain™ it will set wp
heddquarters in the north sad: '
i 8 Openly deciare its intent 10 rid the
. government and the mliuq of sl
. Communists. -
| 1o Demnand lh dhmhul of the

TCS 632/75

supporter of the Antunes grop snd whe
could emerge as & strong man, iseved &
communique ststing his wnits will
guarantce that Portugal does not revert to
 totalitarian regime and calling on the
civilian population 10 give wnequivocsl
support to his troops.

The communique and a letter signeJ by
officers in Porty, demanding that General
Corvacho not be reinstated as northern
region commander as was decided by tht:
Revolutionary Courcil earlier this week,
were Joth seen as in keeping with the An-
tunes strategy. .

The Amtuhes” group, while sdmitting
Admiral Azevedo is no Communist, sees
him ss weak and susceptible to manipula.
tion, Azevedo, 34, is reportedly & closs
friend of Prasident Costs Gomes and was
named navy chief of stalf five days after
the Armed Folwl Movement overthrew

the Cactano regime om April 25, 1974. He
retsined that post throughout the hectic
16 months that have followed—no mesn
task. He s described by many a8 having
only limited inflence in the nevy, which
is wnder the inflvence of more radical of-
ficers.

Azevedo clearly favors a leftist course
ahthough he is act as extreme in his views
23 Vasco Goncatves, The Admiral has not
been unfavorable in his comments re
garding the US and NATO. Returaing
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Llsbon Balks at Accord Using
Indonesian. Troops on Tlmor

Lisbon hes batked st siening & tentative
n.mtvlnhtmwﬂd-uldhn
semt Indonesien forces imto Timor to
restord  order. .Portuguese CORCWITRCS
would have provided Jakenta with the

ouk of legitimacy it has been seeking for

its imminent military move.
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© Launch & military operation
toward Lisbon to “push the Com-
munists ino the sea.”
Thqmpcldmwhmdnuwoﬂol
Gesersl Carvalho, chisf of the internal
secwiity forces. [ L
These intentions ste similar to &
plan the Antunes group int
to implement if its August 7 manifesto
was not accepted in four days. Antuncs
implicitly threatened a march on Lisbon
on Toesdny when he announced he was
going to Coimbra, hesdquarters of the
Central Military Region. This trip never
materialized.
1n recent weeks it has appeared that the
Portuguese propensity to procrastinste

et

B8 (ended to the we of violence. The perfor- |
" ptotracted, such deciarations could come

| ,‘Pbrtdgu'iasé Aleirt' qupfandum |

{ !

was éndless, but st this Juncture the An- |
. lunawpwmpfohbiyhlnwmmorj
give up ary hope of directing Portugal's

faturs., Goacalves' appointment is par-

ticularly objettionable to them, since i
Omhuvaqﬂhl-nnw position to

purgs them. '
The (irst step in this provess could come
next week when the Armed Forces

Asserably meets to discoss the .

General
“revamping of the Revolutionary Coun-
A .

" A military towe to topple the rgime
will fequire more. daring than Antunes

and other ami-Goncalves officers have

shown so fur. They have information that -
the Communists and thelr allies include !

15,000 well-armed supporters, which in-

creases the likelihood of » confrontation .

turning into civit war,

Although Antunes is thought 1o have s
majority of the military in his camp, it has
never been clenr whether this support ex-

 mance of the militaty in previow crises

| would indicate that many of them could

casily’ be convinced that the Azevedo

oqument rhould be given time to prove

Portugal . . .

: From Page 1 e
i from 'a NATO meeting in Brussels

i
|

: whero: Spein's desire for some rec-
" tent 'on aspects of President Costa Gomes’

| ognition from the Alliance had been
" topic | of discussion, Azevedo cx-
i pressed  pleasant  surprisc  that the
{US abided by democratic rules and
 did not dominate the alliance.

Melb Antunes ond his closest sup-
I porters may have committed themselves
: too far to turn back now, but the support
¢ | T I X

e
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Antunes’ strongest support comes from
Gencral Charale, commander of ths Cen-
tral Military Region, whose troops heve
been on maneuvers all week and who has
made strong statements about not letting
Portugul fall under another totalitarisn
regime. The butk of the militery forcus in
the northern region ars alkeo thought Lo be

Antunes. ;

Reaction - in both thy Azores and
Madeirs 10 & move 10 oust the present
government and carty out a purge of the
Communists would be overwheimingly
favorable, both among the people and the
{stands® military,

. We believe thors s smalt likelthood that
the  indopendence movemenis in sither
place would immedistely take sdvantage
of the situation to make n unilatere!
declaration of independence if the An-
funes growp sppesred (o have a good
chance of success, But Il the tide turned
against Antunes, or the struggle were

swiftly, particularly in the Azores, where

plans for such s contingency are further
advanced.

lbey will attract to any effort to owst the

new government will depend 10 some ex-

compromise peckage that have ot yet
been released. The make-up of the
cabinet, for instance, and the government

" program adopted may affect the

willingness of the less-committed to lead
theiz support 10 an effort to change things

| o force. R
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