P -
4

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Intelligence, Information Cable mw o350 .~
' R e g PAGE 1 OF " PAGES

STATE/INR DIA ARMY  NAVY A"IR JCS SECDEF 'NSA NIC AID USIA 8DO ONE OCR - ORR DCS CGS CIA/NMCC

EXO

This material contains mtomuon affe g the ll;tlonn! Duenu or the Unued ‘Btates’ within. th. meaning of wn-ge -‘Laws, 'mu 18, 0.80
Secs. 793 and 74, the.transmisson or reve ttonof'hlchlnmy mnnermmunluthoﬂmdpemnumommm
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COUNTRY SOUTH VIETwAn Case # NL]J | | ,
. . “OCnmem ) 5 . . [53112958 3.4(h1>2:
DOl 23 APRIL 1966 D
SUBJECT = & GE’H:RAL uFFICER s ASS S"IENT OF , GROUPS FORMING IN THE .

JILITARY WITH THE AIM OF NAKING DEMANDS ON IHE GOVERNMENT
E0 12958

ACQ  VIETNAM, SAIGON (23APRIL 1966 . FIELD No..-
T SRS . [ 3.40hl1):

SOURCE

Al.- (aONNARY' THERE Ia A LOuSE ASSOCIATION WITHIN THE MILITARY
SLRVIOE EAI%ER TdAN AN ACTIVE CONSPIRACY, OF FIELD GRADE AND JUNIOR
uFFICERS ADVUCAIINO ;E '";g;' IN OENLRAN:’THﬁSEﬂON%ICERS WITH TO SEE
THE CGOVERNMENT REMAIN IN POWER, THEY WANT STRICT MEASURES AGAINST

CORRUPT ICN, A MORE ACTIVE PRCSECUTION OF THE WAR AGAINST THE VIET CONG,

AND FIRM HANDLING OF GPPUSITION ELEMENTS. THEY A_RE NOT ‘AIDENII.F’IED WITH
ANY EXISTING PCLITICAL FGRCE.) APPROVED FOR RELEASE
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2. THE "LIL ITARY OFFICERS VWHO HAVE RECENTLY FORMED GRL«UPS FAVOHING
MILITAF\Y AND GbVEnMu‘.NT nEFOP 1S ARE MOR 13 "FRIENDS TUGET..ER" THAN A
CONSPIRACY. THEY SHARE THE SAME GENERAL BACKGROUNDS, FACE THE SAME

PROBLENMS AND FRUSTRATIONS OF LOW-AND: MIDDLE-LEVEL COMMAND, AND HAVE .-
THE SA:H‘_ PERSONAL EC@NUNI’C PRUBLEMS. THEY ARE DISSATISFIED AND UNHAPPY,

EXCITABLE, AND.LIKELY TQ BE PRECIPITOYS IN THEIR ACTIONS.  SINCE MANY:-
OF THESE GFFICERS COMMAND COMPANIES AND BATTALIONS THEY COULD BRING
EFFECTIVE FORCE TO° BEAR FOR A COUP D'ETAT IF THEY AC&ED IN CONCERT. o
AT PRESENT THERE ARE'NO SIGNS OF EMERGENCE OF LEADERSHIP uR EVIBENGE

OF PLANS FOR ACTIGN Iy THE NI:.AH FUTUnL.. THEY ARE NOW.. LACK-,INGIN_‘;
CENTRAL LEADE DHIP SCF’]FTHII\C THEY F'IUST CEVELOP BEFORE THEY CAN MOVE.

3. VARIOUS TALKS GF A GENERAL NATURE, AND PERHAPS SPECIFIC,
DISCUSSIONS OF THE PROBLEIS FACING THE CGUNTPY, HAVE TAKEN PLACE AN G
THESE OFFICERS 'GENLRALLY THEY ARE IN AGREENENT ON THE FOLLOWING
POINTS: S |
A, THE GOVERNWENT OF PRINE MINISTER NGUYEN CAO KY SHGULD
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L HILTTARY AND TnE GOVERNMENT . THEY CITE DEPUTY PRIME @WINISTER NGUYEN

HUUTCO“%?;FLQQERﬂ??WQ?NEEAL;AﬁQu?Rﬂ:BLSQLQPEQSED,?QMGENERALS;NGUYEN

- VAB. CHUAK AND.PHAN. XUAN NHUAN. .

| C-0-N-F-1- =T-1-A-L _ E0 12958 3 4h)(1)>25Yrs
- e R S A T = Z-o4 | 5 I
T ) P 1‘-: B L T

[

o .




N 03150

PAGE 3 OF 4 PAGES

E0 12958 3.4(h)(1)>25Yrs
C-0-N-F-

o "' (©
E-N-T-I-A-L '
(classifica, (dissem controls)

C. ALL NATISHAL DIFFERENCES MUST BE SUBMERGED IN AN ALL-0UT
EFFORT TG PRCSECUTE THE WAR AGAINST THE VIET CONG. RATHER IDEALIST-

CALLY AND EMGTIGNALLY THEY BELIEVE THAT A TRULY_MILITARY AND DIRECT
APPRbACH Tu THE PROBLEMS OF SOUTH UIETNAW IS THE ONLY ANSWER.

De TFE CuVEHNMENT SHGULD NOT MAKE COMPROMISES WHICH WEAKEN
'THE SOLIDARITY OF THE GOVERNMENT. THEY CITE, AS AN EXAMPLE, THE "WEAK"

APPRGACH TO THE STRUGGLE MOVEMENT AND THE FAILURE OF THE GOVERNMENT

TG FORCEFULLY SUPPRESS THE OPPOSITION REPRESENTED BY THICH TRI QUANG.
4. THESE UFFICERS ARE NOT‘OPPOSED TO THE XY GOVERNMENT AS SUCH

BUT ONLY SEEK A MORE HONEST, FORCEFUL, AND DIRECT APPROACH TO THE

SCOL UT IGN GF PROBLEMS FACING THE COUNIRY;'”THEY DO NOT SUPPORT OR

REPRESENI THE CATHULICS, ByDDHISIS}UOR ANY. POLITICAL PARTY, NOR DC

THEY.HAVE A. PLATEGRE OF- A: GROUP. IN TERMS:.0F JOINT PLANNING OR. AGREEMENT

REGARDING ACTION TO BE TAKEN. THEY DO NOT APPEAR TG BE COALESCING INTO
A COHESIVE FURCE. BOTH CULONEL NGUYEN NGOC, LOAN, CHIEF OF THE MILITARY
SECURITY SERVICE AND DIRECTCR-GENERAL OF THE NATIGNAL “POLICE;, AND
GENERAL LE NGUYEN KHANG, COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE MARINE. éer_éf’s “AND

v”ThE CAPIIAL NILIIARXWREGLQN, ERQBABLX"HAﬂb THE ZRESRECTY QE..A..

CONSIDERABLE NU“BER OF THESE OFFICERS BUT NEITHEP IS A LEADER OR

r-caibat
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REPRESENTATEVE OF THESE OFFICERS. (FIELD CONNENT'_

DESCRIBED COLONEL LOAN AS A "LEADER™ OF ONE OF THE FACTIONS COMPOSED
OF OFFICERS SEEKING REFORM, BUT A MORE ACCURATE DESIGNATION PROBABLY
WOULD -BE " SPOKE SNAN" ) | e N

5. FIELD DISSEM: STATE USAID JUSPAO USARV USMACY  NAVFORV
TTH AIR FORCE CINCPAC .PACFLT = ARPAC PACAF. .
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