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4. BRITAIN MAY PERSUADE INDIA NOT TO PURCHASE
SOVIET AIRCRAFT

Comment on:

| suggest that Britain
> 10 persuade New Delhi not
‘hase Soviet military aireraft
reject a Soviet offer to estanlish
a factory in India for construction of

Soviet-type aircraft. —
- key civil and military authorities continue

to be opposed to Indian dependence on the Us3R for spare
parts, insiructors, and technicians. -

Iress

India, whkich aiready manufactures
British Vampire jet fighters vnzger contract, is in the fi-
nal stages of negotiating with Britain for a plant to construct
Gnat jet fighters and is discussing the purchase of Canberra
jet bombers. Since Britain now seems willing to put a
higher priority than previously on aid and deliveries to India,
New Delhi is unlikely 10 purchase or imanufacture Soviet fight-
ers. The picture regarding bombers is less clear, but ap-

pears to favor Britain rather than the USSR. _
(Concurred in by ORR) :
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